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_INTRODUCTION (1} |

In the spring of 2019, the City of Wyoming
began the process of updating its Master
Plan. The new Wyoming [re]lmagined
Master Plan is an official municipal
document that provides the framework
for future growth and reinvestment within
the City over the next 15 to 20 years.

The City of Wyoming has experienced a
steady growth rate over the past decade
with a population increase of nearly
3,000 people (4.2 percent) between

2010 and 2017. Spurred in part by the
opening of the M-6 freeway in 2001, the
southern portion of Wyoming (referred
to as the “Panhandle”) has been the area
most influenced by new development,
including the construction of numerous
subdivisions, multifamily communities, and
the Metro Health University of Michigan
Health.

2 = Introduction

Meanwhile, based on field reconnaissance
and land use data, Wyoming’s older
neighborhoods and commercial corridors
that were established in the mid-20th
century have witnessed more limited
investment, with issues of vacancies,
underutilized lots, and deterioration in
some areas.

Wyoming has many opportunities to
leverage the City’s strong industrial market
and enhance its numerous commercial
corridors, while ensuring residents

have access to quality public spaces,
services, and facilities. As a dynamic and
powerful document, the Wyoming [re]
Imagined Master Plan provides a unified
vision for the community, including
recommendations for future land use
development that strengthen Wyoming as
a diverse and attractive place to live.

Purpose of the
Master Plan

A Master Plan is an official municipal
document that provides a framework
for future growth and reinvestment. It
informs planning decisions regarding land
use and development; infrastructure;
transportation and mobility; parks,

open space, and recreation; streetscape
character and beautification; and
community services and facilities.
Wyoming [re]lmagined Master Plan
includes goals, objectives, specific projects,
policies, and programs to guide how the
City will develop over the next 15 to 20
years.

Planning
Jurisdiction

The 2008 Michigan Planning Enabling

Act authorizes cities within the State

of Michigan to plan for the area within

its municipal boundaries and any areas
outside of it that are related to the City
based on the judgement of the Planning
Commission. While the Master Plan
provides guidance for coordination with
adjacent municipalities and townships, the
City desires to focus policy on improving
quality of life and economic development
climate within the existing City boundaries
and minimize need for strategic future
annexations. As such, for the Wyoming [re]
Imagined Master Plan, the planning area is
defined solely as the area within the City’s
current municipal boundary.
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Impacts of
COVID-19

The Wyoming [re]lmagined Master Plan
was adopted in the midst of the COVID-
19 pandemic. While the full impact of

the pandemic is not know, the vision

and goals contained in this plan provide
direction that is responsive to an evolving
community. Wyoming is located in the
fastest growing county in Michigan since
2010 and one of the fastest growing
regions in the country. The Master Plan
provides guidance for the growth and
change that will occur in Wyoming over
the next decade and beyond. While the
exact timing of anticipated growth cannot
be known, the plan ensures that the rules
for growth will be in place when it does
occur.

| [ | WYOMING [re]IMAGINED

Planning Process

The Wyoming [re]lmagined Master Plan
is strongly informed by a community-
driven planning process that included
engagements with residents, business
owners, developers, local officials,

City staff, service providers, adjacent
municipalities, and other community
stakeholders. The planning process
included the following steps:

Step 1: Project Initiation — The planning
process was initiated with several events
designed to orient the planning team
and highlight planning priorities including
meetings with the Community Services
Department’s Planning and Community
Development staff, other City staff, City
officials, and the Steering Committee.

Step 2: Community Outreach and

Engagement — Residents, business owners,

and other stakeholders were engaged
through a variety of outreach tools,
including public workshops, an interactive
project website, online questionnaires,
focus group meetings, and map.social (an
online community mapping tool).

Step 3: Market and Demographic Analysis
— This included an analysis of market
trends within the City of Wyoming and
the larger market area based on the U.S.
Census and subscription data sources,
including Costar and Esri. Studying market
and demographic conditions is essential in
creating an economically viable plan.

Step 4: Existing Conditions Analysis —
This step included the production of the
Issues and Opportunities Memorandum
(IOM). The IOM is based on information
provided by the City, feedback from

community outreach, field reconnaissance,

surveys, inventories, and review of past
plans, studies, and policy initiatives. A
series of focus group meetings were also
conducted to gain local insights into
development trends and opportunities.
The findings of the IOM were used as a
foundation for recommendations and
policies within the Master Plan.

Step 5: Community Vision, Goals, and
Preliminary Policies — This step established
a ‘vision’ for Wyoming’s future that will
direct subsequent planning activities and
recommendations. A community charrette
and staff-led workshops with Wyoming
residents and the project’s Steering
Committee helped create a vision that
reflects community wants and needs. The
goals and objectives of the Master Plan
were created based on this new vision and
previous planning efforts.

Step 6: Special Area Plans — This step
included the preparation of Special Area
Plans for priority areas of the City that
provide a framework for addressing land
use, development, urban design, and
access and mobility within each area.
The Special Area Plans identify areas of
the City that will require more detailed
planning efforts in the future and also
establish an overall direction for how each
area should be improved over time.
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Step 7: Communitywide Plans and Policies
— This step included the preparation of
future plans for growth, land use and
development, transportation and mobility,
open space and environmental features,
community facilities and infrastructure,
housing, community resiliency and
sustainability, and more. These plans and
policies make up the “core” of the Master
Plan and reflect community input and the
City’s goals and objectives.

Step 8: Implementation Strategy —

This step determined the specific
actions required to carry out the Master
Plan’s policy outcomes, including
recommendations for zoning, Capital
Improvement Program (CIP) priority
improvement projects, public/private
partnership opportunities, redevelopment
sites, potential funding sources and
implementation techniques, and general
administration of the Master Plan.

Step 9: Plan Documents and Adoption —
This step included the preparation of the
final draft of the Master Plan, which was
reviewed by the community during the
public hearing process, and then presented
to the Planning Commission and City
Council for adoption.

Vision, Goals
and Preliminary
Policies

Every section of the Wyoming [re]
Imagined Master Plan begins with the
Vision, Goals, and Objectives for that
subject. The Vision Statement is written
as a retrospective depicting the Wyoming
community in the year 2040.

The Vision Statement is an aspirational
narrative that describes Wyoming's
accomplishments as a community since
the adoption of the Master Plan. It is

a snapshot of the collective desires

of the community and serves as the
foundation for the goals, policies, and
recommendations set forth in the Plan.

To be effective in realizing the
community’s vision for its future, the
Master Plan contains Goals and Objectives
to provide specialized guidance that
transforms collective community values
into operational statements. These
statements should be used as guidelines
for elected and appointed officials,

City staff, business owners, developers,
residents, and all other stakeholders.
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COMMUNITY CONTEXT

Home to 75,124 residents according to U.S. Census 2017 estimates, Wyoming is located about
24 miles east of Lake Michigan. Covering about 24.5 square miles within Kent County, the
City is bordered by five municipalities: Byron Township and the cities of Grand Rapids, Grand-
ville, Walker, and Kentwood. First established as Wyoming Township in 1959, the City is now
the second largest community in the Grand Rapids-Wyoming Metropolitan Statistical Area
(MSA), the second largest MSA in the State of Michigan. The MSA was labeled the most rap-
idly growing economy in 2017 by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. More recently, real estate
research group Trulia ranked the Grand Rapids area as number two in its “Top 10 Markets and
Neighborhoods to Watch in 2019” list.

4 ® Community Context

Wyoming is well connected to surrounding

municipalities, the region, and the rest

of the nation by a robust network of
highways and interstates. The City is
ringed by a series of three freeways: US-131
travels north-south through the eastern
edge of the community, I-196 travels
northwest through and around the City,
and M-6 travels east-west just outside

its southern boundary. Wyoming also
benefits from multiple rail lines: Grand Elk
Railroad that runs alongside US-131 and
CSX Transportation that cuts across the
northern area of the City.

Wyoming is a community characterized
by unique assets, including seven school
districts, a diverse range of cultural
backgrounds, an array of retail and dining
options, numerous parks and recreational
facilities, and a mixture of new and old
residential neighborhoods.
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The City’s character distinctly transitions
from postwar neighborhoods in the
north to mid-20th century suburban
development in its center, and newer
residential development in the south.
The Grand River is also a defining natural
feature that runs along Wyoming’s
northern area, eventually flowing
northwest to exit into Lake Michigan.

Through the creation of the Wyoming
[re]lmagined Master Plan, the City aims
to improve quality of life for Wyoming’s
residents by enhancing such assets,
establishing a cohesive vision, and
directing future growth and the allocation
of resources in a strategic and equitable
manner.

WYOMING [re]IMAGINED | [ |



v
g
\ —— Green Bay‘;“‘
\ D )
N\
N\
|
1%
Milwaukee
/ — ‘
{ )
“ Madison 9 .
— Kenosha
.
N Rockford ‘
N ® Elgin
‘3‘ * et
i
o
: Aurora -
~— oy i o
| @ Joliet
) ‘ |
Peoria
4 o
{
“"l At
554
(\‘\ °
N Springfield E
N J
r ¢
~ )
)
/(
/V_J,/’
(:7
T, é// SO
N P
P

| [ | WYOMING [re]IMAGINED

Indianapolis

,/ / -
| A \
‘\;/’N
Grand Rapids
Lansin (
. .I 8 - .““
yomlng f Annérbor .
/ 9 (' Detroit
7 _ Toledo
() r—— [ ]
South Bend 30}
°
Fort Wayne

(3] \

DRAFT
FOR PUBLIC REVIEW

Community Context =

. “ \‘ Harrison
Ludington J , —
g\ Scottville ‘ @ ‘ S
| () ()
\ I Evart —
\\L ‘ ‘keed City i Beaverton
"““ . \<}> — — - _ ‘ R B (“2787 - -4 - |
/ \
\
/ “ Co‘\eman
/
/
: i ‘ B‘ig Rapids
|
‘ .
‘ ‘ Midlana Auburn
j ‘ Mt Pleasant
\'\ White Cloud | r S
el | L
\ O |
{ — |
\ Fremont |
Montague | Newao
\ Whitehall (46 St Louis
\\ Alma
\ | Grant
\ L
\ Stanton Ithaca ( : )
LMUSkegon Cedar Springs
Norton Shores Greenville Carson City ‘
Rockford ﬁ;ﬂ L T —
Ferrysburg ; &0
e Belding
Grand Haven w (a1 LGrand Rapids
MSA Boun
Walker SA Boundary
) () St Johns
| Grand Rapids lonia J
w | ]
B @ owell
Vo) Grandville
o Kentwood Laingsburg —
& Hudsonville ‘ Portland @
.2 Zeeland / ‘ @ Dewitt ‘ Perry
2 Holland (50)
© | Wyoming- == et | |
[ | |
* ' Lansing |
/ v \
O Saugatuck \/\/ayland : Williamston
~J] Village o Douglas Hastings “
Potterville “
Fennville |
@ Mason “
Charlotte “
— Allegan ‘
@ Eaton RaHids
Otsego ‘
ye 0 - Plaijwy\/ell Olivet Leslie |
South/'Haven \ _— — L
| | — )
Gobles ‘ ‘
BN | Parchment Sprmgﬁeld w
,/ : | Chelsea
( Kalamazoo <" Battle Creek N ‘ , ‘
/ | arsha
/1 | [} Albion | w Jackson
/ ford w \
Coloma ‘Hart = ‘ Portage ‘



Past Plans,
Studies and
Reports

To ensure the Wyoming [re]lmagined
Master Plan is respectful to past planning
efforts that have helped shaped the City
into what it is today, various community-
wide past plans, studies, and reports
were reviewed and summarized below.
Summaries of past plans and studies
specific to transportation can be found in
the Transportation and Mobility section
of this Plan. Past plan recommendations
and policies that were relevant and
consistent with the community’s current
vision and needs were incorporated into
the Master Plan.

Land Use Plan 2020
(2006, 2012)

The City of Wyoming's current Master
Plan, Land Use Plan 2020, was originally
adopted in 2006 and later amended in
2012. The plan provides a comprehensive
analysis of existing land use conditions
within Wyoming and includes examination
of other community characteristics,
including demographics, transportation,
educational facilities, utilities, and

the environment. Based on identified
conditions and challenges, the plan
provides recommendations for future
land use and development, addressing
underutilized or vacant land, commercial
corridor revitalization, and specific sub-
area frameworks.

6 ® Community Context
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City of Wyoming
Recreation Plan
2013-2017

Plan Adopted
December 2012

Amended
June 2015

The eight sub-areas examined include:

® Wilson Avenue SW — Grandville city
limits south to M-6

44th Street SW — Grandpville city limits
east to Division Avenue S

Gezon Parkway SW/54th Street SW
— Byron Center Avenue SW east to
Division Avenue S

60th Street SW — South of 60th
Street SW, from Burlingame Avenue
SW to US-131

Clyde Park Avenue SW

Division Avenue S

m 44th Street SW — South to 60th
Street SE (south city limits)

m 44th Street SW — North to city limits

m 28th Street SW — West city limits to
east city limits

m Chicago Drive SW and Burton Street

SW Areas — West city limits to east
city limits along both streets, and
north to city limits

Key themes from the plan include quality
neighborhoods, strong commercial areas,
vital employment centers, a revitalized and
beautiful City, transportation system, and
natural, historic, and cultural resources.

Turn On 28th Street
Corridor Sub-
Area Plan (2012)

Developed in coordination with the City
of Wyoming’s Downtown Development
Authority (DDA) in 2012, the Turn

On 28th Street Corridor Sub-Area

Plan communicates a vision for the
transformation of 28 West Place Street
into a sustainable, economically vibrant,
and walkable town center. The plan’s
study area stretches along 28th Street
SW between Clyde Park Avenue SW and
Burlingame Avenue SW. Recommendations
are focused on repositioning the area
surrounding the former Studio 28 theater
site and the Wyoming Village Mall and
Rogers Plaza shopping centers. The plan
aims to capitalize on opportunities to
revitalize underutilized or vacant lots
along this highly trafficked commercial
corridor. A crescent street across

Michael Avenue is proposed as a tree-
lined boulevard that supports a mixed
use pedestrian environment with retail,
office, and residential uses fronting the
sidewalk. Elements of the Turn On 28th
Street Corridor Sub-Area Plan that

have been implemented to date include
the construction of 28 West Place (the
western segment of the planned crescent
road) and the adoption of a Form Based
Code for the corridor.

City of Wyoming
Recreation Plan
(2013-2017)

The City of Wyoming Recreation Plan
2013-2017 was created to replace the
previous 2008-2012 Recreation Plan. The
plan provides to the City’s Community
Services Department on how to improve
and expand recreational opportunities
within its parks and recreation system.
Goals for the plan are based on public
input collected from the community
regarding existing recreational facilities
and desires for improvements and new
park amenities. The plan aims to provide
a diverse range of recreational activities
and programs for multiple age groups and
persons of all mental and physical abilities.

For each park within Wyoming, existing
facilities and resources and future needs
are identified, along with a Universal Access
and Americans with Disabilities (ADA)
Assessment to ensure the park meets
accessibility guidelines. The plan establishes
methods to ensure effective management
of department funds and maintenance

of its facilities together with a Capital
Improvement Project (CIP) list. The CIP
projects were categorized by health and
safety, new programming, maintenance,
rule enforcement, and the improvement

of universal accessibility. Project priority is
evaluated annually based on funding, grant
potential, and needs of the public.
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Regional Consolidated
Housing and
Community
Development

Plan (2016-2021)

In coordination with Kent County and the
City of Grand Rapids, the City of Wyoming
created the Regional Consolidated
Housing and Community Development
Plan (CHCDP) which outlines a five-year
strategy to develop viable communities
for the years between 2016 and 2021. The
plan guides Kent County, Grand Rapids,
and Wyoming'’s investment of funds from
the Community Development Block Grant
Program (CDBG), the HOME Investment
Partnership Program (HOME), and the
Emergency Solutions Grant Program (ESG),
and consists of four sections—Process,
Needs Assessment, Market Analysis,

and Strategic Plan. The goals of the plan
include improving the condition, supply,
and affordability of housing; reducing
blight and code violations; increasing civic
engagement and public safety; enhancing
infrastructure and public facilities;
improving access to jobs and education;
and increasing economic opportunity.

=

Fourth Program Year
Action Plan

Community Development Block Grant
2019-2020

Action Plan

Wyoming, Michigan

Community
Development Block
Grant Action Plan
(2019-2020)

Each year, the City of Wyoming’s
Community Services Department’s
Community Planning and Development
staff prepare an Action Plan to support
development and improvement projects
targeted at low- and moderate-income
residents. These projects are funded by
Community Development Block Grants
(CDBG) provided by the U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD). The Action Plan is based on the
2016 to 2021 Kent County, City of Grand
Rapids, and City of Wyoming Regional
CHCDP and outlines the programs to be
initiated in the 2019 to 2020 fiscal year. The
Action Plan includes clearance/demolition
projects, home repair services, housing
rehabilitation, rental assistance, housing
stabilization, and affordable administration
of HUD programs.
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Steering
Committee

A 20-member Steering Committee

was created for the Master Plan with
individuals from a diverse range of
backgrounds and connections to the
community. This includes members

from the school districts, Parks and
Recreation Commission, City Council,
Planning Commission, residents, business
stakeholders, and representatives from
partner agencies, such as MDOT and Metro
Health. The Steering Committee provided
input throughout the development
process of the Wyoming [re]lmagined
Master Plan to ensure the Master Plan is
reflective of the community’s vision.

| [ | WYOMING [re]IMAGINED

Community
Outreach

The City utilized multiple outreach

events and tools to gain insight on

local perspectives regarding issues,
opportunities, strengths, and weaknesses
of Wyoming. The feedback received

was used as a preliminary guide for
identifying local issues and opportunities
for improvements within the community.
The following outreach opportunities were
completed during the planning process:

Steering Committee
Meetings

On April 24, 2019, the City of Wyoming
hosted a Steering Committee Meeting
located at the Wyoming Public Library.
The meeting included a review of the
planning process and solicited input on
pressing issues and concerns facing the
City, specific projects Steering Committee
members would like to see undertaken,
and the primary strengths and assets

of the community. On June 19, 2019, the
Steering Committee met again to discuss
the Analysis of Impediments (Al) to Fair
Housing Choice and Housing Needs
Assessment. A webinar was also held on
April 27, 2020 to present and review the
Master Plan’s draft Land Use Plan and
Vision, Goals, and Policies.
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Community Workshop

On May 2, 2019, the City of Wyoming
hosted a Community Workshop at

the Wyoming Public Library, with
approximately 40 community members in
attendance from across the City. Following
a presentation on the planning process
and the purpose of the Master Plan,
participants were asked to participate in
an interactive activity and post comments
on five poster boards, each prompting

a different question about community
priorities. Discussion took place on
strengths, issues, and opportunities within
Wyoming; improvements they would like
to see undertaken; and residents’ long-
term vision for the community.

