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Public Safety Millage 
Extension Vote to be Held on Aug. 5

Kent District Library 
Millage Renewal on 
Aug. 5 BallotIn 2010, residents of Wyoming voted to 

fund a millage to maintain public safety 
service levels in the City. 

Since then, innovative changes in the 
Public Safety department have resulted 
in streamlined operations that have  
allowed emergency services to be  
delivered more quickly and at a lower 
cost to taxpayers.  

The Wyoming City Council has approved 
a ballot question asking Wyoming 
residents if they wish to extend or stop 
the public safety millage. On Aug. 5, 
Wyoming residents will be asked to cast 
their votes to continue or to halt these 
changes in the Public Safety department.

These initiatives include: 
• Scheduled daily school safety police 

visits to each school in Wyoming,  
with 2,633 completed in first year

• Added three full-time fire fighters
• Partnered with Godfrey-Lee Schools 

for truancy reduction program
• Implemented peak-load staffing for 

optimized fire service response 
• Performed 13,538 open business 

contacts and 7,150 closed- business 
property checks in 2013

• Increased total numbers and utiliza-
tion of paid-on-call staff to 30

• Police achieved CALEA gold accredi-
tation in 2012, nationally in top 1 
percent of enforcement agencies

• Installed AEDs in every police cruiser
• Expanded forensic lab to expedite 

blood alcohol and drug testing

For information on polling locations,  
ballot language and more, visit  
www.mi.gov/vote.

In anticipation of the Kent District  
Library,  or KDL,  operating millage 
expiration this year, the Aug. 5 ballot will 
include an initiative asking residents if 
they will approve an extension.  

The Wyoming Branch of KDL offered 
516 programs in 2013. More than 16,000 
kids and adults took advantage of these 
library services. Other popular programs 
included computer training classes, the  
Wyoming Reads program and Library for 
the Blind and Physically Handicapped,  
or LBPH, services. The LBPH is hosted 
and maintained at the KDL Wyoming 
Branch for eligible residents of Kent, 
Ionia and Montcalm counties. Wyoming 
area residents checked out 597,746 
physical items in 2013, and downloaded 
42,232 free ebooks and audiobooks.  The 
library’s free computers were used more 
than 73,000 times, and wireless access at 
the branch topped 106,000 logins. 

Early literacy programs held last year at 
the Wyoming Branch of the KDL were 
attended by over 6,600 Wyoming  
children, while the 2013 summer reading 
program had almost 3,600 participants. 
The staff of the Wyoming branch keep 
fun and engaging  activities for children 
and school happening all summer long. 
These include science and other reading-
related programs that help to prevent 
learning loss over long summer breaks.  

More information is available at  
www.kdl.org/millage. 

MAYOR’S Message
I regularly encourage citizens of Wyoming to “be involved and be 
informed.”  The Aug. 5 election will provide an excellent opportunity for 
voters in the City to get involved in their local government in the most 
fundamental way provided by our great nation. 

The Aug. 5 election features four ballot proposals, the results of which have tremendous 
potential to impact the services provided in the City of Wyoming and the residents who 
depend on those services.  To learn more about your voter registration status, find your 
polling location and see a sample ballot, visit www/mi.gov/vote.

Please be involved in this decision making process by casting a ballot in the Aug. 5  
election, and be an informed voter by making yourself familiar with the proposals and 
what your vote will mean to the City of Wyoming. 

Mayor Jack Poll



Telephone Numbers
Mayor’s Office .......................................530-7227
City Manager .........................................530-3173
City Clerk ................................................530-7296
Police Department ..............................530-7300
Fire Department ..................................530-7250
Public Works ..........................................530-7260
Utilities ....................................................261-3550
Planning & Community
Development ........................................530-7258
Parks & Recreation...............................530-3164
Building Inspections ...........................530-7285
Assessor ..................................................530-7231
District Court .........................................257-9814
Treasurer .................................................530-7280
Utility Billing ..........................................530-7389
Wyoming Senior Center ....................530-3190
Wyoming Public Library ....................784-2007 

Meetings
City Council Meeting | on the first and third 
Mondays of the month at 7 p.m. at City Hall 
in Council Chambers.

