
WORK SESSION AGENDA 
WYOMING CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

Monday, October 13, 2014, 7:00 P.M. 
 

             
1) Call to Order 

2) Student Recognition 

3)    Public Comment on Agenda Items (3 minute limit per person) 

4) Update on Medical Marijuana Facilities 

5) Proposed Ordinance for Lawns, Gardens and Water Efficient Landscaping 

6) Sale of Property Located at 3470 South Division Avenue 

7) Water Well Restriction Ordinance 

8) Any Other Matters 

9) Acknowledgement of Visitors/Public Comment (3 minute limit per person)  

 

 

















    Chapter 82 Article III.                          Draft 6/23/14 
 
  Lawns, Gardens and Water Efficient Landscaping 
 
Sec. 82-61.  Findings of Fact. 
 
The purpose of this section is to establish minimum standards for lawn maintenance, 
private gardens and water efficient landscaping. It is recognized that a variety of 
landscapes within a community adds diversity and richness to the quality of life for all 
residents. Turf grass lawns continue to be recognized as the dominant feature in the 
landscape; however, alternatives to this traditional type of lawn are recognized as 
important parts of a diverse, successful, enriching and sustainable landscape. 
 
Sec. 82-62.  Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this ordinance, shall have the 
meaning ascribed to them in this section, except when the context clearly indicates a 
different meaning: 
 
Adapted Vegetation means those trees, shrubs, wildflowers, grasses and other plants that 
naturally acclimate to this environment. 
 
Maintenance Plan means a document submitted with an application for a Water 
Efficient Landscaping Permit demonstrating a precise course of maintenance for 
numerous individual plants in a landscape over months and seasons. 
 
Native Vegetation means any trees, shrubs or plants (exclusive of noxious weeds) 
indigenous to this region. 
 
Natural Habitat means a specially uncultivated and sensitive planting area whereupon 
native vegetation exists in a pristine state and provides home for a variety of species 
native to the area. Such vegetation shall maintain itself in a stable condition with minimal 
human intervention. 
 
Noxious Weeds means an annual, biennial, or perennial plant designated by the 
Michigan Commissioner of Agriculture as injurious to public health, the environment, 
public roads, or other property. 
 
Private Garden means an area for the non-commercial cultivation of flowers, 
vegetables, ornamental plants or similar plant materials on a property by an owner or 
authorized occupant. 
 
Rank Vegetation means uncultivated plants growing at a rapid rate due to unplanned, 
unintentional, or accidental circumstances. 
 



Turf Grass means cultivated vegetation consisting of a highly maintained surface of 
dense grass underlain by a thick root system. 
 
Water Efficient Landscaping Permit means a permit issued by the City allowing an 
owner or occupant to cultivate native and adaptive vegetation as part of a Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) or other environmentally sensitive planting. 
A Water Efficient Landscaping Permit exempts an owner or occupant from Section 82-63 
(3) of this Chapter. 
 
Weeds  means any unsuitable, unwanted, or uncultivated vegetation, often causing injury 
to the desired vegetation type. 
 
Sec. 82-63. General Requirements. 
 
(1)  All lot areas not designated for buildings, pedestrians, vehicles, recreation or storage, 
shall be provided with turf grass or a combined ground cover of maintained gardens, 
hedges, trees, and shrubbery. No plantings are permitted within public right-of-ways 
without written authorization from the Public Works Department. Plantings shall be 
maintained so as to not obstruct sidewalks, alleys or streets. 
 
(2) No owner or occupant of any parcel shall allow any noxious weeds on any part or 
portion of said parcel. 
 
(3) No owner or occupant of developed properties shall allow any turf grass, weeds, or 
rank vegetation to grow to a height greater than twelve (12) inches. This section does not 
apply to any lands that are exempted by Section 82-64. 
 
(4) Gardens shall be permitted anywhere upon private properties, with the exception of 
vegetable gardens, which are only permitted in rear yards. Gardens shall be maintained in 
a cultivated state except during the winter months. Gardens that are no longer under 
active cultivation shall be removed and replaced per (1) above. Designated garden areas 
shall be maintained free of weeds at all times throughout the year. Stands for the sale of 
garden produce or flowers are not permitted. 
 
(5) Temporary greenhouses or hoop houses constructed with fabric or plastic walls and 
roof that are a maximum 16 square feet are permitted. Temporary greenhouses or hoop 
houses may be located only within the rear yard of properties, may be no closer than 
three feet to a property line, and must be maintained in good condition.  
 
(6) On-site storage of compost and organic matter is permitted subject to the following: 
 
 A. Shall be permitted only in the rear yard a minimum of 10 feet from a property 
 line. 
 
 B. May not exceed 64 square feet in area.  
 



C. Shall not be visible from adjoining residential properties (shielded from view 
by shrubbery or fencing). 

 
 D. Shall be constructed of rigid and durable materials with a tightly fitted lid. 
 
 E. Shall be maintained to prevent odors. 
 
Sec. 82-64. Exemptions. 
 