Focus Groups
and Interviews

A series of focus groups and interviews
were arranged with key stakeholders of
the City, including Metro Health, Grace
Christian University, private home builders
and realtors, non-profit developer groups,
and the local business and industrial
community. These meetings allowed the
City to receive input on specific issues,
evolving trends, and facility needs facing
these important and influential community
stakeholders.

Immersive Outreach

On August 23, 2019, City staff and the
planning consultant team attended

the annual 28th Street Metro Cruise to
perform immersive outreach, collecting
feedback from event-goers in the form
of casual conversations. Wyoming
residents and visitors were asked to share
their perception of the community and
aspects they would like to see changed.
Feedback was collected from 35 residents
and 63 visitors. Responses to one of the
questions, “When you think of Wyoming,
what is the first word that pops into your
head?” are presented in the following
world cloud.

Project Website

A project website was developed to
support the planning process that included
background information about the plan,
project news and announcements, meeting
dates, documents, and online engagement
tools. The website was active throughout
the development of the Master Plan

and acted as a *hub’ for information and
engagement opportunities.
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Online Questionnaires

Three online questionnaires were made
available on the project website, available
in both English and Spanish, that were
designed to gather detailed feedback
from residents, business owners, and
youth. Approximately 130 responses were
received between April 3 and July 14, 2019.

Home  About The Plan

Help us shape the City's future! The City of Wyoming is in the proct a
[re]lmagined, a new Master Plan that will be used to guide growth lop

community for the next 10 to 20 years. Through the planning process, strategies will be
created to help City leaders in making substantive and thoughtful planning decisions for the

Social Media and
Outreach Material

The following social media and outreach
materials were released to keep the public
updated on the planning process:

m City website posts

m Press releases

m E-news

Social media posts

Flyers

Survey handouts
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Lotsecfbusinessessaleng+28theStreet " ™€

Need-a-brand OGS ® Plﬂz’g Kelsiator
Needs*more*activities i “Move; to* Caledonia™
ReallyBusy Parks PO’ICC Growing swdic-2s

up'nnd‘comingFlea. Mar ketBi Good TMice

Largerecity
Need*morespolice

TmBusy

Cars

'/

Acletecleaner

85}!} o Cswtreetcm,t.;n.,,.,.,,ﬂ
Metrée.

Blueeccllar

Kids o Old-City
Horses® otd-cors

ruise

City*Hall
Overpopulated+schools
Good+Place*to+Live
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INeed *meresrestaurants

Lackeof+cohesion

Evolving cMmunity Bringeshopping+back

Four+cities*combined*intc+one

Church
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Outreach Themes

Major themes that reoccurred across
community outreach efforts performed
for the Wyoming [re]lmaged Master
Plan are summarized below. These
themes established the preliminary

list of issues and opportunities within
Wyoming that were further investigated
down the planning process by the
planning consultant team. They guided
the focus of the Master Plan’s policies
and recommendations, ensuring they are
responsive to the community’s desires and
needs.

Housing and
Neighborhoods

A top issue identified by the community
was the need for affordable housing

to counteract increasing housing

costs. Participants shared the need for
affordable owner-occupied homes for

all income levels as well as additional
mixed use apartments to meet future
housing demand. The need for more
senior housing and community centers to
support the City’s aging population was
also identified. The preservation of the
City’s existing housing stock was another
topic addressed, particularly for more

the centrally located and northernmost
neighborhoods. Further, property
maintenance issues related to absentee
property owners, concentrations of
unattractive rental properties in certain
areas, and the need for stricter rental code
enforcement were highlighted.

8 ® Community Context

Economic Development

The redevelopment of Site 36, a 92-acre
brownfield site, was an important priority
identified by the community. Comments
highlighted that the large vacant site
fosters community perception that
Wyoming is struggling as a community
despite consistent positive growth over
the last several years. Ideas of how to best
to utilize the site varied widely, including
developing a convention center, sport
complex, office park, industrial space,
mixed use commercial, or an urban forest.
Regardless of use, participants underscored
the large site should be redeveloped in a
manner that attracts people to Wyoming
and helps build up Division Ave S.

In a similar light, the community
highlighted the desire to redevelop the
former Kelvinator site, located on the west
side of Clyde Park Avenue SW between
Chicago Drive SW and Burton Street SW.
Discussions included the possibility of
redeveloping the site into a new housing
site or a mixed use development. Many
felt it could act as a gateway from Grand
Rapids.

Another popular topic was the desire

for a thriving, pedestrian-friendly city
center. There was a strong desire to fill
vacancies, attract better-quality businesses
into Wyoming, and diversify shopping
options, particularly along 28th Street

SW. Participants wished to see higher-

end commercial development, more
restaurants, and entertainment options like
Studio 28. The future of Rogers Plaza Town
Center was also discussed, together with
the opportunity revitalize the aging retail
center into a hub of activity and diverse
uses. Ideas to help activate the area
included food truck rallies, public open
spaces, a community center, and a farmers’
or flea market.

The community highlighted the desire for
neighborhood-level commercial nodes
integrated into Wyoming's residential
neighborhoods. Potential commercial
nodes that are currently underutilized
were identified, such as at the corner of
Lee Street/Porter Street SW and Burton
Street SW/Godfrey Avenue SW. Many
noted that the north side of Wyoming is
well designed to support such centers with
a tight grid system; however, the southern
portions of the City are not. There was
discussion of directing future development
in the Panhandle to be “less suburban in
nature” with a more compact, walkable
feel.

Mobility and
Transportation

Increasing traffic congestion, particularly
along US-131 and 54th Street SW, was

a common concern. Many participants
identified the need to improve roadway
conditions, such as by eliminating
potholes and synchronizing traffic lights
along 28th Street. There was a strong
desire to increase Wyoming’s walkability
and bikability, such as by lowering

traffic speeds, enhancing safe crossings,
expanding the sidewalk, trails, and bike
route network, and implementing traffic
calming measures along commercial
corridors. Participants also highlighted the
need for better east-west trail connections
to the Kent Trails (including from Lemery
Park) and an improved bicycle path to
travel across the US 131 and M-6 corridors.
An emphasis was placed on encouraging
Transit-Oriented Development (TOD)
along transit routes and expanding bus
services to underserved areas such as
Chicago Drive SW and the Panhandle.
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Outdoor Recreation and
Natural Environment

While the participants highlighted the
parks system as one of the key assets of
Wyoming, participants also voiced the
need for more parks, community and
shared gardens, and improved landscaping
with growth. Participants expressed all
residents should be within a walking
distance to a park and developers should
be incentivized to preserve existing trees
or plant new trees. The future of the
Pines and Maple Hill Golf Courses were
also discussed, including the potential to
redevelop the facilities into new parks,
sport complexes, or mixed use centers,
while preserving their natural character.

City Government
and Services

Participants wished for Wyoming’s leaders
to be less timid or cautious about taking
on bold actions for the community.
Another concern among participants was
a perceived lack of diversity amongst

City leaders and staff, which does not
reflect the demographics of Wyoming’s
population. Some participants commented
on the high performance of the City’s
Police Bureau, while others expressed the
need to increase personnel and quicken
response times to lower crime.

Employment and
Education

Several participants identified a perceived
lack of local economic opportunities
and jobs with sufficient benefits and
livable wages as a major issue. Outreach
also highlighted an increasing cost of
living and number of households facing
food insecurity. Comments indicated a
desire for more year-round education
options, mentoring, and job shadowing
opportunities for youth, and vocational/
trades education for adults and youth to
prepare residents for middle-skill jobs.

Image and Identity

Another popular theme was the need for
a better-defined identity and sense of
place. Community members expressed
their wish to develop an attractive city
center for Wyoming to better distinguish
the community in the region. The need
to improve the image of the City along
28th Street SW, Division Avenue S, and at
gateways into the City was accentuated.
This includes attracting high quality
development, incorporating streetscaping
elements, and cleaning up litter at the 28th
Street SW on-/off-ramps for US-131.
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Demographic
and Market
Overview

The Demographic and Market Overview
identifies present conditions in the

City of Wyoming as they relate to the
statistical composition of its population
and key real estate indicators. It provides
valuable insight into the City through
summaries of technical information
related to demographic trends; an
overview of housing conditions; and a
broad assessment of the market potential
for retail, office, and industrial market
conditions. A more detailed presentation
of the demographic and market overview
is available in the Issues and Opportunities
Memorandum (IOM).
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Demographics

The following section describes the

basic demographic characteristics of
Wyoming. Where appropriate, the City’s
characteristics are compared to its
neighbor the City of Grand Rapids as well
as Kent County as a whole.

Population

Wyoming is the second largest
municipality in Kent County; its neighbor
to the north, Grand Rapids, is the first.
The two cities account for 43 percent of
the County’s total population, down from
57 percent in 1990. Wyoming’s population
has grown steadily over recent years,
increasing by nearly 3,000 people between
2010 and 2017, and is projected to continue
to into 2045. As Kent County’s population
as a whole continues to rise, rural and
undeveloped areas of the county are likely
to experience development pressure.
Wyoming has limited opportunities for
greenfield development and will need to
increasingly pursue infill redevelopment
opportunities to maintain its share of
future growth.

Age

Wyoming is experiencing shifts in age
composition similar to Grand Rapids

and Kent County, including a significant
increase in the proportion of older adults
aged 65 years and up and a growing
population of those aged 20 to 34

and 45 to 64. Across most age groups,
Wyoming, Grand Rapids, and Kent County
are growing, with the exception of the
under 20 and 35 to 44 groups, which are
experiencing a modest decline. The under
20 age group remains the largest cohort
for both Wyoming and Kent County and
the second largest cohort in Grand Rapids.

Race and Ethnicity

Wyoming'’s racial composition is similar

to neighboring Grand Rapids and has

a growing Hispanic population that

is increasing the community’s overall
diversity. The U.S. Census defines Hispanic
as an ethnicity and not a race; thus, anyone
can identify as Hispanic regardless of their
race. In 2017, the majority of Wyoming’s
population was composed of the White
racial group at 74.8 percent, with the Black
or African American group being the
largest minority group at 7.9 percent. The
Hispanic population in Wyoming grew by
2,561 between 2010 and 2017, representing
an increase of 18.3 percent.
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Household Income

Median household income is rising in
Wyoming, having increased from $44,491
to $50,971 between 2010 and 2017. This
represents an increase of 14.6 percent and
a compound annual growth rate of 2.3
percent, which exceeds 2017 inflation at 2.1
percent. Wyoming is experiencing similar
changes in household income distribution
when compared to Grand Rapids and Kent
County. Households earning lower annual
incomes (less than $50,000) are declining
and those earning higher annual incomes
(greater than $50,000) are growing.
Growth is particularly pronounced among
households earning more than $100,000,
which increased by 37.7 percent in
Wyoming between 2010 and 2017.
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Employment

Wyoming maintains a diverse economy
with significant employers in a wide range
of sectors. Detailed employment data was
pulled from the U.S. Census Bureau, Center
for Economic Studies for 2015, the most
recent data during the time of this study.

Employment by Industry

Total employment in Wyoming has steadily
increased in recent years and now exceeds
pre-recession 2008 levels. Wyoming

has seen multiple consecutive years of
increasing employment having gained 9,719
primary jobs since 2010 (an increase of 29
percent). Like Kent County, the majority

of Wyoming's job gains since 2010 were in
four sectors:

m Health Care and Social Assistance

®m Management of Companies and
Enterprises

m Wholesale Trade
® Manufacturing

The Manufacturing sector remains
Wyoming's largest employer, accounting
for over 7,000 of its primary jobs (16.3
percent), followed by Wholesale Trade (15.4
percent) and Retail Trade (111 percent).

Unemployment

Unemployment has decreased significantly
since 2010 in both Wyoming and Grand
Rapids. Wyoming currently has an
unemployment rate of 5.4 percent,

which is lower than Grand Rapid’s and

the State of Michigan’s rate (both at 7.4
percent), as well as the national rate at 6.5
percent.

Inflow/Outflow

84 percent of people who live in Wyoming
work outside of the City, while 87

percent of people that work in Wyoming
live outside of the City. This exhibits a
significant shift in worker inflow/outflow
as most residents leave the community for
work while most of the local workforce
commutes in from outside communities.
Overall, the number of outside workers
traveling to Wyoming for employment is
larger than the number of residents who
commute elsewhere for work. This results
in an increase in daytime population of
9,079, which can add to traffic congestion
within the City as well as contribute to
longer commute times.
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Market

Supply and demand within individual
market sectors helps determine the
potential for those markets to emerge or
expand in a community. This section of
the report presents an analysis of office,
industrial, and retail sectors, their existing
capacities, and future economic forecasts
for each sector. Data for this section is
from CoStar, a provider of real estate
analytics. Further analysis is also presented
in the Analysis of Impediments (Al) to

Fair Housing Choice and Housing Needs
Assessment.

Office Market

Wyoming has a significant amount of
office space for a community of its size
(with over 10 properties) and a vacancy
rate of 1.3 percent for the second quarter
(Q2) of 2019. The vacancy rate is well below
the preferred industry standard of five
percent and is below the 10-year average
of 79 percent. The City’s rate is also below
Kent County’s and the MSA’s, which are
both around 4.7 percent. Office rents in
Wyoming have steadily increased since
2011 and are projected to continue rising
through 2024.

Industrial Market

Wyoming has over 120 industrial properties
and a current vacancy rate of 0.5 percent.
The vacancy rate is projected to rise
slightly over the next couple years, with
the development of the million-square-
foot Amazon building, then stabilize and
decline from 2021-2024.

| [ | WYOMING [re]IMAGINED

Again, County and MSA vacancy rates
have similar trends but are slightly higher
than Wyoming's. Like the office market,
industrial rents have been increasing since
2011 and are also projected to continue
rising.

Retail Market

The MSA’s ten-year average retail vacancy
rate is 5.8 percent while Wyoming’s is
higher at 9.9 percent. The City’s current
retail vacancy rate, however, is below at
three percent, and is projected to continue
to decrease into 2024. Retail real estate
sales over the past four quarters in the
MSA were nominal, signifying continued
years of limited investment; however,

a continually shrinking vacancy rate

and increasing market rents indicate a
resurgence in retail confidence in the MSA.

Multifamily Market

Multifamily rents per unit for Wyoming,
Kent County, and the Grand Rapids MSA
have increased since 2010. Wyoming
experienced the greatest monetary
increase ($231) since 2011, and is projected
to continue an upward trend after 2022.
Higher rental rates indicate greater
demand for housing. While the MSA has
a higher rental rate per unit, Wyoming

is not far off, representing a desirability
of owning and operating a property in
the City. Wyoming's current vacancy rate
of 4.3 percent is below the five-percent
industry standard as well as the rates for
the County and MSA. It is projected to
decrease into 2024, which correlates with
growing demand for multifamily housing in
Wyoming.
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Housing Needs
Assessment

Housing is a critical issue facing Wyoming
and the broader region. The City of
Wyoming chose to conduct an Analysis to
Impediments of Fair Housing Choice (Al)
as well as a housing needs assessment in
concert with the Master Plan process to
ensure that housing policy is aligned with
current and anticipated needs. The Al and
Housing Needs Assessment summarizes
housing challenges and opportunities over
the next 20 years and identifies methods
of corrections to address identified
impediments. The Al and Housing

Needs Assessment was developed as a
component of the overall Master Plan
process, but adopted in February 2020

as a separate companion product that
complies with US Department of Housing
& Urban Development (HUD) regulations
24 CFR 570.904(c).

Census Tracts

[ census Tract

B North Census Tract Group

[ East of US-131 Census Tract Group
B Central Census Tract Group

[ Panhandle Census Tract Group
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Wyoming’s
Housing Needs

The Housing Needs Assessment identifies
demand for housing within the City based
on the composition of the existing housing
stock, the characteristics of the current
household population, and the local share
of regional household growth projected to
occur within Wyoming.

Potential opportunities to accommodate
projected future growth are identified
based on observed housing trends within
Wyoming and broader shifts in housing
demand occurring at the national level
by housing tenure and type. The report
utilizes housing data collected at the
census tract level and aggregated to
summarize housing needs by subarea
(North, East of US-131, Central, and
Panhandle).

Capturing Regional
Growth

The Grand Rapids-Wyoming MSA is vibrant
and growing and, as the second largest
community in the region, Wyoming has
significant potential to capture this growth.
Based on projections from the Grand
Valley Metropolitan Council, Wyoming

has the potential to grow by 30% by the
year 2045 in terms of total households.
New households are projected to earn
higher incomes and the proportion of
renter household is anticipated to increase.
Accounting for proposed development
(and future vacancy rate of five percent),
there is an overall potential need of 7,876
new housing units through 2045.

Balanced Approach

Based on current household incomes
there is a need for a more balanced
housing stock that provides additional
rental opportunities for lower income
households, and greater housing diversity
that better meets future housing demand
among middle- and upper income
households. A city-wide approach is
needed to identify strategies to increase
development capacity and physically
capture potential housing demand.

The City should also evaluate policies

to address housing needs for low- and
extremely low-income households, as
market-rate development will not address
gaps within the housing stock to meet the
needs of existing and future households.

DRAFT
FOR PUBLIC REVIEW

Project Housing Need

Acres Hodsnlré
Projected Household Growth (through 2045) 8,854
Proposed Development Subtotal 200 1372
Unmet Housing Need 7482
Future Vacancy 5% 394
Total Housing Need 7,876

Source: City of Wyoming, Houseal Lavigne Associates

Future Households by

Income Range by Tenure

Income Range Total Owner Renter
<$20K 1,512 477 1,035
$20K-24,999 392 178 214
$25K-34,999 1151 548 603
$35K-49,999 1357 749 608
$50K-74,999 212 1532 580
$75K< 2,330 1962 368
Total 8,854 5446 3,408

Source: 2013-2017 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, U.S. Census; Houseal

Lavigne Associates
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Shift in Development
Pattern

As greenfield opportunities are increasingly
limited and vacant infill sites are few, the
City’s ability to capture projected growth
hinges on the ability to shift the local
development pattern. This will include
accommodating increased density and a
more varied housing stock on remaining
vacant sites than what has historically been
accommodated in Wyoming.

Redevelopment opportunity sites and
vacant parcels throughout the City
possess the potential to accommodate

an additional 2,571 to 7,713 housing units
depending on the density of proposed
projects. Gross density of between 13 and
15 units dwelling units (d.u.) per acre would
be needed to absorb projected household
growth through 2045 (which is between
6,604 and 7,452 housing units once
accounting for proposed development,
vacancy, and development potential on
vacant sites).