City Council Work Sessions | on the second 
Monday of the month at 7 p.m. at City Hall  
in Council Chambers.

Planning Commissions Meetings | on the 
third Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. at 
City Hall in Council Chambers.

Zoning Board Of Appeals | on the first and 
third Monday afternoons of the month at 
1:30 p.m. at City Hall in Council Chambers.

Parks & Recreation Commission | on the 
second Wednesday of every month at  
7 p.m. at City Hall in the West  
Conference Room

Wyoming City Council
Jack Poll, Mayor
Sam Bolt, Mayor Pro tem, 
Council Member-at-Large
Dan Burrill, Council Member-at-Large
Kent Vanderwood, Council Member-at-Large
Bill VerHulst, 1st Ward Council Member
Richard K. Pastoor, 2nd Ward Council Member
Joanne Voorhees, 3rd Ward Council Member

Reach Us Online
www.wyomingmi.gov 
www.twitter.com/WyomingCityHall
www.facebook.com/cityofwyoming
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State and County Issues to be  
Featured on August Ballot
In addition to millages for Wyoming 
Public Safety and Kent District Library 
services, on Aug. 5 Wyoming voters will 
also cast votes regarding Michigan Use 
Tax and Community Stabilization Share, 
or Proposal 1, and the Kent County Se-
nior Millage, or KCSM.

Proposal 1 is a referendum that phases 
out the Personal Property Tax, or PPT, 
and replaces it with a portion of the state 
use tax that will be redirected to local 
governments.  Approval of the proposal 
would eliminate the personal property 
tax paid by businesses and replace it 
with a statewide essential services fee on 
manufacturers that is expected to result 
in 80 percent lower taxes on businesses. 

Passing the referendum would create the 

Local Community Stabilization Authority 
to distribute the fee to local communi-
ties to offset the loss of PPT funds.

Voters have approved the KCSM twice, 
in 1998 and 2006, both for a period of 
eight years. Voters are being asked to 
renew and increase the millage from 1/3 
of a mil to 1/2 mil, which would result in 
the owner of a  $150,000 home paying 
$12.50 more per year. 

There are 45 unique services provided by 
the KCSM. These include healthy aging 
programs, home delivered meals, legal 
services, prescription assistance, trans-
portation and weatherization. 

For more information, visit http://www.
aaawm.org/millage_services

FIRE DEPARTMENT NEWS BRIEF
Car seat inspections will be available Thursday, July 10 and Thursday, Aug. 14 at Wyo-
ming Fire Station #1, 1500 Burton St.  S.W.  from 5 to 8 p.m.  Pre-register by calling Safe 
Kids of Greater Grand Rapids at 391-7233 ext.  2. 

PUBLIC WORKS NEWS BRIEF
The Wyoming Department of Public Works Yard Waste Site is open Monday through 
Friday, from 7:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. and on Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  through Dec. 
13.  Call 530-7260 for more information.

WYOMING COMMUNITY ENRICHMENT COMMISSION NEWS BRIEF 
Concerts in the Park take place on Tuesday nights at Lamar Park, 2561 Porter St., on 
from 7 – 8:30 p.m. unless otherwise noted. July 1: Country artists Megan Rae with Kris 
Hitchcock and Small Town Son. Fireworks, bounce house,  games and food vendors. 
July 8: Zion Lion with reggae roots. July 15: New Revival Jazz Band with gospel, oldies 
and blues. July 22: The Outer Vibe performs pop-infused alternative rock.  
July 29: Delilah DeWylde & The Lost Boys perform rockabilly and honkey tonk.  
Aug. 5: Strumble Head.

LIBRARY NEWS BRIEF
The Kent District Library Summer Reading Program features books, special programs 
and raffles.  Be a winner even if you don’t get a prize through Aug. 9. For further details 
on this and other KDL programs, stop in the library to pick up a program guide, check 
out our web page at www.kdl.org or call us at (616) 784-2007! Plus, KDL is now on 
Twitter! Follow us at http://twitter.com/KDLnews for all the latest updates on programs, 
events and resources at your library.

News Briefs