(1) Vacant Land. The owner of vacant and unoccupied land consisting of a contiguous 
tract of one (1) acre or more is exempt from this Chapter provided the front 50 feet of the 
tract (as measured from the street pavement edge) is maintained as required under 
Section 82-63 (3).  
 
(2) Public Lands. All City properties maintained as natural habitat for public purposes 
including, but not limited to, regional storm water detention basins and naturalized park 
areas, are exempt from this Chapter. 
 
(3) Water Efficient Landscaping Permit. 
 

A. The City will consider requests for a Water Efficient Landscaping Permit. 
Applications shall be made to the City Planner. Within 30 days of filing the 
application, the City Planner shall conclude the review. Consideration of whether 
to grant or deny the permit request shall be based on submittal of all required 
information, ability to comply with the maintenance program, and consideration 
of potential detriment to adjoining properties or the public welfare. Appeals from 
denials may be made to the Housing Board of Appeals. Notice shall be given to 
adjoining properties regarding this appeal. A Water Efficient Landscaping Permit 
shall grant any property owner or occupant the ability to cultivate native and 
adapted vegetation on his/her property and be exempted from the requirements of 
Section 82-63 (3) of this Chapter.  

 
B. An application for a Water Efficient Landscaping Permit shall contain the 
following information:                                        

 
 1. Statement of intent and purpose in cultivating the native and adaptive
 vegetation. 
 
 2. Site plan showing lot lines, buildings, driveways, parking areas and location 
 of proposed vegetation. 
 
 3. Common names and quantities of the plant species the property owner or 
 occupant plans to cultivate. 
 
 4. A maintenance program. 
 



 5. Name, address and phone number of the professional landscaping company 
 which has been hired to perform maintenance; or the name, address, phone 
 number and qualifications of the person(s) who will be responsible for the 
 maintenance. 
 
Sec. 82-65. Revocation. 
 
The City may regularly inspect any property holding a Water Efficient Landscaping 
Permit for compliance with the maintenance program on file with the City. For any 
property out of compliance, the City shall give notice to the holder of the permit by US 
Mail stating that the property must be brought into compliance within a minimum of 
thirty (30) days. Should the period pass without action by the holder of the permit, the 
City shall: 
 
 1. Revoke the Water Efficient Landscaping Permit. 
 

2. Remove all improperly maintained native and adaptive vegetation. In addition, 
the City shall assess the property for all fees associated with the inspection of the 
property and removal of improperly maintained native and adaptive vegetation in 
accordance with Section 82-66 of this Chapter. 

 
Sec. 82-66. Violations. 
 
If any owner fails to comply with Section 82-63, the City is hereby authorized to notify 
the owner of such property to cut and remove the weeds, rank or any improperly 
maintained native and adaptive vegetation under a Water Efficient Landscaping Permit. 
The notice shall be as prescribed in Section 1-26 to the owner as his name appears on the 
latest assessment roll or the actual occupant, if known. If the owner fails, neglects or 
refuses to comply with the notice, the City may, within five days after notice, cut and 
remove the weeds, rank, native or adaptive vegetation and charge the owner at cost plus 
100 percent based upon quarterly hours, a minimum of one hour per lot, and may place 
the charges on the tax roll to be added to the taxes for the property for the next year 
and/or placing a lien against the subject property.  
 
In lieu of the notice as required in this Section the City may publish a notice in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the county during the month of March that weeds not 
cut by May 1 of that year will be cut by the City, and the owner of that property charged 
with the cost under the provisions of this Section. The City may cut the weeds as many 
times as is necessary and charge the cost to the property owner.  
 



10/20/14 

 

RESOLUTION NO.__________ 

RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT AN OFFER FOR THE SALE OF CITY OWNED PROPERTY 
LOCATED AT 3470 S. DIVISION AVENUE, A VACANT LOT, FORMERLY THE 

LOCATION OF A CITGO GAS STATION 

 

     WHEREAS: 

1.  In November 2009 the vacant property at 3470 S. Division, PPN 41-18-18-352-005 
was in tax foreclosure by Kent County and was transferred to the City of Wyoming in 
December 2009. 

2.  The demolition of all structures was ordered in January 2010. 
3. The DEQ approved project completion after removing the underground storage tanks 

at the location. 
4. The Assessor valued the Fair Market Value for the property at $40,000. 
5. The sale of real property was posted on the City Website on September 3, 2014. 
6. One bid was received from Auto Sport Realty to purchase the property for $40,000. 

 

   NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 
1.  The Wyoming City Council does hereby accept the bid of Auto Sport Realty, for the 

sale of property located at 3470 S. Division Avenue for $40,000.  All executed 
documents shall be approved as to form by the City Attorney. 

 
 
Moved by Councilmember: 
Seconded by Councilmember: 
Motion Carried Yes 
   No 
   

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was adopted by the City Council for the City of 
Wyoming, Michigan at a regular session held on:       
        

_______________________________  
       Heidi A. Isakson, Wyoming City Clerk 
 

 

 

Resolution No.__________ 
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