Potential Development Capacity of
Redevelopment Opportunity Sites, 2019

The City will also need to turn to the
redevelopment of underutilized sites
(where existing development is minimal
compared to potential development
capacity related to surrounding
development) and repositioning of

sites previously used for non-residential
purposes. This will require flexibility in the
development process that accommodates
a greater range of housing types, including
a higher proportion of multifamily housing
product. As a built-out community,
context-sensitive design approaches

will be needed to facilitate successful
redevelopment that enhances the overall
character of the community.

Development Capacity

5duper 10du. 15 d.u.
acre peracre  per acre

Acres

Redevelopment Opportunity Sites

514.2 2,571 5142 7713

Source: Houseal Lavigne Associates
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Leverage Existing Tools

The City’s Form Based Code (FBC)
represents a tool that has yet to be fully
leveraged in the community and could
provide for the housing variety and quality
design needed for many of the vacant and
underutilized opportunity sites identified
in this report. The recently approved

HOM Flats at 28 West development is an
example of a strategic infill redevelopment
that leverages the FBC to accommodate
more dense development in manner that is
sensitive to surrounding contexts. Outside
of the FBC zoning districts, development
mechanisms such as Planned Unit
Development (PUD) will play a vital role

in guiding context-sensitive development
that provides a greater number of housing
units and mix of housing products that
enhance the City’s ability to capture
regional housing demands.

The growth projected to occur in the
region presents not only a land use
challenge to the City, but also a housing
and economic development opportunity.
If the City does not prioritize strategies to
accommodate housing needs, potential
future households will move elsewhere in
the region to find the housing they want
and need.
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B Proposed Development
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M Opportunity Sites (513.2
Acres)
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M Properties in Commercial
Zoning (14.4 Acres)

" Properties in Residential
Zoning (57.1 Acres)

Bl Properties in Other Zoning
(227.6 Acres)
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Existinﬁ Land
Use an
Development

Wyoming's diverse mix of land use and
development patterns makes it a vibrant
place to live and work in West Michigan.
An analysis of existing land use provided
insight into how the City has grown

and developed over time and helped
inform what type of development will be
appropriate in the future. The Existing Land
Use and Development section provides an
inventory and analysis of existing land use
as well as an overview of current zoning
within the City of Wyoming.

Existing Land Use
Classifications

Existing land use was inventoried based

on field reconnaissance and research
conducted in Spring 2019. All parcels within
city limits were categorized into one of
the following 11 land use classifications:

Single-Family Detached

This category comprises stand-alone,
single-family housing units on dedicated
parcels. It remains the primary land use
type and is distributed throughout the
City. The newest single-family detached
areas are located in the Panhandle and
older postwar homes are located in north
Wyoming.
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Single-Family Attached

The single-family attached land use
designation comprises structures
containing multiple single-family dwellings,
each sharing a common wall with at least
one adjacent dwelling, and each having

its own entrance. Dwelling types include
rowhomes, duplexes, and townhomes.
While single-family attached units can be
found throughout Wyoming, large clusters
of this category exist in the Panhandle
developed as PUDs, such as Villas at
Rivertown and Del Mar Village.

Multifamily

This category consists of structures with
multiple residential units stacked vertically,
featuring common entryways, stairways,
and amenities, such as apartment buildings
and condominium complexes. Multifamily
developments are located throughout the
community with notable concentrations
around Clyde Park Avenue SW and 36th
Street, west of Burlingame Avenue SW
and 44th Street SW, along Byron Center
Avenue SW and Prairie Parkway SW.

Manufactured Homes

This category includes manufactured,
detached single-family homes that are
constructed on a permanent chassis,
allowing for transportability. Wyoming has
four manufactured home communities
dispersed throughout the City—Ferrand
Estates, Country Estates, Eastern Mobile

Villa, and Creekside Estates Park and Lodge.

Commercial

This category consists of different

scales of commercial and retail services,
including smaller neighborhood nodes,
corridors, and regional commercial areas.
Commercial uses include, but are not
limited to, standalone retailers, mixed use
commercial strips, restaurants, big box
stores, auto body shops, gas stations, and
hotels. Wyoming has multiple commercial
corridors along which the majority of its
retail and service options are located. They
include 28th Street SW, Division Avenue
S, Burton Street SW, 44th Street SW, 54th
Street SW, Bryon Center Avenue SW, and
Chicago Drive SW.

Office

This category includes offices used for
professional services as well as medical
office uses. Individual small offices, legal
firms, and family physicians are dispersed
within commercial corridors, along with
the 150-acre Metro Health campus and
Gordon Food Service headquarters along
Gezon Parkway SW, which make up a
significant portion of office land use.

Industrial

This category contains facilities and
businesses involved in manufacturing,
processing, storage, and distribution

of goods and materials. Industrial uses

are generally clustered together within
established industrial parks. Wyoming has
west Michigan’s third largest industrial tax
base, proceeded by Grand Rapids and
Walker. Accordingly, over 17 percent of
land is dedicated to industrial businesses,
particularly in concentrations along Gezon
Parkway SW, US-131, Roger B. Chaffee
Memorial Drive SE, Chicago Drive SW, and
the western city boundary west of Byron
Center Avenue SW near 28th Street SW.

Public/Semi Public

This category is made up of institutional,
educational, religious, public service,

and governmental uses. This includes
schools, colleges, churches, non-profits,
hospitals, and libraries, such as Wyoming
High School, Resurrection Life Church,
Metro Health Hospital, Wyoming VA
Community Based Outpatient Clinic, and
Grace Christian University. Over 100 parcels
dispersed throughout the community in
Wyoming are dedicated places of worship,
including two large religious complexes in
the south—Resurrection Life and Grand
Rapids First.

Parks and Open Space

This category includes parks managed by
the Community Services Department’s
Parks and Recreation staff and Kent
County, as well as natural areas that have
not been prepared for development. The
Department operates and maintains an
additional 23 parks, nature preserves, and
recreational facilities. Open space areas
can include uncleared lots in between
developments, golf courses, or areas
surrounding natural features, such as

Buck Creek. There are three golf courses
within Wyoming, including Maple Hill
Golf on 56th Street SW, the Pines Golf
Course on 52nd Street SW, and the largest
located within Palmer Park on 52nd Street
SW, Kaufman Golf Course. This land use
category also includes the Hopewell Indian
Mounds Park, a historically significant site
owned and operated by the National Park
Service.
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Utility and Railroad

This category is made up of railroads and
utility infrastructure, such as electrical
substations, power line rights-of-way,
and water treatment facilities. The Kent
Trails and Interurban Trail currently run
along utility lines to utilize the space for
recreational purposes and provide links
between parks.

Vacant

This category comprises unimproved
lots absent of any structures including
lots that may have been recently cleared
for development. Such vacant lots can
accommodate future development.

This category does not include vacant
areas that are part of a larger parcel with
active uses. Vacant parcels are dispersed
throughout the City, including single
parcels within residential neighborhoods
and along commercial corridors.

Land Use Distribution

Wyoming's land use distribution is
depicted in the chart below using the
categories previously described. Single-
family detached homes make up the
majority of land area in Wyoming at 39.3
percent, followed by industrial at 17.2
percent, which supports the significant
industrial tax base. Parks and open space
take up the third largest amount of area at
15.1 percent. Only 2.9 percent of the City
remains vacant.

Existing Land Use Percent

Agriculture 0.4%
Manufactured Home 0.8%
Single-Family Attached 1.6%
Office 1.5%
Vacant 2.9%
Utility and Railroad 39%
Multifamily 43%
Commercial 6.2%
Public/Semi-Public 6.9%
Parks and Open Space 151%
Industrial 17.2%
Single-Family Detached 39.3%
Total 100.0%
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Zoning and
Development
Regulations

Zoning codes are critical for guiding

land use and development and ensuring
growth occurs in accordance with City
goals. Regulations address factors such as
maximum height, minimum building area,
minimum lot sizes, building setbacks and
build to lines, and use of property. They
can also address parking requirements,
sign and storage facility designs, and fence
installations.

Current Zoning
Districts

The City’'s Community Services
Department’s Planning staff manages
zoning within Wyoming, which is divided
into the following residential, commercial,
and industrial districts:

Low-Density Residential
Districts (R-1, R-2)

These districts are intended for single-
family dwellings and protect single-family
residential development. Non-residential
uses that accommodate and support
low-density neighborhoods are also
allowed, including churches, daycares, and
public facilities other than elementary,
intermediate, or high schools. Most R-1
districts are located in southern Wyoming
south of 44th Street SW, while the
majority of R-2 districts are north of 44th
Street SW.
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Medium-Density
Residential Districts
(R-3, R-4)

These districts allow for a variety of
residential uses including single-family,
two-family, and multifamily dwellings.
Certain supplementary uses that are
incidental to medium-density residential
uses are also permitted, including private
educational facilities, foster care group
homes, and nursing homes. Most R-3
districts can be found east of South
Division Avenue S or north of 28th Street
SW, while R-4 districts are dispersed
throughout the City.

High-Density Residential
Districts (R-5, R-7)

These districts are designed to allow

for higher-density residential, including
multifamily residential structures, high-
rise apartments, and condominiums. All
dwellings must have at least one property
abutting a major thoroughfare or have
vehicular access to one. The R-7 district
is intended for higher quality multifamily
housing designed to be compatible with
adjoining single-family zoning districts.
Most of these districts are located in the
southern half of the City.

R-6 Residential District

This district is intended for mobile homes
and mobile home parks. Non-profit
elementary, intermediate, and high schools
offering courses in general education, as
well as churches and accessory uses are
also permitted. These districts are typically
found south of 44th Street SW.

ER Estate Residential
District

This district is intended to accommodate
rural estate type residential uses that
typically contain large lot single-family
dwellings. These districts can be found in
the City’s southwestern Panhandle.

B-1 Local Businesses
District

This district is intended to provide basic
services and convenience shopping for
adjacent neighborhoods as well as the
entire community. B-1 districts are typically
bordered by low-density residential
districts, and can be primarily found along
Chicago Drive SW, 36th Street SW, 44th
Street SW, and 56th Street SW.

B-2 General
Business District

This district allows for a mix of retail
businesses as well as a wide range of
supplementary uses to accommodate

a business district including hotels

and motels, bus stations, theaters, and
veterinary hospitals. The majority of B-2
districts are located in shopping corridors
of the City.

B-3 Planned Shopping
Business District

This district is intended for retail and
services that are motorist oriented. These
districts include larger sized lots that may
be incompatible in other business districts.
Permitted uses can include department
stores, drive-through restaurants, and
community shopping centers. The majority
of these districts are located south of 44th
Street SW.

RO-1Restricted
Office District

This district is designed to accommodate
office buildings for executive,
administrative, and professional
occupations, as well as medical offices
and financial institutions. These districts
are dispersed throughout the City. Many
of these districts can be found along 44th
Street SW and Clyde Park Avenue SW.

Light Industrial

Districts (I-1, I-3)

These districts are intended for light
industrial activity that do not emit
significant hazards or noise pollution.
These uses include wholesaling,
warehousing, research laboratories,
laundries, and the manufacturing and
packaging of food products, drugs, toys,
cosmetics, and other small products.
The only I-3 district is located on the
southern border of the City where more
than 10 truck bays and loading docks are
permitted.

I-2 General Industrial
District

This district is designed for heavier
industrial uses that benefit from having
convenient highway access and are
typically located on the outskirts of the
City. Industrial activity permitted in these
districts include automobile manufacturing
and factories that work with metals, paints,
and lumber. These districts can be found

in the northern, western, and eastern
extremities of city limits, south of Burton
Street SW and Burlingame Avenue, and
along the east side of US-131.
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P-1 Vehicular
Parking District

This district is intended solely for the
parking of private automobiles. The largest
of these districts is located at 36th Street
SW and Buchanan Avenue SW.

PUD-1 Low Density
Planned Unit
Development

This district is designed to group varying
land uses including residential, commercial,
and recreational where they can coexist.
Single-family and multifamily dwellings

are permitted as well as the uses allowed
in Local Business Districts. These districts
can be found in the City’s southwestern
Panhandle.

PUD-2 Commercial
Unit Development

This district is intended for commercial
centers where a wide range of shopping
and services can be provided. The only
PUD-2 district is located at the border
of the City on the north end of Wilson
Avenue SW, which features big box retail
and department stores.

PUD-3 Planned Health
Care District

This district is designed for general health
care and medical facilities. Permitted uses
include hospitals, medical laboratories,
medical education facilities, health clubs and

fitness centers, and additional supplementary
uses. The only PUD-3 district is Metro Health,

located at the southern end of the City, east
of Byron Center Avenue SW.

PUD-4 Zoning District

This district is intended to provide for
flexibility in development in a sustainable
and character-sensitive manner for a
variety of land uses. This district permits
single-family detached, single-family
attached, multifamily, public-/semi-public,
commercial, and industrial uses. There

are currently two PUD zone projects in
Wyoming: Grace Christian University and
Union Suites at Michael.

Form Based Code

The City also applies a Form Based Code
(development regulations that focus on
the physical appearance and design of
development in addition to regulation of
land use) to portions of the 28th Street
SW, Burton Street SW, and Division
Avenue S corridors. Adopted in 2013 and
later amended in 2018, the code aims to
enhance the image of the public realm by
creating standards for individual building
character, streetscape, and public spaces.
The Form Based Code addresses land

use, parking requirements, signs, and
subdivision standards, and aligns with the
City’s land use plan as presented in the
Land Use 2020 Master Plan and related
amendments. Mixed use developments
are only allowed within Form Based Code
districts, with first floor rentable space and
upper floor residential.
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Current Zoning

ER Estate Residential District
R-1 Residential District
R-2 Residential District
“" R-3 Residential District
W R-4 Residential District
" R-5 Residential District
" R-6 Residential District
" R-7 Residential District
“" B-1 Local Business District
" B-2 General Business District

#* B-3 Planned Shopping
Business District

RO-1 Restricted Office District
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" Form Based Code

I-1 Light Industrial District
“ -2 General Industrial District
" |-3 Restricted Industrial District
%" p_1 Vehicular Parking District

“" PUD-1 Low Density Planned
Unit Development

" PUD-2 Commercial Planned
Unit Development

#® pyD-3 Planned Health Care
District

7 PUD-4 Zoning District (no
properties within this
designation)
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LAND USE PLA

The Land Use Plan identifies desired future land uses for all areas of Wyoming, building off
the existing development patterns within the City. The Land Use Plan strives to preserve
and enhance Wyoming’s established residential neighborhoods while promoting opportu-
nities for higher density, unique, and affordable housing types. The Plan seeks to strength-
en neighborhood commercial centers and revitalize the City’s major corridors, supporting
transit-oriented development along transit routes. Wyoming’s city center along 28t Street
SW is envisioned to be a bustling pedestrian-friendly, mixed use district that offers a diverse
range of businesses and housing options with integrated public gathering spaces. Expansion
of the local employment base through infill development and enhancements of industrial
and business parks are also supported.

The Land Use Plan is an important guide for growth and development in Wyoming, serving
as a foundation for future decision-making. The Land Use Plan is intended to be flexible and
should accommodate creative approaches to land use and development consistent with the
policies and guidelines included in Wyoming [re]lmagined.
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Land Use Plan

The Land Use Plan identifies desired uses
throughout the City of Wyoming. All
parcels have been designated under one of
10 land uses categories which include:

® Traditional Residential

m Suburban Residential

® Mixed Use

m Neighborhood Commercial Center

m Corridor Commercial

m Public/Semi-Public

m Business Park

® Industrial

m Parks and Open Space

m Utility and Railroad

The following section defines each

land use category and highlights design
and policy considerations for future
development. The corresponding photos
display positive examples of each land use
within Wyoming.
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Sustainability

To ensure Wyoming will prosper as an environmentally and economically sustainable community, sustainability
must remain at the forefront of future planning-related decisions. This includes supporting development that
minimizes impacts to the natural environment and makes efficient use of municipal resources and assets to

provide long-term economic stability. It is key for the City to stay current with, and when possible get ahead
of, emerging technologies that innovatively prepares the community for long-term vitality. Sustainability was a
driving theme in the development of Wyoming [re]lmagined and has been highlighted across each chapter in
green “Sustainability” callout boxes.
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Traditional Residential

This category comprises smaller ot
single-family detached properties in
established residential neighborhoods,

as well as integrated single-family
attached and multifamily development.
Traditional Residential should continue

to be the predominant land use in areas
located north of 44th Street SW and

east of US-131. Infill development and
reinvestment should be encouraged within
Traditional Residential neighborhoods and
strategic multifamily infill development
should be used to increase housing choice
within the community. This includes
expanding housing options for older adults
seeking to age-in-place in Wyoming. All
higher density development should be
sensitive to surrounding residential areas
and reflect local scale and character.
Multifamily and single-family attached
housing should also be used to transition
to lower density residential neighborhoods
from commercial and industrial uses

and encouraged in areas surrounding
Neighborhood Commercial Centers to
support businesses, create community
identity, and activate the area.
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Suburban Residential

This category includes newer residential
development located in the southern
portion of Wyoming, including single-
family detached, single-family attached,
and multifamily development. Suburban
Residential areas generally have larger lot
sizes than Traditional Residential areas
and have curved streets with greater
distances between intersections. The
Suburban Residential land use also includes
isolated clusters of single-family estate
homes on large lots (typically over 2
acres). While some estate areas should be
preserved, redevelopment of others may
be encouraged in the future as the City
looks to maximize development potential
to capture projected growth in the region.
Residential growth within Suburban
Residential areas should continue to

be primarily developed as planned unit
developments (PUDs) that incorporate
green space and pedestrian infrastructure.
Higher density residential should be
prioritized along major roadways as well
as around Neighborhood Commercial
Centers while maintaining the character
of predominantly single-family detached
neighborhoods.

Mixed Use

This category includes multi-story mixed
use structures, featuring retail, restaurant,
and services uses on the ground floor
and office or residential on the upper
floors. It also includes horizontal mixed
use development where a variety of uses
occur within proximity to one another,
either in a piecemeal fashion along key
corridors (such as Division Avenue), or on
large-scale development sites where a mix
of uses is anticipated across the site (such
as Site 36, the Kelvinator Site, and existing
golf courses). Mixed Use development
should be focused within the central 28th
Street corridor and adhere to the City’s
existing Form Based Code to create a
walkable city center that will act as the
heart of the City. Mixed Use development
should also be prioritized along portions
of the Division Avenue corridor to best
leverage Silver Line Bus Rapid Transit
stations as anchors to transit-oriented
development. Multifamily structures
should also be strategically placed within
Mixed Use areas to increase activity and
support local businesses.

Neighborhood
Commercial Center

This category consists of commercial
areas that primarily serve the residential
neighborhoods surrounding them. These
centers should serve as neighborhood
anchors, creating focal points of activity.
They should provide community gathering
spaces and access to daily goods and
services, such as salons, dry cleaners,
restaurants, cafes, and small grocery
stores. Several Neighborhood Commercial
Centers currently exist, but their function
as anchors of neighborhood activity
should be further strengthened. This
should include incorporating placemaking
elements, such as outdoor seating, public
art, and streetscaping. Single-Family
Attached and Multifamily residential
development should also be promoted

in surrounding areas to establish an edge
to the district and increase activity in

commercial areas. Mixed use development,

community centers, and recreation centers
are also appropriate within Neighborhood
Commercial Centers as redevelopment
oceurs.
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Corridor Commercial

This category includes a mix of large-scale
commercial retail and services along major
roadways, adjacent to the expressway,

or within regional commercial areas.
Commercial uses can include, but are not
limited to, standalone retailers, mixed use
retail centers, restaurants, large scale retail
stores, gas stations, and hotels. Small office
developments are also included within this
category. Wyoming's Corridor Commercial
areas should be accessible by car, by

bike, and by foot and enhanced with

fully connected sidewalks. The addition
of pedestrian amenities should also be
prioritized, such as benches, pedestrian-
scaled lighting, and traffic calming
elements. Wyoming's primary Corridor
Commercial corridors, 28th Street SW,
Division Avenue S, and Clyde Park Avenue
SW at key intersections, should continue
to be developed with high quality
commercial uses, filling in any existing
vacancies and redeveloping underutilized
areas where possible.
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Public/Semi-Public

This category is made up of institutional,
educational, religious, public service, and
governmental uses. This includes schools,
colleges, churches, non-profits, hospitals,
and libraries. These institutions enhance
quality of life, and as redevelopment
occurs, Public/Semi-public uses

should be preserved or integrated into
redevelopment plans to ensure new
residents have access to valued community
services. Further discussion of Public-/
Semi-Public uses is located in Chapter 4:
Community Facilities and Infrastructure.

Business Park

This category consists of major
employment centers, smaller scale
industrial areas, and office/medical
complexes. This land use is concentrated
along the Gezon Parkway SW corridor,
US-131 corridor, Roger B Chaffee Memorial
Boulevard corridor, and the western and
eastern ends of the 28th Street corridor
within city limits. As Business Park uses
continue to grow, attention should be
given to design quality, freight access,
traffic impacts, and parking supply.
Beautification improvements, such as
landscaping, should also be integrated to
provide separation, screen unattractive
views from adjacent properties, and
enhance curb appeal.

Industrial

This category contains facilities and
businesses involved in manufacturing,
processing, storage, and distribution

of goods and materials. Industrial uses
are generally clustered together within
established freight corridors including
US-131 and Chicago Drive SW. Industrial
uses should continue to be concentrated
in designated areas. Industrial uses should
be well buffered and screened to minimize
noise, light, and other environmental
nuisances to adjacent commercial and
residential areas.
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Parks and Open Space

This category includes designated park
space, nature preserves, golf courses, trails,
and recreational or sports facilities. It
includes parks and natural areas managed
by the City of Wyoming and Kent County,
as well as private parks developed as part
of planned unit developments (PUDs). The
City should continue to seek opportunities
to increase available park space within

the community and strive to provide
parkland within walking distance to all
neighborhoods. This includes pursuing
strategic acquisitions of properties to
redevelop into new park space and
ensuring PUDs integrate prviate parks

to acheive green space within southern
Wyoming. Chapter 6: Parks, Open Space
and Recreation identifies potential

areas for the development of new
parkland to ensure that the Wyoming'’s
growing population continues to have
quality access to parks and recreation
opportunities.

Utility and Railroad

This category is made up of railroads and
utility infrastructure, such as electrical
substations, power line rights-of-way,
and water treatment facilities. The Kent
Trails and Interurban Trail currently run
along utility lines to utilize the space for
recreational purposes and provide links
between parks. Additional opportunities
to construct trails along utility lines should
be pursued to further expand the City’s
trail network.
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City of
Grand Rapids
Industrial Growth. Continue to concentrate
Lq n d U s e P I q n and infill industrial uses within designated
industrial areas to minimize noise, light, and

other environmental nuisances to adjace
commercial and residentia

City Center. Create a mixed use,
walkable city center at the core
of the 28th Street corridor that
offers a variety of shopping,
dining, entertainment, and
service options, as well as
community gathering spaces.

Parcels in Wyoming have been assigned one of ten land use
designations. These cover a broad range of land use types and should '_V'.’.:,‘. !ﬂer w,
serve as the basis for development review and approval and future
zoning amendments that may be needed to implement the Plan’s
recommendations. Uses are arranged in a pattern that is intended fo
reflect existing development, limit incompatible uses, capitalize on
arterial corridors, strengthen commercial areas, maintain existing
residential neighborhoods, and take advantage of emerging
development opportunities. Further recommendations for creation of
high quality residential, commercial, and employment areas are
contained within the Residential Areas Framework Plan and Economic
Development Framework Plan.

Business Park. Give attention to design

quality, landscaping, freight access,
traffic impacts, and parking supply with
new development within business parks.

6Th St SW

Traditional Residential. Encourage infill

Traditional Residential Il Business Park development and reinvestment in
Suburban Residential M Industrial ,,e,.ghbﬁ“,ﬁ%’gg’f}f,fe’gfg,ﬁgifgﬁg[
B Mixed Use B Public-/Semi-Public denisity residential options.
Il Corridor Commercial I Parks and Open Space
I Neighborhood Utility and Raillroad )
Commercial Center G,i';’éi’ifue ‘ 44Th st sw

|

4 L e :
X :
= : — Mixed Use. Leverage the
Silver Line BRT along Division
| E Avenue § to support transit-
orienfed development

concentrated around bus
stops, creating walkable,
unique mixed-use areas with
a variety of retail, housing,
and entertainment options.

Suburban Residential. Continue to direct
suburban residential growth primarily as
planned unit developments (PUDS) that

include higher density options, greenspace,
and pedestrian infrastructure.

City of
Kentwood

— Corridor Commercial.
Continue to concentrate and
revitalize commercial
corridors with high quality
businesses, filling in any
existing vacancies and
repositioning underutilized
properties where needed.

Byron
Center
Land UsePlan = 21
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RESIDENTIAL AREAS

[ ®
Vision
In 2040, Wyoming will consist of a mix of stable, thriving residential neighborhoods, each
with their own unique character and identity. These neighborhoods will offer an increased
variety of housing options that enable people of all stages of life and income levels to thrive
in Wyoming. The City will continue efforts to integrate affordable housing throughout the
community including within new housing developments, reflecting Wyoming’s desire to be
an inclusive community. Older neighborhoods that once showed signs of age and wear will
be renewed with a blending of new housing and reinvestment in the existing housing stock.
Wyoming’s residential areas will be attractive to new families and established residents alike,
with highly connected and walkable neighborhoods supported by nearby restaurants and
shops.

Goal 1

Reinvest in existing residential neighborhoods while fostering new housing development
throughout Wyoming.

Goals 2

Encourage greater housing choice, affordability, accessibility, and livability within all
Wyoming's neighborhoods.
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Address
Housing Need

Seek opportunities to develop vacant
or underutilized lots with single-family
attached and multifamily housing to
better meet current housing need and
capture long-term growth within the
region.

Currently, single-family detached homes
make up 39.3 percent of Wyoming's land
use, while multifamily makes up 4.3 percent
and single-family attached 1.6 percent.
Wyoming's Analysis of Impediments to Fair
Housing Choice (Al) and Housing Needs
Assessment identified potential demand
for 7,876 new housing units within the

City, representing potential growth of 30
percent, through 2045. The proportion

of renter households is also anticipated

to increase. While single-family detached
homes will continue to remain the
predominant housing type, it is increasingly
important to provide greater diversity in
housing options. The City should support
the development of higher density
housing, such as townhomes, duplexes,
condominiums, and apartments, on vacant
or utilized lots to meet Wyoming’s growing
housing need.

Higher Density Infill

Within established single-family detached
neighborhoods, vacant lots and older
properties that may be reaching the end
of their useful life should be considered
opportunities to accommodate higher
density residential development. Such
infill development should complement
the massing and scale of the surrounding
neighborhood and utilize similar setbacks
such that single-family attached and
multifamily development relates strongly
to adjacent single-family homes. The City
should evaluate amending residential
zoning districts, such as the R-1and R-2
districts, to allow for such context-
sensitive higher density infill, including
townhomes, duplexes, and small-scale
apartment buildings.
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Strategic Multifamily
Development Along
Commercial Corridors

Multifamily development should be
encouraged along Wyoming's commercial
corridors in strategic locations where it
can be used to reposition underutilized
commercial properties and increase
activity in adjacent portions of the
corridor. As the retail environment
continues to shift and demand for brick
and mortar retail locations decreases,
multifamily development should be
viewed as a desirable alternative in
commercial areas with decreasing rents
and occupancy.

In accordance with the Land Use Plan,
commercial and mixed development
should be concentrated in districts and
at key intersections, and multifamily
development should be used to revitalize
weaker commercial areas between
these identified nodes. This includes
along Division Avenue S and 28th Street
SW where underutilized or vacant lots
exist (see Special Area Plans for further
discussion of these two corridors).

Similarly, single-family attached and
multifamily developments should be
encouraged around neighborhood
commercial centers as they will support
local businesses while serving as a

transitional land use buffer between higher

intensity commercial activity and single-
family detached neighborhoods.

Higher Density
Growth in Panhandle

Just as it has over the past decade, the
Panhandle area will continue to play a
critical role in accommodating Wyoming’s
growth. While greenfield developments
are increasingly limited, numerous
development opportunities remain within
the Panhandle, including rural areas that
have low density single-family homes

and large areas of open space, as well as
two golf course properties and a driving
range. As the Panhandle continues to
develop, the City should ensure that a
range of housing products, including higher
density residential types, are included in
new housing projects. Large lot single-
family detached properties along primary
roadways or adjacent to commercial
centers may also be considered for long-
term, higher density redevelopment.
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Example of a “Granny Flat” in backyard of sing[e-fami erched home in San Deigo, CA

Encourage
Alternative
Housing Types

Encourage opportunities to repurpose
existing structures and explore
alternative housing types within
established neighborhoods to further
diversify Wyoming’s housing stock.

To ensure Wyoming continues to grow

as a desirable place to live for all age
groups, income levels, and family sizes,

it is important that a variety of housing
types are available. This includes the
ability to support all stages of life and to
age in place. The City should support the
development of additional senior housing
options to address its aging population

as well as the development of smaller
housing types that are attractive to young
professionals, lower-income families, and
downsizers.
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Accessory Dwelling
Units (ADUs)

ADUs, sometimes called “granny flats,”
provide for greater density in existing
single-family neighborhoods without
negatively impacting community character.
They generally are less than 800 square
feet and allow for context sensitive

infill on smaller lots, such as by placing

a unit above a detached garage. ADUs
also provide opportunities for multi-
generational housing when parents wish
to downsize and continue living with
their children and grandchildren. The City
should consider promoting internal and
detached ADUs as special uses within
certain residential zoning districts. The City
should ensure that certain conditions are
met in the approval of the use, including
the availability of sufficient parking and
quality design. Such conditions would
ensure ADUs have little to no impact on
the appearance of the primary residence
and character of development as seen
from the adjacent street.

Example of a Single-Family Conversion in Peoria Heights, IL

Senior Housing

The City has been experiencing its greatest
percentage of growth in the 65 years

old and over age group. This older age
group increased by nearly 1100 individuals
or 16.7 percent between 2010 and 2017,
while the City’s overall population grew
by 4.2 percent. To address the aging
population, senior housing should be
strategically located in areas close to
healthcare facilities, grocery and retail
stores, public parks, open space, and
public transit to provide older residents
with close access or convenient means of
travel to healthcare services and day-to-
day activities. This includes around Metro
Village, along 28th Street SW, 44th Street
SW, and Wilson Avenue SW.

As empty-nesters often desire homes
that require less maintenance, such as

a smaller unit footprint and yard, more
diverse housing options should be
provided, such as cottage style homes,
single-family attached, and multifamily
development. Senior housing should also
be integrated into existing residential
neighborhoods with proximity to
commercial and entertainment options
to ensure high quality of life while
minimizing opportunities for isolation.
The Union Suites at Michael Avenue is a
good example of integrated senior housing
as it will be located near the Wyoming
Public Library as well as two commercial
corridors: 28th Street SW and Clyde Park
Avenue SW.

Example of a Tiny Home in Tallahassee, FL

Single-Family
Conversions

The City should also consider permitting
single-family detached conversions into
duplexes, triplexes, or quadplexes to
increase housing density in a way that
blends into the surrounding single-family
detached neighborhood. Such conversions
are beneficial as they extend the economic
life of existing structures and allow owners
to justify expenditures for internal repairs
and modernization. If permitted, the City
should establish clear regulations and a
judicious approval process to mitigate
potential issues such as parking supply,
maximum number of units, unit ingress/
egress, and fire code compliance.

Tiny Homes

Tiny homes are detached dwellings
typically under 400 square feet that provide
increased opportunity for affordable home
ownership. They provide the freedom and
appeal of single-family homes at a smaller
scale and therefore lower cost, and are often
developed in clusters to support a sense

of community. They also create housing
options for those who desire a minimalistic
lifestyle. The City should consider allowing
the development of tiny homes and similar
small-footprint residential uses to help
diversify housing while respecting the
character of existing neighborhoods. As this
type of housing has not yet been proven

in the Wyoming housing market, a pilot
project should be considered.
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Case Study

Tiny Homes

Detroit, Michigan

Rev. Faith Fowler, a 60-year-old Methodist pastor in Detroit,
Michigan, built 13 tiny homes in 2019 as a radical approach to
addressing people’s needs who are homeless or living in poverty.
Working with Cass Community Social Services, an anti-poverty
nonprofit, Fowler constructed small-scale Cape Cod, Victorian,
and angle-roofed modern style homes, all under 400 square

feet on 30 by 100 foot lots. Each cost $45,000-$55,000 to build,
much of which was donated from corporations, foundations,

and Christian denominations. A rent-to-own formula is used that
charges tenants a dollar per square foot, making rent affordable
for those making the required minimum $7,000 annual income. The
program also requires residents to pay their own utility bills, meet
with a financial coach monthly, and participate in a community
watch program—if successfully completed, the home and land are
deeded to the tenant, mortgage free. This tiny home development
sets a precedent for breaking the cycle of poverty and providing
truly affordable housing options for low-income residents wishing
to own their own home.

W
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Sustainability
Sustainability thrm‘lfh
Higher Density Residential

As Wyoming is mostly built out, encouraging the development
of higher density residential options would make greater use of
existing infrastructure and support the established transit system.
With limited opportunities for greenfield development, higher
density infill projects are also needed to capture regional growth
and ensure the City is in a fiscally sustainable position over the
long term. An exemplary higher density residential project that

is currently under construction is HOM Flats, located on 28th
Street between Burlingame Avenue SW and Michael Avenue SW.
This development is a positive example of infill development that
will provide housing options near Wyomings city center, which is
planned to be a pedestrian-friendly, mixed use district. A portion
of the apartment will be below market-rate, increasing inclusive
and affordable housing options in the City.
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Promote Mixed
Use Districts

Promote highly walkable mixed use
districts and transit-oriented housing
development.

The lack of mixed use areas in Wyoming
and the reliance on large and separated
commercial, office, and residential areas
means most residents rely on vehicles to
accomplish their day-to-day activities.

By promoting mixed use development

in strategic locations, the City can better
connect residents with the amenities they
need on a day-to-day basis. Residents living
in mixed use districts would benefit from
high levels of accessibility and walkability.
Transit system investments, including the
Silver Line along Division Avenue S, as well as
locations where mixed use already exists on
a limited scale, such as Burton Street, should
be leveraged for future mixed use.

Mixed use development can consist of
either a horizontal mix of uses within
close proximity, or multi-story mixed use
buildings. Where possible, vertical mixed
use development should be encouraged
with multifamily housing placed above
ground-floor commercial uses to ensure the
street level remains active. Public spaces,
such as small parks and plazas, should
also be integrated into mixed use areas
to provide opportunities for community
gathering and placemaking activities.
Pedestrian infrastructure improvements
such as sidewalk widening, streetscaping,
and intersection improvements should
be prioritized. Further, opportunities

to encourage accessible healthcare and
childcare facilities should be pursued.

28th Street SW

28th Street SW has historically developed
as Wyoming's primary commercial corridor,
serving both residents and shoppers
throughout the region; however, its
character remains auto oriented and lacks
the feel of a downtown. Today, there is

a strong community desire to establish a
city center and other walkable, mixed use
districts that foster a stronger community
identity. In addition to being hubs of
commercial activity, mixed use districts
provide an opportunity to integrate a
variety of housing options within future
development.

Form Based Code

The City’s Form Based Code should

be adhered to so as to encourage the
formation of mixed use districts along 28th
Street SW, Burton Street SW, and Division
Avenue S. The code addresses aspects like
building type, frontage type, materials,
access, parking, and sign standards to guide
compact, transit-oriented development
patterns that foster multi-modal corridors,
mix of uses, and diversity of residential
development.
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Transit-Oriented
Development (TOD)

The Silver Line is a unique transportation
asset, providing bus rapid transit (BRT)
service to Downtown Grand Rapids and
Kentwood (see the Division Avenue S
Special Area Plan for further discussion).
New mixed use development should be
encouraged in the areas surrounding Silver
Line stations to better leverage available
transit services as an amenity for businesses
and residents and provide living options for
residents who do not own cars.

Site 36

As a remediated brownfield, residential uses
are not permitted on Site 36. However,
existing residential properties between

the site and Division Avenue S should be
considered for gradual redevelopment

into a mixed use and multifamily district
that leverages proximity to future

Site 36 amenities and direct access to
Downtown Grand Rapids that the Silver
Line provides. As higher density housing

is developed within the area, affordable
housing should be incorporated within new
development. Properties along 36™ Street
and Division Avenue S should be considered
for assembly to facilitate larger-scale
development.

Promote
Affordable
Housing

Ensure affordable housing is supplied
with the growth of new housing to
provide options for all income levels.

The limited availability of affordable
housing is a critical issue within Wyoming
that must be prioritized to ensure the
City’s long-term sustainability. The City’s
Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing
Choice (Al) identified that almost one in
three (8,109 households or 29.5 percent
of Wyoming's households) paid more
than 30 percent in housing costs in 2017.
As defined by the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD),
these households are considered to be
cost burdened and may have difficulty
affording necessities such as food,
clothing, transportation, and medical care.
The Al also identified the need for a more
balanced housing stock that provides
additional rental opportunities for lower
income households and for new policies
to address housing needs for low- and
extremely low-income households. To
ensure Wyoming is welcoming and can
support residents of all income groups, the
City should ensure it actively promotes
the creation of new affordable housing
units within its housing stock.
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Affordable Housing
Incentives and
Mechanisms

There are several incentives the City could
utilize to encourage developers to include
below-market rate units in new housing
developments. Incentives to consider
include the following:

m Density bonuses
m Expedited processing
m Parking reductions

m Tax abatements

If density bonuses or parking reductions
are pursued, the City must ensure the
development is still respectful to the
scale of the surrounding neighborhood
and adequate parking supply is provided
on-site or through other locations to
accommodate added demand. In addition
to incentives, various mechanisms exist
that could be used to preserve affordability
as Wyoming and the region experience
growth. Pursuits such as establishing

a community land trust will require
coordination with partner organizations.
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Community Land Trusts

A community land trust (CLT) is a shared-
equity model run by community or
nonprofit landholding organizations. They
provide long-term affordable land- and
home-ownership models by purchasing
land off the market and selling or renting
out price-controlled units, CLTs can
permanently maintain units at an affordable
price through agreements that limit the
amount of profit that a homeowner can
earn when it sells to the next owner.

For example, some land trusts collect

a percentage of profit from increased
property value from a sale to subsidize
the next resident. As CLTs’ initial
investments to obtain land or housing
units are substantial, public subsidy is
often necessary. Funding sources available
to Wyoming that could be used to assist
a CLT include HUD HOME Investment
Partnerships Program.

Housing Co-Operatives

Housing co-operatives are another
creative solution to providing affordable
housing through shared-equity housing.
Co-ops are formed by a group of residents
that buy into a share of a multifamily
building, through which they are granted
partial ownership and a unit. This model
creates the opportunity for collective
homeownership by residents who
otherwise may not to be able to afford a
property independently. Residents then
create their own rules and management
system to maintain the co-op, such as
monthly dues for maintenance, insurance,
and other needs.

Limited-equity co-ops keep units
affordable by capping the percentage
share prices can increase annually, as
well as retrieving a portion of the equity
earned when a share is sold to subsidize
the next buyer. Such models are gaining
popularity among nonprofit affordable
housing developers across the nation.

Inclusionary Zoning

While incentives can be an effective

tool in promoting the inclusion of
affordable housing in new development,
implementation should be monitored. If
the City determines that incentives do not
appear to be having the desired result, the
City should consider adopting inclusionary
zoning (1Z).

As the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act
currently prohibits local governments
from adopting mandatory 1Z, voluntary 1Z
should be considered as well as integrating
IZ into PUD requirements. The City should
work with private developers to include

a set percentage of affordable housing
units in future multi-unit developments
(e.g. 10 percent of units in residential
developments of 10 units or more). In
exchange for compliance with this policy,
developers could also receive a bonus
described previously. The City may also
propose an amendment to the Enabling
Act to allow mandatory IZ across the
state as a proactive and effective tool for
increasing affordable housing.

Workforce Housing

Workforce housing that is affordable by
low- and middle-income wage earners was
highlighted as a need during community
outreach. According to U.S. Census, 36,080
people worked in Wyoming but lived
outside of the community as of 2017.
These commuters represent a potential
source of new residents and an economic
development opportunity. People who
live and work in the same community help
boost the local economy by spending
their earned dollars locally and alleviate
congestion by shortening or eliminating
their commutes. To grow the number

of people who both live and work in
Wyoming, the City should support the
development of workforce housing near
major employment centers or transit that
provides easy access to jobs.
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Equity and Inclusivity
Inner City Christian Federation
Community Homes Initiative

The Inner City Christian Federation’s (ICCF) Community Homes
Initiative is a program charged with renewing and restoring homes
and creating affordable housing, working towards a more equitable
and inclusive housing market. Through a community-led effort,
the organization has purchased 248 homes since 2017 to provide
affordable rental rates and homeownership opportunities for
low- and moderate-income households. Through the Community
Homes Land Trust, tenants can purchase their home if they
desire to. The ICCF has 188 properties in Grand Rapids and 60 in
Wyoming and anticipates investing $4.5 million over 10 years for
renovations and capital improvements to create energy efficient,
environmentally sustainable homes.
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Equity and Inclusivity

Equitable Neighborhoods
through Housing Choice

Greater equity for Wyoming’s residents can be obtained by
ensuring housing choice and diversity within and across the City’s
neighborhoods. The majority of housing in Wyoming is currently
detached single-family homes. Complete neighborhoods should
have a range of housing types and sizes (single-family detached,
single-family attached and multifamily housing) for rent and

for sale. Additional variety should be provided with a range of
home sizes in the form of overall square footage and number of
bedrooms. Through the inclusion of supportive zoning and housing
diversity policies, Wyoming can offer greater consumer choice
across the housing affordability spectrum, while also addressing
its future housing supply needs, as reported in the City’s Analysis

of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice and Housing Needs
Assessment of 2019.

26 ® Land Use Plan

Enhance Existing
Neighborhoods

Explore incentives to help enhance the
image of residential neighborhoods and
upgrade aging homes.

Wyoming's established neighborhoods
make up the heart of the City and

are a crucial component of a thriving
community. The City’s northern and
eastern census tracts contain its oldest
housing stock, with a median house

age as old as 76 years and many houses
built in 1939 or earlier. Older houses are
more prone to maintenance issues and
the housing stock in Wyoming’s oldest
neighborhoods tend to be smaller in size
with limited amenities compared to newer
areas. It is critical to support reinvestment
in these areas to ensure Wyoming further
grows as an attractive and desirable place
to live. The City should support continued
reinvestment into existing neighborhoods
to improve overall housing stock quality
and community character.

Home and Facade
Improvement Funds

The City should support property
maintenance by promoting facade
improvement and home repair incentives.
Residents should be educated on available
grants, loans, and rebate programs from
local, state, and federal agencies that
would provide financial aid in home repairs
and improvements.

Right-Of-Way
Improvements

To improve the character of older
residential neighborhoods, the City should
continue to work with the Public Works
Department to upgrade conditions within
the right-of-way where needed. This could
include upgrading roadway conditions,
installing light fixtures, and planting street
trees and other landscaping features in
public rights-of-way.

DRAFT
FOR PUBLIC REVIEW

Stricter Code
Enforcement

In addition to providing incentives, the
City should apply stricter and proactive
code enforcement as opposed to
passive resident complaint responses to
improve conditions within neighborhoods
showings signs of disinvestment or lack
of maintenance. This includes ensuring
proper removal of visual nuisances
including trash, discarded furniture, and
inoperable vehicles; renovation of aged
facades; and maintenance of front lawns.

Accommodate
Home Expansion

Home additions in older neighborhoods
with smaller lots may require
encroachment on required setbacks.
Reducing side or rear setback requirements
could help accommodate home additions
and facilitate reinvestment. The City's
R-1and R-2 residential zoning districts
currently require 35 feet minimum front
and rear setbacks, unless 25 percent or
more of the lots on the block is occupied
by buildings, in which case the setback

of a property would be the average

of its adjacent lots. The City should
consider reducing the 35 feet rear setback
requirement to allow for single-family
home expansions in older residential
neighborhoods and the modernization

of aging house stock into larger, updated
homes.
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Residential Areas
Framework Plan

[ ] Existing Residential. Reinvestment
should be encouraged within
established residential neighborhoods,
which can consist of single-family
detached, single-family attached, and
mulfifamily dwellings.

[_] single-Family Neighborhood Infill.
Established single-family detached
neighborhoods should be filled out by
developing any existing vacant lots
with new single-family housing. Single-
family attached dwellings may be
considered.

] Proposed Higher Density. To meet the
City's growing housing need and
provide greater diversity in housing
options, context-sensitive single-family
attached and multifamily
development should be developed
where opportunity exists.

I Mixed Use. Integrate higher density
residential info mixed use areas that
have a diverse mixture of live, work,
shop, and play. These areas should
have strong identities as hubs of
activity, while being highly walkable
and accessible by transit.

[J] Form Based Code. Continue to apply
the Form Base Code to guide
compact, fransit-oriented
development patterns that foster multi-
modal corridors, mix of uses, and
diversity of residential development.

[ Opportunity Sites. Redevelop large
vacant or underutilized sites to
accommodate new higher density
housing that is sensitive to and
enhances the character of surrounding
residential neighborhoods.

Il Approved Multifamily Development.
These properties have been proposed
for residential and mixed-use
development that could result in the
construction of about 1,210 housing
units. They include The Reserve, HOM
Flats at 28 West, and an age targeted
housing development at Michael
Avenue SW and 3éth Street.

Mature Housing Stock. Target
reinvestment and stricter code
enforcement info Wyoming's old
established neighborhoods to improve
their character, particularly in the
northern and eastern census tracts that
contain the oldest housing stock in the
City.
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Missing Middle Housing. The low density residential
properties to the east of 56th Street SW and Wilson
Avenue SW should be considered for long term
redevelopment into creative, higher density residential
that would support the neighborhood commercial
center at Wilson Avenue SW. This includes innovative
housing types such as tiny homes, cluster homes,
coftage style homes, and zero lot line homes.

City of
Grandville

Golf Course Redevelopment. The Pines
Golf Course should be considered for
future redevelopment into mixed use. This
could include commercial and mixed use
fronting the street with medium density
residential in the rear that incorporates
missing middle housing.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Vision

In 2040, Wyoming’s commercial corridors will be vibrant, supporting a wide variety of retail,
service, office, and entertainment options that have both a local and regional draw. Commer-
cial corridors will be attractive and green, with ample landscaping and a lack of visual clutter
from signs and lighting. Residential areas will be served by smaller-scale neighborhood
centers that provide locals with desired day-to-day goods and services, such as restaurants,
hair salons, and fresh food stores. Such centers will provide residents a place to gather and
strengthen their sense of community, enhanced with features like public art and outdoor
seating areas. At the heart of the City, the central 28th Street corridor will have been
transformed into a bustling, walkable city center that contains a broad mix of uses, includ-
ing shops, restaurants, residences, and public green spaces and plazas. Wyoming’s industrial
districts and office corridors will continue to support a robust employment base with older
industrial areas undergoing reinvestment to provide opportunities for future entrepreneurs
and makers, including higher tech sector jobs and investments.

Goal 1

Provide access to a wide range of goods and services for both locals and the region by
revitalizing the City’s commercial districts while expanding the local tax base and employ-
ment by growing the industrial and medical sectors.

Goal 2

Promote investment in Wyoming’s existing industrial areas while planning for future growth
of business parks that collectively increase local employment opportunities.

28 ® Land Use Plan

Reinforce
Concentrated
Commercial
Development

Further define and reinforce existing
concentrations of commercial
development to establish neighborhood
nodes with a distinct sense of place.

Fostering the development and expansion
of neighborhood commercial districts
would increase convenient access to retail,
service, and dining options for Wyoming’s
residential areas. The City should promote
commercial and mixed use development
that builds on existing clusters of
commercial uses. Partnerships with non-
profits should be pursued to develop
community resource and recreation
centers within these districts. While
establishing necessary funding mechanisms
for maintenance, streetscaping, plazas, and
other public realm improvements should
be installed to create better-defined
commercial centers that are walkable,
lively, and serve as social gathering spots.
Such centers will help strengthen sense

of community and neighborhood identity
within Wyoming, while providing residents
with the day-to-day goods and services
they need. For additional discussion of
neighborhood commercial centers, see the
Land Use Plan section.

Commercial Centers
for Traditional
Neighborhoods

The City should leverage the tight street
grid of older residential areas to support
pedestrian-oriented neighborhood
commercial centers with attractive
shopping, dining, and entertainment
options. Redeveloped buildings should

be located against the property line

and should create visual interest along
the sidewalk through the use of large
storefront windows and outdoor seating
areas. Single-family detached homes that
exist along highly trafficked commercial
corridors, including Division Avenue S and
Burton Street SW, should be redeveloped
into higher density residential uses that
support the commercial uses and activate
the area. See the Burton Street SW Special
Area Plan for a detailed example.

DRAFT
FOR PUBLIC REVIEW

Commercial Centers
for Suburban
Neighborhoods

Portions of the City, such as the Panhandle
area, are more suburban in nature.
Neighborhood commercial centers within
these auto-oriented areas should be highly
accessible by cars as well as by transit,
bicyclists, and pedestrians. Adjacent
commercial properties should be well
connected internally with cross access,
consolidated access ways, and shared
parking when possible. Sidewalks and
paths should be provided and connect

to adjacent residential neighborhoods.
Buildings should be designed to have 360
architecture that is attractive when viewed
from adjacent roadways as well as adjacent
residential properties. Green space and
landscaping should be incorporated

as much as possible to beautify the
commercial center. Public gathering spaces
should be integrated into site design to
encourage community gathering.

Neighborhood
Business Associations

Neighborhood associations are made up
of a group of residents, property owners,
or business owners who work together to
organize activities and bring about positive
change within their neighborhood. Such
groups build on their neighborhood’s sense
of community and identity, giving citizens
a voice and a platform through which they
can advocate for change.

Wyoming currently has the Wyoming
Business Leaders Group and Metro Cruise
Committee. The Metro Cruise Committee
is a group of volunteers that works with
the Wyoming-Kentwood Area Chamber
of Commerce to organize 28th Street
Metro Cruise, West Michigan’s largest
collector car event that attracts hundreds
of thousands of visitors annually. New
neighborhood associations should be
encouraged within Wyoming, such as

for businesses along Division Avenue,

to support community engagement,
inclusion, and sense of identity. Such
groups will also be beneficial in improving
two-way communication between the
City and its citizens, allowing for clearer
understandings of community goals and
priority improvements.
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Example of a Pop-Up Shop in New York, NY

Increase
Economic
Vitality of
Commercial
Corridors

Bolster the economic vitality of
Wyoming’s commercial corridors by
attracting uses to fill or reposition
existing vacancies and underutilized lots.

Overall, Wyoming’s commercial properties
have minimal vacancies; however, there
are select areas where vacancies of
existing structures and vacant lots are
concentrated. They include portions of
the 28th Street SW, Chicago Drive SW,
Burton Street SW, and Division Avenue

S corridors. Commercial rents are also
generally lower in these areas compared
to elsewhere in Wyoming and surrounding
communities. The City should consider
implementing strategic redevelopment and
reinvestment strategies to help activate
its commercial corridors and continue
attracting high-quality retail, dining, office,
and entertainment businesses.
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Example of a Pop-Up Shop in Mentor, OH

Vacancy Fee

The City could consider implementing

a vacancy fee to discourage long-term
vacancies in target areas such as the
central 28th Street corridor. For example,
the owner of a vacant property would be
required to register their vacancy within

a set amount of days, otherwise facing

a penalty fee. After a certain amount of
time has lapsed (such as six months, or
however long is deemed reasonable to
market and lease a property), the owner
would then pay a fee each year until the
vacancy is filled (such as a straight fee
based on linear frontage or retail area). All
vacancy fees should be paid in full prior to
the issuance of any zoning permits. Certain
exemptions could be applied, such as
permitted renovations and pending legal,
zoning, or historic preservation cases.

Short-Term Activation
Strategies

Leading up to redevelopment along
commercial corridors, short term strategies
for activating underutilized or vacant
commercial spaces should be explored.
This could include food truck rallies,
pop-up shops, farmers markets, and shared
use plazas.

e, 4

Example of Shared Use Plaza in Oshkosh, Wi

Pop-Up Shops

While helping keep streets activated,
pop-up shops also support local
entrepreneurship by providing temporary
and less costly opportunities for a new
business to test the market. They can be
used as a strategy to fill the storefronts

of vacant businesses or activate vacant
outdoor spaces with temporary structures,
such modified shipping container retail
shops or mobile trucks. Short-term

leases from indoor pop-ups also benefit
landlords by providing immediate income
and keeping the space open for long-term
renters when market conditions improve,
or the right tenant is found. Options for
indoor and outdoor pop-up shops are
numerous, ranging from cafes to fashion
boutiques, and restaurants to art galleries.

Shared Use Plazas

As redevelopment occurs, permanent
public plaza spaces should be established
in areas of high pedestrian activity. While
some plazas may be dedicated entirely to
pedestrian activity, select public parking
areas could also be identified as shared

use plazas. Such spaces can be designed
with temporary landscape features such

as moveable planters and movable or
removable bollards to easily transition
between parking and event use. This design
approach will enable certain areas to
function as traditional parking lots during
typical business hours, and then be used as

Example of a Shared Use Plaza in Grand Rapids, Ml

Higher Density
Residential

The retail environment has shifted
increasingly to online retail and the
demand for brick-and-mortar locations
has decreased. In response to this shift,
multifamily development and institutional
uses such as health care facilities should
be considered in strategic locations to
repurpose ailing commercial properties. In
accordance with the Land Use Plan, higher
density housing should be encouraged at
strategic infill locations along commercial
corridors to help increase activity within
nearby commercial districts that are to
remain.

Strategic
Commercial Growth

In accordance with the Land Use Plan,

the City should encourage commercial
development along several corridors,
including 28th Street SW, Division Avenue
S, Clyde Park Avenue SW, and 36th

Street SW. Commercial development

and investment should be encouraged in
strategic areas such as at key intersections
to concentrate business activity and raise
the quality of development. Efforts to
concentrate commercial activity at key
intersections should be complemented
by investments in streetscaping and
pedestrian infrastructure that help define
the commercial areas as a distinct district

public event space for seasonal activitieDMF“i‘deStmaﬁon to visitors.
FOR PUBLIC REVIEW

Land Use Plan = 29



Enhance Image
of Cgmmemal
Corridors

Enhance the image of the City’s
commercial corridors and gateways
by improving development standards
for private development and making
complementary improvements to the
streetscape and public realm.

Wyoming community members have
placed a strong emphasis on the need

to improve the overall health and
attractiveness of Wyoming’s commercial
corridors and gateways. Currently,
numerous segments of the City’s corridors
can be characterized by expansive and
unlandscaped parking lots, extensive

curb cuts, lack of greenery, and a poor
pedestrian environment. In their role as
regional shopping destinations, commercial
corridors like 28th Street SW, Division
Avenue S, and Clyde Park Ave SW provide
the first and sometimes only impression
visitors get of the Wyoming community.
Likewise, many of Wyoming’s gateways

are unmaintained and lack aesthetic
improvements, giving a diminished first and
last impression.

It is critical that the City works with
property owners and respective roadway
jurisdictions to improve the aesthetic
and economic function of Wyoming'’s
commercial corridors while enhancing
gateways to create welcoming and
attractive entry points into the City.

30 ® Land UsePlan

Streetscape
Improvements

The City should continue to enhance the
aesthetic of commercial corridors through
streetscaping elements. Previous efforts
completed along 28th Street that should
be replicated along other corridors include
the installation of pedestrian-scaled light
fixtures, decorative crosswalk treatments,
and push-to-walk buttons. Other
improvements to consider include denser
landscaping and tree plantings, banner
signs, wayfinding, and decorative overhead
signage. Areas that should be prioritized
for streetscaping include 28th Street SW,
Division Avenue S, Metro Way, Burton
Street SW, and the intersection of Porter
Street SW, Lee Street SW, and Bryon
Center Avenue SW as indicated in the
Economic Development Framework Map .
Coordination with MDOT will be needed
to improve some of these corridors.
Additional discussion of streetscaping and
pedestrian infrastructure improvements is
located in Chapter 5: Transportation and
Mobility Plan.

Parking Lot
Landscaping

Compared to neighboring communities
and elsewhere in the Grand Rapids region,
Wyoming has minimal requirements for
parking lot landscaping and screening. The
City should revise its landscaping standards
to better align with peer communities and
enhance the appearance of its corridors as
redevelopment and reinvestment occurs.
This would also increase green infrastrcture
and low-impact development (LID),
benefiting stormwater management within
the Wyoming. Over time, underutilized
parking lots with low usership should be
redeveloped into higher intensity uses.

Interior Landscaping

Standards

Wyoming’s Zoning Code (Section 90-328)
currently requires a 10- to 20-foot long
interior landscape island every 50 parking
spaces. In comparison, Grandville requires
one island per 15 spaces together with
perimeter screening for every space within
50 feet of a property line or right-of-way,
and Kentwood requires one canopy tree
and 100 square feet of landscaped area
every 10 spaces in parking lots of 10 to 100
spaces. The City should consider increasing
the required parking lot landscape island
density like adjacent communities as well as
defining appropriate placement to improve
the character of its corridors. Such efforts
will also encourage implementation of
green infrastructure and low impact design
(LID) strategies, contributing to the City’s
stormwater management measures.

Perimeter Screening
Standards

Wyoming does not currently require
perimeter landscaping for parking lots and
should consider adding such standards.
Parking lot areas should be screened from
public rights-of-way with a combination
of vegetation and low-profile fencing.
Landscaping should also be used to soften
parking edges and breakup paved areas.
Plant types should be durable and salt-
tolerant, and include a mixture of shade
trees, evergreens, deciduous shrubs, and
native grasses. Perimeter landscaping
should be designed to promote better
onsite stormwater management and
improve water quality through the use of
LID and green infrastructure strategies.
This includes best management practices
(BMPs) such as native plants, permeable
pavements, and bioretention areas.

Site Improvements Grant

In addition to changing development
standards, the City should establish
tools or incentives to assist current
property owners with enhancing existing
commercial properties. For example,

an on-site improvement grant could

be established to partially fund desired
landscape improvements that would
otherwise not be made until a site was
more extensively redeveloped.
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Example of Perimeter Landscaping in Forest Park, IL

Perimeter parking lot screening

Interior parking lot landscaping
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Example of Entry Point Enhancement in Wyoming, Ml

Buildings to the Front,
Parking in the Rear

New commercial development should
place structures close to the sidewalk
and locate parking to the rear of the
building. Bringing buildings to the

front of the property line helps form a
streetwall that frames and activates the
public space adjacent the roadway. A
consistent streetwall establishes visual
interest along a commercial corridor and
provides desirable sense of enclosure and
helps foster a comfortable, inviting, and
pedestrian friendly atmosphere. This also
fosters an environment in which parking
is easy to access, but does not dominate
lines of sight. Cross access should also be
provided between properties to improve
internal circulation and reduce the need
for excessive curb cuts that obstruct the
sidewalk for pedestrians.
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Form Based Code (FBC)

In addition to promoting high quality
commercial and mixed use development,
the City’s FBC outlines standards for the
design of the public realm through building
character, streetscapes, and public space
requirements. The City should continue

to leverage this tool in evaluating and
guiding new development within the 28th
Street SW, Burton Street SW, and Division
Avenue S corridors.

Entry Point
Enhancements

US-131, M-6, and 1-196 cut through
portions of Wyoming creating points of
entry for regional visitors. The portions
of Wyoming's commercial corridors
surrounding highway off-ramps should
be evaluated for gateway features and
other strategic placemaking investments
to improve the City’s community image.
Strategies could include targeting these
areas for additional litter removal, adding
decorative signage or welcome murals, and
landscaped islands.
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Branding and
Marketing

Working the Wyoming-Kentwod Area
Chamber of Commerce and Community
Improvement Districts (CIDs), the City
should focus on distinguishing Wyoming'’s
commercial areas through unique branding
and marketing. This can include promoting
unique destinations, popular businesses,
entertainment options, and community
events. This may be done through
brochure collateral for mailings, billboards,
website posting, and updated listings on
relevant real estate sites to attract more
visitors as well as businesses.

Example of Branding and Marketing in Grand Junction, CO

Develop Cit
Centerp /

Continue developing a city center for
Wyoming at 28th Street SW and De
Hoop Avenue/Michael Avenue SW.

A long-standing desire of the community
is to develop a vibrant city center that
creates a focal point of activity for the
City. This city center should be a walkable,
mixed use environment that contains
community-oriented uses, such as a
community center or fitness center, and
gathering spaces such as public plazas and
green space. The City’s Turn on 28th Street
Corridor Subarea Plan establishes a phased
plan for this area, which should continue
to be implemented. This will include
efforts to revitalize or redevelop Rogers
Plaza as the economic and community
anchor of the corridor. For more detailed
discussion of 28th Street SW and De Hoop
Avenue/Michael Avenue SW, see the 28th
Street SW Special Area Plan.
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Case Study
Urban Pop-Up Park
Wichita, Kansas

In 2007, a vacant lot from a redevelopment plan that fell through
left a noticeable gap in development along Douglas Avenue in
Wichita, Kansas. Recognizing the potential threat this vacancy
posed to the health of the corridor, local development team
worked closely with Downtown Wichita and other community
partners to activate the underutilized space into a temporary
Pop-up Park. The lot, locally referred to as the “The Hole,”

was topped with fill dirt material and furnished with colorful
seating, planters, trees for shade, and string lights for night
activities. It came to life as a community gathering space with
many opportunities for civic engagement, including playground
equipment, live music, and food trucks. The buildings adjacent
to the public park were purchased by the local development
team, and between 2015 and 2020 three mixed use buildings were

constructed, adding 115 new residential units and 210,000 square
feet of commercial space to the Downtown. The Pop-Up Park is
a great example of a temporary solution to activating vacant and
underutilized space. This strategy could be emulated in Wyoming’s
city center along 28th Street to help create a vibrant, energetic
environment where people can interact and connect.
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Case Study
Padnos Scrap Sculptures
Holland, MI

River Avenue, the roadway that serves as a primary gateway to
Downtown Holland, Ml is flanked on either side by industrial

uses including a power plant, wastewater treatment plant, and

the Padnos Iron & Metal Co. recycling and scrap management
center. Stuart Padnos used the scrap materials at his family-fun
business to create over 70 unique sculptures and his work has been
installed along River Avenue, framing an attractive entrance to the
downtown. His works are also dispersed as public art throughout
Downtown Holland, the Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park,
Grand Valley State University, and other locations across West
Michigan. Padnos’ work serves as a quality example of how art can
be used to soften the edges of industrial areas and strengthen
bonds with the surrounding community.

32 ® Land Use Plan

Enhance Image
and Character
of Industrial
Districts

Enhance the image and character
of industrial districts by improving
development standards and
encouraging the modernization of
existing industrial parks.

Many of Wyoming’s industrial areas
contain an eclectic variety of older
industrial development, ranging from large
warehouses and manufacturing facilities
to smaller standalone businesses. The
City should promote reinvestment in
these areas to create well-connected,
aesthetically pleasing industrial areas with
high quality site design and architecture.
The potential evolution within the
industrial sector, from less manufacturing
to more technological or biomedical based
enterprises, should also be supported

by providing sufficient infrastructure

and attractive employee amenities. This
includes access to healthcare and childcare
facilities via public transit. Opportunities
to consolidate older industrial properties
should also be pursued to facilitate
comprehensive redevelopment and
accommodate modern industrial buildings
capable of attracting high quality tenants.

Working with property owners and the
development community, the City should
ensure the proper implementation of best
practices for future development to ensure
it reflects the community’s standards and
supports Wyoming's long-term economic
sustainability, including the following.

Circulation and
Wayfinding

Coordinated site design should be
promoted in areas where industrial
properties can be comprehensively
planned into industrial parks or districts,
such as south of Gezon Parkway SW.
Wayfinding should be incorporated

to clearly direct employees, freight,

and visiting business partners to their
destination. Dense industrial areas should
exhibit high accessibility and circulation
with cross access between adjacent
properties, such as along Chicago Drive
SW and west of Byron Center Avenue
SW and 28th Street SW. The Non-
Residential Use Directional Sign section
in the City’s Sign Ordinance should be
modified to note that the City may
incorporate cohesive directional signs in
the surrounding industrial and business
park area in addition to the signs regulated
for property owners.

Industrial Park
Security

The City should promote safety within
all industrial parks through site design
approaches that encourage windows
facing parking areas, light installations,
street cleanings, security systems,

and site maintenance to establish
industrial areas as safe, secure, and well
taken care of. Buildings should also be
oriented in a manner that minimizes
areas hidden from right-of-way view
to support natural surveillance.
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Access for Employees

Industrial areas should be accessible for
employees via transit and walking. The City
should work with The Rapid to extend
transit routes to key employment areas,
particularly along Chicago Drive SW,

while working with private developers to
incorporate internal pedestrian paths that
connect to the City’s expanded sidewalk
network within industrial areas.

Quality Facade Design

The City should work with private
developers to ensure future
redevelopment or renovations reflect

high quality design. It is important that
the facades of industrial buildings are

well designed when visible from public
rights-of-way. Good examples from recent
business park development that should be
replicated exist along Gezon Parkway SW.

Retrofit Standards

Whenever an existing industrial building is
occupied by a new tenant, the City should
consider requiring a certificate of zoning
compliance to certify compliance will all
applicable regulations of the Zoning Code.
When required, the new tenant can obtain
certification by improving the building or
site to meet one of the several established
retrofit standards, determined by the City.
This can include ensuring compliance with
parking lot and landscaping standards

and the installation of needed screening
and sign enhancements. If staff capacity
currently does not exist to monitor this, it
is recommended that staffing is increased
to ensure incremental enhancements to
Wyoming's industrial areas occur over time.

Design Standards

The City should revise the facade design
standards outlined in Section 90-322

of the Zoning Code to have more
specificity regarding facade articulation
and fenestration. The language should
be revised to include distinct standards
for industrial districts to ensure that the
character of these areas is elevated over
time. Additionally, the language regarding
the fagade design being in keeping with
the character of the area should revised
to reinforce that fagade design should
be in keeping with the community’s
expectations for quality character.

Further, the Code currently sets a 50
percent maximum lot coverage but only
includes buildings and structures in the
measurement of this standard. Without
maximum impervious surface coverage
requirements or maximum parking lot
requirements, property owners often
choose to pave areas unoccupied by a
building rather than install landscaping.
The City should consider including all
impervious surface in the definition of lot
coverage or establishing parking maximums
and requiring landscaping in uncovered lot
areas. When existing industrial properties
are redeveloped, the City should strictly
enforce such requirements, as well as
standards for perimeter landscaping

and screening, parking lot striping and
landscaping, and internal pedestrian
connections. Sustainable design practices
should be encouraged where possible,
such as permeable paving and bioretention
systems.

WYOMING [re]IMAGINED | [ |



Reducing
Incompatible
Uses

Improve relationships between industrial
areas and adjacent residential and
commercial areas.

Per the Land Use Plan, industrial growth
should be strategically located in existing
business park and established industrial
areas to avoid land use incompatibilities
with residential neighborhoods. This
includes areas along the US-131 corridor,
Clyde Park Avenue SW, and Gezon Parkway
SW. Where adjacencies are inevitable, the
City should strictly enforce screening and
setback requirements outlined in the Zoning
Code with redevelopment or retrofits. The
City should expand standards to require
buffer yards of dense landscaping where
industrial uses abut residential properties
to fully hide unattractive industrial activity
from view.

The City should also examine ways to
soften the edges between industrial and
residential areas through public art and
streetscape improvements. Collaborative
art initiatives between industrial businesses
and residents would work to strengthen
their connection in a creative way while
elevating community pride.
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An exemplary improvement project was
recently completed by Michigan Turkey
Producers, located at Chicago Drive

SW and Jiff Avenue SW. The company
expanded its parking lot and truck staging
area and worked with the City to include
a landscaped buffer to minimize sightlines
and noise and mitigate potential conflict
with adjacent residential properties. Such
an improvement would be particularly
beneficial along Beverly Avenue SW
between Farragut Street SW and Porter
Street SW where a large industrial use

lies in view directly across from single-
family homes despite its masonry wall. In
addition, residential uses surrounded by
industrial uses north of Clay Avenue SW
and 44th Street SW may be considered
for long-term redevelopment into
industrial uses to better conform with the
surrounding character.

Example of a single-family home adjacent to an industrial use in Wyoming, Ml

& et
Industrial adjacent to single-family detached on Crippen Avenue SW

Landscape and burming between industaial site and residntial
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Equity and Inclusivity

Equitable Neighborhoods
through Environmental Justice

The City of Wyoming can address public health concerns within
existing residential districts through the reduction of incompatible
uses. With many of the City’s oldest neighborhoods having been
built near heavy industrial centers and commercial corridors, these
adjacent residential districts are highly susceptible to the hazardous
outputs that nearby incompatible uses may produce. By applying
the future land use plan to direct commercial and industrial

growth towards appropriately planned districts, existing residential
neighborhoods are not only protected from harmful environmental
emissions, but also from traffic, noise, and lighting concerns.
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Expand Large
Employers and
Ofnice Uses

Pursue opportunities to expand large
employers and office uses within business
parks and employment corridors.

To expand Wyoming’s local economy
and grow employment opportunities, it
is important that the City continues to
attract large employers and office uses.
The City already has concentrations of
employment centers, including along
Gezon Parkway SW, Roger B Chaffee
Memorial Boulevard, and Clay Avenue SW
corridor, that contain major employers
like Metro Health and Gordon Food
Service. Per the Land Use Plan, City
should continue to support the growth
of local job opportunities in these areas,
while leveraging nearby neighborhood
commercial centers as amenities for
employees. Desirable amenities include
dining, shopping, and service options;
parks and open space; and trails.

MEZ244EA| TH

Metro Health:
University of Michigan
Health Hospital

Metro Health, a major regional employer,
has acted as a catalyst for growth

within southern Wyoming. Its 180-acre
campus in development is envisioned

to be a walkable “village” that will

contain a mixture of Leadership in

Energy and Environmental Design (LEED)
certified medical, retail, and hospitality
establishments, together with paved trails
and family-friendly able-to-play parks.

As the Metro Health Village and Hospital
campus continues to grow, it is important
that the City coordinates with Metro
Health to ensure site designs are in line
with the City’s development standards
and traffic impacts are monitored. It
should serve as an example for other large
employers and medical uses in providing
an attractive campus with a variety of
amenities for workers.
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Stable Employment
Centers

Wyoming’s eastern business park areas

are primarily built out, exhibiting mostly
smaller scale development with lots

that are typically smaller than in western
business park areas. This includes Roger B
Chaffee Memorial Boulevard, which was
strategically developed in a unified pattern
along the greenway, setting an example for
the beautification of other business park
and industrial areas. There is potential to
further leverage this greenway as an asset
and increase multimodal connectivity by
integrating a bikeway along the boulevard.

Employment
Center Growth

Several of Wyoming’s industrial and
business park areas, including areas along
Gezon Parkway SW, Clyde Park Avenue
SW, and west of 28th Street SW and Byron
Center Avenue SW contain vacant and
underutilized land, creating opportunity
for strategic infill and growth. Future
industrial and office development should
be of high quality, ensuring well designed
facades, high accessibility, coordinated
signage, and landscape enhancements.

Adaptive Reuse on
28th Street SW

Underutilized, vacant, or lower quality
commercial uses that are failing to

attract business should be considered for
adaptive reuse as medical or office uses
along 28th Street SW. Numerous non-
retail uses could take advantage of high
multimodal accessibility and proximity to
the mixed use city center at the corridor’s
core. Employees would have numerous
shopping, dining, and service options at
their fingertips as well as the potential for
a short commute with new multifamily
development along the corridor.
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Develop Site 36

Facilitate the development of Site 36
as a community anchor that enhances
activity along the nearby Division
Avenue corridor and strengthens both
community identity and economy.

The Site 36 Industrial Park is a 92-acre,
shovel-ready site located at 36th Street
and Buchanan Avenue, which has been
vacant for a decade since General Motors
closed its stamping plant. Since its
acquisition of the property in 2011, the
City has worked to market the site to
attract a new manufacturing tenant for
job creation and economic development.
The site’s large size, proximity to US-131,
and railroad accessibility with two on-site
rail spurs should be attractive to industrial
users; however, public engagement has
highlighted residents’ desire for more
community-oriented uses for the site.
Connection to Downtown Grand Rapids
via the Silver Line also presents the
opportunity to transform the site into

a new destination with higher density
development. The City should continue
to seek redevelopment of Site 36 while
considering the following.
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Brownfield
Redevelopment

As the site of a former General Motors

stamping plant, Site 36 is a brownfield site.

The City worked with the RACER Trust
to remediate the site and has received
approval of a No Further Action Letter
from the State of Michigan, certifying
completion of active environmenttal
cleanup activities at the property.

To facilitate development the City could
leverage tax increment financing for
needed infrastructure improvements. The
City has created an expedited permitting
process for the site, committing to site
plan approval for prospective clients in
four to eight weeks. As directed by the
Department of Environment, Great Lakes,
and Energy (EGLE), redevelopment of the
site can proceed, residential uses will not
be permitted on Site 36.

Alternative
Development Types

The City should remain open to proposals
that include uses other than industrial.

An example would be a mixed use
development that improves Wyoming'’s
image and serves as a key destination for
visitors and residents. Uses could include
an entertainment and sports complex,
community center, and public green space
including an outdoor amphitheater. Other
potential development types include

an office park, medical facility, research
center, or mixed use commercial district.
Given the sites large size, potential

also exists to maintain the 36th Street
frontage with more community-oriented
or commercial uses while retaining

the southern portion of the site for
employment-focused development, such
as industrial or office.

Transit/Pedestrian
Access

No matter what development type is
pursued in the end, the site should be
highly accessible by transit, walking, and
biking. The site’s scale and location present
a unique opportunity for innovative
development and design that could act

as a catalyst for activity and growth along
36th Street the nearby Division Avenue S.

Transit, pedestrian, and bicycle
infrastructure should be enhanced around
the site as well as along 36th Street to
connect to Division Avenue S and beyond
to Downtown Grand Rapids. Internal
circulation for pedestrians within the site
should also be provided through a well-
connected sidewalk and trail system.

Kelvinator Site .
The future redevelopment of Site 36
should set a quality example for what

can occur at other brownfield sites in
Wyoming. This includes the Kelvinator
Site, located directly southwest of Clyde
Park Avenue SW and Granville Avenue SW.
This large industrial property is located
across the street from new townhome
development in Grand Rapids and Grand
Rapid’s Grandville Avenue Area Specific
Plan study area, which is proposed for
multifamily, mixed use, live/work, and row
houses. The site should be redeveloped

to capture the growth occurring in the
neighboring community, while being
mindful of the possibility of contamination
as a brownfield site. For further discussion,
see the Kelvinator Site Special Area Plan.
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Case Study
Artspace
Dearborn, Michigan

Opened in 2016, Dearborn’s City Hall Artspace Lofts was developed
as the adaptive reuse of City Hall to create leasable studios for
artists and commercial space for creative entrepreneurs and
nonprofit art organizations. The extension, referred to as the
“Connector” building, includes the Arts and Technology Learning
Lab equipped with iPads, computers, software, and smart television,
funded by the Ford Motor Company Fund and the Ovation
Television network. The lab is being used by Pockets of Perceptions
(POP) student design teams and artists who live in buildings on
either side of the Connector. This live-work space established an
anchor arts institution for artists and students within Dearborn,
with over 50 artists and their families residing in former municipal
government offices. Wyoming should seek opportunities to

create similar live-work spaces that can act as a hub of creativity,
arts-related programs, and artistic entrepreneurship within the
community.

36 ® Land Use Plan

Example of a Makerspace in Middletown, OH

Support Local
Entrepreneurs

Support entrepreneurship, co-working,
and local business development within
the community.

To support a thriving, growing local
economy that successfully attracts and
retains businesses, it is important the City
focuses on drawing in new entrepreneurs.
For this to occur, the City must be
prepared with the necessary infrastructure,
urban setting, and facilities to support
business development. To grow the local
business community and establish a start-
up-friendly environment, the City should
support innovative spaces like incubator
spaces, makerspaces, and live-work spaces.

It is anticipated that these uses would
often involve adaptive reuse of existing
structures, opportunities for which will
need to be evaluated on a case-by-

case basis. The City should also form a
repository of resources, including local
design consultants, to provide developers
with who are looking to create such
spaces. Input from the community should
be solicited to gain input and creative
ideas for their design and desirable
locations.

Example of an Incubator Space

Incubator Spaces

Explore opportunities to develop
incubator spaces, particularly in high
activity, mixed use areas or near industrial
areas, that can be easily accessed by
transit, walking, and biking. Incubator
spaces support new and developing
businesses by providing coworking spaces,
affordable office spaces, and business
mentorship and training programs.
Potential locations include within the
mixed use areas along 28th Street

SW and Division Avenue SW. Further,
opportunities to collaborate with major
employers and Grace Christian University
should be explored to create job training
opportunities that could be hosted in
these spaces.
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Example of a Makerspace in Atlanta, GA

Makerspaces

Makerspaces are collaborative spaces
where people can come together to
create, learn, and invent hands-on. Such
facilities can come in all shapes and sizes,
creating co-working spaces for people with
common interests, such as in technology,
machining, or digital science and art.
Marker spaces usually provide communal
resources, such as software, electronics,
hardware supplies, and tools. Partnerships
should be explored with Wyoming's
education providers, research centers, and
major employers to create makerspaces
within their facilities. This can include
within Grace Christian University’s campus,
Metro Health Village, the Wyoming Public
Library, and in public schools.

Example of a Live-Work Space in New York, NY

Live-Work Spaces

Live-work spaces are a type of urban
renewal initiative that supports the reuse
or rehabilitation of commercial and
industrial properties. Live-work spaces
collocate housing and resident workspaces
within the same building, and provide a
desirable option for individuals looking to
start up a new business at a lower cost.
Live-work developments can include art
galleries, salons, and studios for architects,
photographers, and graphic designers.
They may be used as a short-term
strategy to revitalize existing underutilized
structures along the City’s commercial
corridors and to activate neighborhood
commercial centers, while providing
unique housing options.
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Economic Development
Framework Plan

City of
] Commercial Centers for Traditional I Industrial. Concentrate industrial Grand Rapids
Neighborhoods. The tight street grids of growth within designated areas,
older residential areas to support enforcing buffering and screening L 13
pedestrian-oriented neighborhood requirements with new development %
commercial centers with atfractive or expansions to mitigate adverse :'i
shopping, dining, and entertainment impacts on adjacent properties. fu
options.
D Multifamily along Commercial
I Commercial Centers for Suburban Corridors. Strategically encourage %
Neighborhoods. Neighborhood multifamily development along %
commercial centers within Wyoming's commercial corridors in where existing E
suburban areas, such as the businesses are ailing to help generate ’ Pa
Panhandle, should be highly activity and better position sites. J;._ Hmslen I.
accessible all modes of tfransportation, . ‘ By L] | Tk
providing 360 architecture, Commercial and Industrial Infill. As an:l:]):i\c/)iflle
connections to adjacent residential Wyoming is mostly built out, target new
neighborhoods, and public gathering commercial and industrial growth
spaces. within existing areas that contain ol
vacant and underutilized lofs.
B Mixed Use. Walkable, transit-oriented i
mixed use environments that provide a Brownfield. Future development of =- ‘I':'- BATIISISI — = | ‘l
variety of dining, shopping, office, brownfield sites should be sensitive to (’ ———
housing, and community gathering land use restrictions due to prior or E
options should be developed to potential contamination. Site 36 should
create hubs of activity and community set an example for other brownfield ] i —!
identity. sites within Wyoming for what can - —\l
successfully built, including for thé
B Commercial Corridor. Revitalize and Kelvinator Site. . l-. 52Nd St SW .. sana st s !
enhance the image of concentrated o ‘ z 3
commercial corridors through [.*] Streetscaping. Streetscaping efforts i:, % é § % l -
streetscaping and reinvestment should be emphasized along key E E‘é. § s E : 'Ir‘_
strategies that attract quality retail, neighborhood commercial centers, "' TSI == g’ l\ ‘ City of
dining, office, and entertainment mixed-use districts, and major -I o e .\-"- Kentwood
businesses. commercial corridors as they act as
the City’s fop destinations for residents | '
I Business Parks. Attract major and visitors. Improvements can include ‘ [
employers to the City's business parks, infegrating public art, landscaping, “ —
with attention given to design quality, decorative signage, and outdoor _._L
landscaping, freight access, traffic seating areas.
impacts, and parking supply. J
Byron
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Building on the core components of
the Wyoming [re]lmagined Master
Plan, detailed Special Area Plans have
been developed for distinct areas in
the community that exhibit significant
potential for change. The Special

Area Plans highlight key concepts and
strategies for land use and development,
multimodal connectivity and circulation,
and placemaking. They provide insight

on how city-wide policies can be applied
to specific neighborhoods and sites
throughout the community. Both public
and private investment will be essential in
achieving the recommendations of these
Special Area Plans.

38 ® Subareas

The areas were chosen based on
unique opportunities to accommodate
future development that would foster
impactful and positive change in the
community. Each subarea addresses
a different redevelopment context,
including the repurposing of brownfield
sites, revitalizing commercial corridors,
redefining neighborhood commercial
centers, and developing underutilized sites
within the Panhandle.

The selected areas include the following:

m )8th Street SW

= Wilson Avenue SW
® Burton Street SW

® Division Avenue SW

m Kelvinator Site

Porter st sw

Wilson Avenue SW

52Nd St SW

Wilson Ave SW '

56Th St sw

Y
e’

36Th St SW

44Th St SW

52Nd st sw

Ivanrest Ave SW
Byron Center Ave SW.
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Streetscaping. Enhance sense of place and identity by
further implementing placemaking elements and
beautification efforts in coordination with MDOT. This
could include pavers, additional pedestrian light fixtures,

gateway features, and banner signs. The City should
SPECIAL AREA PLAN Pinery Park Trail Connection. Consider extending — develop a comprehensive light/signage/tree planting

the recently-completed trail at the 28th W Place i ithi i i
. ’ . P . design program within the corridor, requirements for Office Conversion & Rehabilitation. The 160,000 square
intersection northward to connect to Pinery

which are outlined by the Form Based Code.

Park. A signalized or HAWK crossing may be foot vacant Klingman’s Furniture and Rogers Department

28th Street SW is Wyoming’s primary commercial corridor, serving both residents and installed to ensure pedestrian and bicyclist safety ifjl:i,:,ZS,;Z%\;rtTfSI:Z,iCZZSZT f:hilgfﬁégigzrcii‘;zg;ﬁ:d
h f th ion. A wid iety of ial establish t tl when crossing 28th Street SW. ’

snoppers Trom across the region. A wide variety o commercial establisnments currently Incubator S The Cit should seek 300 local employees and created 100 new jobs, setting an

exists, ranging from small restaurants and coffee shops to the expansive, yet underutilized neubator spaces. Tne =1y snould see

example for other reinvestment opportunities for

opportunities for incubator spaces alon
PP P s underutilized or vacant lots along the corridor.

28th Street in potential parternship with
the nearby Grace Christian University to

Rogers Plaza Town Center. While 28th Street is considered the heart of the community, it
remains predominantly auto-oriented and lacks a city center feel. The Comprehensive Plan
supports the recommendations of the Turn On 28th Street Corridor Sub Area Plan to

Bury Utility Lines. Currently utility lines run overhead —]
along 28th Street SW, diminishing the aesthetic of the
streetscape. The City should consider burying the

support local entrepreneurship, co-working, —— Transit Enhancements. Accommodations

transform the corridor into a bustling, walkable mixed use district that is integrated with utility lines along the corridor as they add visual and professional development. for transit service, such as passenger shelters
. . . . ial limiti like the one off of Clyde Park Avenue SW,

green space and community gathering spaces. Streetscaping elements should continue to be clutter and are potential limiting factors for future . voera

: . . ) multistory development. and pick-up/drop-off specific lanes should

installed along the corridor to beautify and strengthen the sense of place of Wyoming's

core, including benches, banner signs, and landscaping. Improvements to public areas should
also be complemented by landscaping and reinvestment on private property, in the form of
strategic improvements to established areas or as part of redevelopment. Through lot
consolidation and redevelopment on the northern side of 28th Street, as well as implement-
ing the Turn On 28th Street Corridor Sub Area Plan and Form Based Code, 28th Street will be

be incorporated where possible.

26th St SW

=T
|"|—|:F'v— ¢

s A
3 — r < Sl
transformed into the much-desired city center for Wyoming. v lC z o g
E 1 (e sl 3
2 S~ 3 LialEe o
IMPROVEMENTS § = 3 ‘:‘: § "l_LlE § t ]
| | e =3 sle £ N
D Cross Access Lot Consolidation ‘g | < ': .I:L I
Consolidate access drives by removing barriers Create opportunities for larger, high quality o || 5 L 3
between adjacent properties to create internal commercial or mixed use development by e '—[ \ '3‘
cross access and circulation. This will help improve consolidating small, underutilized properties. (- l -
traffic flow by reducing vehicles attempting to B
enter and exit along 28th Street SW and @ Bus Line D . .)
redirecting vehicles to access drives on side This area is currently served by the 28th Street J
streets. Crosstown Bus Line and the Wyoming/Metro
Health Bus Line. Existing bus shelters should be i
Z Rear Access upgraded to include live timetables and shelters § A >
As buildings begin to develop along the property to promote transit use and rider comfort. — ‘:’
line with future redevelopment, create rear access <
drives that connect along the full extent of the Z Residential Screening S . . >
block. This will allow cross access and divert local Screen parking, loading, and utility areas from S I e S T T
trips away from the main roadway. adjacent residential properties and, where >3 LT Canterbury 5t SW
feasible, public rights-of-way. Apply ‘Dark Sky’ s R RN LL'T_LL_L e
@ Curb Cut Elimination lighting standards in transition areas to minimize SR F ST
Remove excess curb cuts along 28th Street SW to glare and decrease light trespass in adjacent Prairie Phkwy SW e '- Doctpeuly
reduce potential traffic conflicts and enhance the single-family properties. Leverage Lot Depth. To maximize Colrain st sw
pedestrian environment by creating a continuous development potential and take
sidewalk network. E : E Parking Lot Enhancements advantage of large lot depths, higher Rogers Plaza Frontage. As Rogers Plaza owns a significant
Rogers Plaza's expansive parking lot is the largest density residential development that Public Green Spaces. The Turn on 28th Street frontage along the southern side of 28th Street SW, there is
ﬂ Key Intersections along 28th Street SW, should be enhanced to steps back towards adjacent lower Corridor Sub Area Plan proposes a public green opportunity outside of the MDOT right-of-way to
There is opportunity to construct decorative reduce its negative visual impact along the density residential should be supported space at this site. If redevelopment is not possible, accommodate beautification enhancements at an impactful
overhead street signs that highlight the uniqueness corridor. Improvements could include perimeter behind commercial uses fronting other locations along 28th Street SW should be scale. This could include tree plantings, landscaping, and low
of the corridor at .key inte.rsecti.ons. This can be landscaPing, intgrior landscape islands, and . Burlingame Avenue. considered for public green spaces to help decorative masonry walls. The sidewalk should also be
c9mplemented with PUblIC ar't installations and safe, decorative fencing to screen the lot from view. beatify the area and create areas for social extended to stretch along the full extent of the property.
highly visible pedestrian crossings and curb cuts. ; ) )
gathering and passive recreation.
LAND USE PLAN HOM Flats at 28 West. A 226-unit apartment complex is — —— Placemaking & Public Space Activation. To help activate
i i _ being built on the former Studio 28 vacant lot that is 28 West Extension. The Turn on 28th Street Corridor Sub —— Rogers Plaza before major redevelopment occurs, the City
[_] single-Family Detached [ Business Park/Office intended to serve low- to moderate-income residents. Area Plan proposes a roadway extension of 28 West into a should explore ways to activate the underutilized parking
] Multifamily [ Public/Semi-Public Strategic infill residential housing that addresses the City’s crescent-shaped street. The plan envisions the new street as lot and enhance sense of place. A food truck court, for
housing need and helps activate the area with new residents a tree-lined boulevard with an intermittent center turn lane, example, could act as an interim use that would help
[ ] Mixed Use |:| Parks and Open Space should be considered for elsewhere along the corridor. wide sidewalks, bike lanes, and on-street parking.

enliven the area, providing locals with a wide variety of
mobile dining options and a central gathering space.
[ B [ WYOMING [re]IMAGINED
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SPECIAL AREA PLAN

WILSON AVENUE SW

This section of Wilson Avenue SW is currently characterized by new, higher-density residential
development on the west side, and greenfield and low-density single-family properties on the

east side. Given its high accessibility to Wilson Town Center and RiverTown Crossings to the
north and M-6 to the south, this area presents great potential for additional higher-density

mixed residential development, as well as concentrated Neighborhood Commercial Centers at

the intersections of 52nd and 56th streets. New development should be sensitive to existing
green space, preserving the tree canopy and wetlands where possible.

IMPROVEMENTS

W

N

Bus Line

This area is currently not served by transit. The City
should work with The Rapid to assess the feasibility
of adding bus routes along Wilson Avenue SW,
52nd Street SW, and 56th Street SW to increase
cross-town transit connectivity and access.

Existing Sidepaths
Sidepaths currently exist along 52nd Street SW and
56th Street SW.

Proposed Sidepaths

The Wyoming Bikeways Plan proposes a sidepath
for Wilson Avenue that would provide a
connection between the sidepaths along 52nd and
56th streets.

High Connectivity

Future mixed residential development should be
highly connected to Wyoming’s existing sidewalk
and roadway network. Residential properties
should be easily accessible by all modes of
transportation, providing connections to nearby
trails, including the sidepaths along 52nd and 56th
streets, and adjacent stub streets.

LAND USE PLAN

|:| Single-Family Detached

|:| Single-Family Attached

- Multifamily

- Neighborhood Commercial

40 = Subareas

|:| Utility and Railroad

|:| Public/Semi-Public

Pedestrian Crossing

A highly visible and safe pedestrian crossing should
be constructed at the Tri-Unity Christian School to
increase pedestrian connectivity across Wilson
Avenue SW. The potential for a pedestrian refuge
should be evaluated to increase crossing safety.

/] Long-Term Redevelopment Opportunity

There is opportunity in the long term to redevelop
these low density single-family properties into
higher density residential or neighborhood
commercial.

Preservation of Greenspace

As much of the land in this area is a greenfield,
future development should preserve areas of
greenspace, including any wetlands and quality
tree canopy. Greenspace should be integrated as
an amenity to future development. This will also
be beneficial for stormwater management and
drainage.

I:l Parks and Open Space

Wilson Avenue Provides Direct Access lo
Wilson Town Center & Rivertown Crossings

Northward
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Quality Commercial Development. The neighborhood
commercial centers at 52nd and 56th streets should be
designed for both pedestrians and vehicles. Structures
should serve surrounding neighborhoods and provide
360-degree architecture, screening, and connecting
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sidewalks and roadways.

Context Sensitive Density. The density of future
residential development should be reflective of
adjacent existing uses. Lower density
single-family detached housing should be placed
around the existing single-family neighborhood
along Mills Ridge Drive, while higher density
residential development should be located along
Wilson Avenue SW and near neighborhood
commercial uses.

Water Tower Park. The water tower site presents an
opportunity to be activated into a public park while still
maintaining its utility use. It would create an attractive
recreational amenity and transitional zone between
future residential development and the neighborhood

commercial center to the south.

vV

Wilson Avenue Provides
Direct Access Onto M-6

DRAFT Southward
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Implement Approved PUD. The parcels south of 56th
Street are zoned for PUD-1 Low Density Planned Unit

Development (PUD). The City should move forward with
the approved residential and commercial PUDs for

these properties which propose a mix of new low

density commercial, single-family detached,

condominiums, and townhouses.
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SPECIAL AREA PLAN

B u R I ON s I REE I sw —— Bury Utility Lines. Currently utility lines run

) . . ) . —— Key Redevelopment Opportunity. The existing Family Video overhead along Burton Street SW, diminishing Quality Act[:zss &-[Clrculat{on. This o of
Burton Street SW is currently characterized by a mix of single-family homes, vacant lots, and and Tamales Mary properties present a great opportunity for commercial development is an example o
commercial properties and lacks a sense of cohesion or identity. Significant potential exists to make

lot consolidation and redevelopment into a large-scale mixed g(k))lOd acces; design ancdi s't? layout. Cars are
the corridor more walkable and inviting to visitors, and transform the area into a neighborhood use development. Located at the end of the corridor at a key able to easily enter and exit on Burton Street

the aesthetic of the streetscape. The City should
consider burying the utility lines along the

. . . corridér as' th@/ add visual clutter and a{fe SW or Godfrey Avenue SW and the building is
center and a destination for local residents to shop, dine, and get together. Smaller commercial lots intersection, the future use can act as an attractive gateway potential limiting factors for future multistory located close to the sidewalk There is
should be consolidated where possible to allow for larger, high-quality commercial or mixed use Z/i::;og::ig::g:ra catalyst for adetional reinvestment development. opportunity to further improve circulation by
development that applies the Form Based Code. Businesses should serve surrounding residences, ‘ creating cross access between the adjacent
such as cafes, restaurants, dry cleaners, and small shops. Burton Street SW should also be consid-

lot to the east and eliminate that property’s

ered for a road diet to create opportunities for outdoor dining, small plazas, and gathering places, curb cut.

enhance streetscaping, add bike paths, and slow down traffic. ‘

|
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IMPROVEMENTS L L | e g ] L L T
me=gl & EENESsEls="gan Jgdnl’ L L
z Rear Access (7] Bus Line [ i— L L |-|_ L — L
As buildings begin to develop along the property This area is currently served by two bus routes: B Hudson St S L |_:__
line with future redevelopment, create rear access Wyoming/Metro Health Route 16 and Burton m O : % \_
drives that connect along the full extent of the Crosstown Route 24. Existing bus stops should be L v -
block. This will allow cross access and divert local upgraded to include live timetables, seating, and § : (I E
trips away from the main roadway. shelters where feasible to promote transit use and Y |_— _§_ m & N
rider comfort. §_ - % ?, | L :
¢ curb cut Elimination & O v .§
Remove excess curb cuts along Burton Street SW E Perimeter Landscaping E [ | 2\ L I
to reduce potential traffic conflicts and enhance Provide landscaping and decorative, low-profile [0) £
the pedestrian environment by creating a fencing or knee walls to delineate public T | = 8 e
continuous sidewalk network. rights-of-way and screen parking areas. Perimeter ||
landscaping should be designed to maximize
[7] Lot Consolidation stormwater management and improve water L
Create opportunities for larger, high quality quality through the implementation of BMPs, such y
commercial or mixed use development where as bioretention areas.
there are shallow lot depths by consolidating
small, underutilized properties. E Residential Screening
Screen parking, loading, and utility areas from E E E % E E
Pedestrian Crossing adjacent residential properties and, where E o 2 E 2 B
Install safe, highly visible pedestrian crossings and feasible, public rights-of-way. Apply ‘Dark Sky’ g : & 3 ® 3
curb cuts to support walkability. Crosswalks may lighting standards in transition areas to minimize _§ § 2 S “g %
be enhanced with decorative treatments and glare and decrease light trespass in adjacent <2 % ] 2 © ]
button-activated crosswalks may be considered. single-family properties. [¥]
Road Diet [ | Cross Access
c _, Enhance sense of place and the pedestrian Consolidate access drives by removing barriers J
erironmeth by giving ?urton Street SW a road between adjacent'propgnies tc? cre'ate intf-:-rnal Gateway Feature. A median exists on the Quality Facade Design. The buildi;iig at the
iet. There is opportunity to transform the cross access and circulation. This will help improve ) corner of Godfrey Avenue SW is a good
four-lane street into a two-lane street with a traffic flow by reducing vehicles attempting to northern portion of the Burton Street example of desirable facade design with
center turn lane and pedestrian and bike enter and exit along Burton Street SW and SW/Cleveland Avenue SW intersection that I P ind h JA & d
infrastructure on both sides in the right-of-way. redirecting vehicles to access drives on side presents an opportunity for a gateway arge windows or? e grodn ?Or o
streets. feature, such as monument or gateway sign access oriented to the sidewalk.
* Gateway Features with landscaping. This would help cultivate
Gateway features help identify people’s entry into Burton Street SW's unique identity and
a neighborhood or corridor, adding to sense of highlight entry into the district.
place. Gateway features should be placed at key Block Consolidation at Antwerp Avenue SW. The —
locations, including Martindale Avenue SW,

L Strengthen Pedestrian Environment.
Cleveland Avenue, and Huizen Avenue.

blocks between Denwood Avenue SW and Huizen
Avenue SW are narrow and limit development
potential compared to others in the area. If access
to residential properties on Antwerp Avenue SW is
created through east/west back alleys, the parcels
to the north fronting Burton Street SW could be

consolidated for redevelopment.

Segments of the existing sidewalk are narrow,
forcing pedestrians to walk adjacent to traffic
without buffers. If a road diet is not pursued,
the City should work with private developers
[ ] single-Family Detached [ ] Mixed Use [ public/Semi-Public to ensure future development allows for
ample sidewalk widths with landscaping

D R A FT buffers where possible to increase pedestrian
safety and comfort. Subareas = 41
FOR PUBLIC REVIEW
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SPECIAL AREA PLAN

DIVISION AVENUE SW

The Division Avenue SW corridor is characterized by numerous small businesses, including a
significant number of auto body shops and car dealerships. Many properties, however, appear
vacant or lack investment and the layout of sites are highly geared towards vehicles. With the
development of the new BRT Silver Line, opportunity now exists to redevelop the corridor
with transit-oriented development (TOD). This should be done by implementing the recom-
mendations of past planning efforts and tools including Wyoming’s Form Based Code and
Align: The Rapid’s Transit Improvement Study, and applying strategies from the Grand Rapid’s
South Division Corridor Plan to local context. To better leverage Silver Line stops, future mixed
use development should be prioritized for surrounding blocks with buildings situated against
the sidewalk and access and parking provided in the rear. Division Avenue SW is envisioned as a
lively, walkable corridor that is supportive of a diverse range of uses, beautified with landscap-

ing, street furniture, and placemaking elements.

IMPROVEMENTS

D Cross Access
Consolidate access drives by removing barriers
between adjacent properties to create internal
cross access and circulation. This will help improve
traffic flow by reducing vehicles attempting to
enter and exit along Division Avenue SW and
redirecting vehicles to access drives on side streets

Z Rear Access
As buildings begin to develop along the property
line with future mixed use redevelopment, create
rear access drives that connect along the full
extent of the block. This will allow cross access

and divert local trips away from the main roadway.

rj Bus Line

This area is currently served by the Silver Line
rapid transit route that provides connections to
Kentwood and Grand Rapids along Division
Avenue SW. Key bus stops at 28th Street SW are
equipped with state-of-the-art stations with
shelters, live timetables, seating, and ticket kiosks.
Direct access to this transit service creates
opportunity for TOD along the corridor.

19¢] Curb Cut Elimination

Remove excess curb cuts along Division Avenue SW
to reduce potential traffic conflicts and enhance
the pedestrian environment by creating a
continuous sidewalk network.

|:| Lot Consolidation
Create opportunities for larger, high quality
commercial or mixed use development by
consolidating small, underutilized properties.

42 ® Subareas

Pedestrian Crossing

Install safe, highly visible pedestrian crossings and
curb cuts to support walkability. Crosswalks may
be enhanced with decorative treatments and
button-activated crosswalks may be considered.

- ErPerimeter Landscaping

Provide landscaping and decorative, low-profile
fencing or knee walls to delineate public
rights-of-way and screen parking areas. Perimeter
landscaping should be designed to maximize
stormwater management and improve water
quality through the implementation of BMPs, such
as bioretention areas.

z Residential Screening

Screen parking, loading, and utility areas from
adjacent residential properties and, where
feasible, public rights-of-way. Apply ‘Dark Sky’
lighting standards in transition areas to minimize
glare and decrease light trespass in adjacent
single-family properties.

m Gateway Features

Gateway features help identify people’s entry into
a community or neighborhood, adding to the
sense of place. Gateway features should be placed
along Division Avenue SW at key locations,
including 32nd Street and adding to the existing
features at 28th Street.

Perimeter Landscaping. Walgreens
presents a good example of perimeter
landscaping that blocks views of the
parking lot from the public-right-of-way
and nearby bus station.

Right-of-Way Vacation for Development.
Streets that are currently blocked off by
cul-de-sacs at these locations create
potential to vacate the rights-of-way to
facilitate larger development. If this were
to occur, pedestrian access should be
maintained with sidewalk connections.

Bus-Only Lanes. The South Division Corridor Plan
proposes converting two lanes of Division Avenue SW
into bus-only lanes to make bus service more efficient
and reliable. The City should work with The Rapid and

the City of Grand Rapids to assess the feasibility of a
roadway conversion, applying the findings of the
Align: The Rapid's Transit Improvement Studly.
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Gateway Features. The City of Grand Rapids and City of Wyoming have
both installed gateway features at this intersection, including murals on
the rail overpasses and a monument sign with flags. Additional gateway
features, such as landscaping, arch signs, and decorative lighting, should
be added at this intersection and at 32nd Street to enhance the
character and signify entry onto Division Avenue SW.

Bury Utility Lines. Currently utility lines run
overhead along Division Avenue SW, diminishing
the aesthetic of the streetscape. The City should
consider burying the utility lines along the
corridor as they add visual clutter and are
potential limiting factors for future multistory
development.

Pedestrian Crossings. There is currently a half mile
distance between Division Avenue pedestrian crossings
at 28th Street and 32nd Street. A new pedestrian
crossing with a pedestrian refuge should be considered
near Celia Street SE where Division Avenue Route 1 bus
stops are located to increase walkability.

LAND USE PLAN
|:| Single-Family Detached

|:| Corridor Commercial
|:| Mixed Use

|:| Public/Semi-Public
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SPECIAL AREA PLAN

KELVINATOR SITE

The industrial site located on the west side of Clyde Park Avenue SW, between Burton Street
SW and Chicago Drive SW, is commonly referred to as the Kelvinator Site. This site is located
across the street from new townhome development in Grand Rapids and the City of Grand

. . . . . . . Grand Rapids Development. The City of Grand
Rapids’ Grandville Avenue Area Specific Plan also proposes multifamily, mixed use, live/work,

Rapid’s Grandville Avenue Area Specific Plan

and rowhouses at along Grandville Avenue at Cordelia Street. To build upon this trend of infill Trail Connection. Long-term opportunity exists to envisions multifamily, mixed use, rowhouses, and
and revitalization occurring in Grand Rapids and support future land uses, the Kelvinator Site extend the site’s potential trails through Roosevelt live/work uses at “Roosevelt Curve,” located at
should be redeveloped as a mix of higher-density residential and mixed use development. The Park to connect with the Oxford Street Trail that /Il/ Grandvillg Avenue and Cordelia Street. ‘Ijhe Plan
site has a long history as an industrial site and brownfield remediation will likely be needed to begins just east of Norwhich Avenue SW and Oxford = of] proposes infill development and pedestrian
facilitate redevelopment. Permitted uses will also depend on the extent of any potential Street SW and bridges over the Grand River. . == |_'I__|T o ::zi:;tvrgzIr;f;m[:;inif:;;[iigjszls outs
contamination and the remediation undertaken. As is the case with the Site 36 brownfield, LL |_|_L replicated on \,/vyor-:,‘ng‘s s}de of the area.

residential uses may not be feasible on the Kelvinator Site in which case retail and office
development should be encouraged on the northern portion of the site with higher density
development located near Chicago Drive SW. Other portions of the site could then repur-
posed as a regional park or open space that leverages the site’s location along Plaster Creek.

=

IMPROVEMENTS
Plaster Creek. Plaster Creek should be New Townhomes. The townhomes recently
Z Potential Trails EPerlmeter Screening beautified and enhanced with trails to be constructed in Grand Rapids between Lynch Street
Ensure the area is highly connected by quality To beautify streetscape views from the

leveraged as a natural amenity for future SW and London Street SW are an example of high

sidewalks and pathways for pedestrians and
cyclists. Connectivity should be created to nearby
trail systems to fill in gaps in the City’s trail
network and work towards a comprehensive
system.

Pedestrian Crossing

Install safe, highly visible pedestrian crossings and
curb cuts to support walkability. Crosswalks may
be enhanced with decorative treatments and
button-activated crosswalks may be considered.

[ED Bridge Connection
Construct pedestrian bridges across the creek
that provide connections to Lee Field to the west
and the future neighborhood commercial center
to the north.

right-of-way, the utility substation should be
screened either with decorative fencing or
perimeter landscaping.

Potential Single-Family Attached/Open Space
The preferred future land use for the southern
half of the site is single-family attached residential.
If residential uses are not permitted due to
contamination, the section should redeveloped
for enhanced open space that can serve as an
amenity to nearby residents and future commer-
cial development to the north.

Potential Multifamily/Commercial

The preferred future land use for the site’s
northern end is multifamily and mixed use
development. If residential uses are not permitted

residents and shoppers within the area.

Clyde Park Ave SW

quality, higher density residential development that
the redevelopment of the Kelvinator Site should
complement.

Brownfield Site. The preferred future land use
for the Kelvinator Site is mixed residential. Due
to its brownfield nature, remediation may not
allow residential development. If so, the site
should be redeveloped into commercial uses

due to contamination, commercial uses should be [ .
) ) = with open space along the creek.
developed to leverage traffic along Chicago Drive = 0
and access to commercial uses further east and B .m I
= = L
west of the area. E= T = L
Public Plaza. This point of intersection between Plaster Creek and Clyde : T &
LAND USE PLAN Park Avenue SW presents the opportunity to construct a public plaza § = ?, >
= c
|:| Single-Family Detached |:| Industrial that can serve as a trailhead for the trails along the creek, as well as a }(’ L l[t }(’ o
>
gateway feature to the Kelvinator Site to the north. 8 II: L E <E
|:| Single-Family Attached |:| Utility and Railroad < I[ om t 3| S
[ Multifamil [ | public/Semi-Publi THT ;
ultifamily ublic/Semi-Public BlRag £
- Neighborhood Commercial |:| Parks and Open Space

- Business Park/Office
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COMMUNITY

® ®
Vision
In 2040, Wyoming will continue to support a high quality of life for all residents by providing
excellent public services. Like established neighborhoods, emerging neighborhoods will be
prepared to support new residents and businesses with forward-thinking planning efforts
and infrastructure investment. Residents will also feel safe and have a strengthened sense of
community identity at the neighborhood level. The City will continue to address concerns
about flooding through the successful management of utility infrastructure and sustain-
able best practices. Wyoming’s accessible community facilities will also set an example for
surrounding communities with state-of-the-art, sustainable designs that distinguish the City
from others.

Goal 1

Continue to implement utility and infrastructure management best practices and emerging
technologies that reinforce the City’s commitment to protecting public health and safety
and managing stormwater, sanitary, and water services.

Goal 2

Continue to strike a balance between funding new infrastructure for growth areas and
upgrading existing infrastructure to match increasing capacity needs when planning for asset
management needs and future infrastructure investments.

Goal 3

Ensure residents are served by world-class facilities and services to foster a safe, educated,
innovative, and prosperous community.

44 ® Community Facilities

Community
Facilities and
Infrastructure

Community facilities and infrastructure
are essential in providing residents and
businesses with key public services to
uphold high quality of life. This includes
stormwater and wastewater management,
water supply and distribution, and local
government services, such as public safety,
education, and library services.

FACILITIES

The provision of these services is vital
to the health, safety, and welfare of
the community, as well as sustaining a
strong local and regional economy. With
an emphasis on close coordination with
partner agencies, the following chapter
provides recommendations to ensure
Wyoming’s community facilities and
infrastructure continue to support the
community over the longer term as it
grows.

DRAFT
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Public Works
Department

The City of Wyoming Public Works
Department is responsible for the day-
to-day and long-term maintenance and
management of all municipal utility and
transportation assets. The Public Works
facility is located off Burlingame Avenue
SW just north of 28th Street SW at the
James A. Sheeran Public Service Center.
The Department is divided into the
Department of Engineering, Public Service
(streets, trails, traffic signals, and utilities),
Traffic, and Fleet Services.

It is responsible for the collection and
treatment of wastewater, storm sewer
systems, maintenance and management
of the City’s fleet, and the distribution
system of the public drinking water supply.
It is the Department’s goal to continue
to implement utility and infrastructure
management best practices and emerging
technologies that reinforce the City’s
commitment to protecting public health
and safety and managing stormwater,
sanitary, and water services. Majority
of this chapter’s recommendations are
under the purview of the Department as
outlined in the following sections.

WYOMING [re]IMAGINED | [ |



Stormwater
Infrastructure

Continue to work with regional partners
on the implementation of stormwater
management standards identified in

the new National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) permit.

The City of Wyoming is committed to
protecting and preserving water quality in
the community. Daily actions of residents,
from washing cars to fertilizing lawns, can
have significant impacts on the water
environment. When it rains, stormwater
can pick up debris from roads, chemicals
from lawns, oil from cars, and bacteria
from animal waste. These pollutants make
their way through the storm sewer system
and into the City’s waterways, impairing
water quality. Wyoming is located in the
Grand River and Buck Creek Watersheds.
Stormwater that leaves the City eventually
enters Lake Michigan, thus, the City’s
actions have a direct impact on local
streams and rivers as well as surrounding
communities.

The City maintains approximately

266 miles of stormwater drainage
infrastructure. The oldest infrastructure

is located in the earliest developed areas,
with stormwater infrastructure in the
northernmost area of Wyoming dating
back over 60 years. New infrastructure was
built within the Panhandle area to support
rapid development over the last 20 years.

| [ | WYOMING [re]IMAGINED

National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination
System Permit

In 2020, the City is expecting the
approval of an updated National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
(NPEDS) permit. This permit, which is
administered by the Michigan Department
of Environment, Great Lakes, and

Energy (EGLE), is required by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA’s)
1999 Phase Il Stormwater Rule. The permit
requires the City to manage a Municipal
Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4)

to manage stormwater separately from
sanitary sewer systems.

The NPDES requires Wyoming to develop
and implement strategies to meet the
following six minimum control measures:

m Public Education and Outreach

m Public Participation and Involvement

Illicit Discharge Detection and
Elimination

m Construction-site Runoff Control
m Post-construction Runoff Control

Pollution Prevention and Good
Housekeeping

Lower Grand River
Organization of
Watersheds

The City is a member of the Lower

Grand River Organization of Watersheds
(LGROW), a group formed within the
Grand Valley Metro Council consisting

of municipalities, colleges, non-profits,
businesses, and state regulators within the
Greater Grand Rapids Region. Collectively,
LGROW collects data and monitors water
quality within the region’s watersheds,
lakes, streams, and rivers; coordinates
regional stormwater planning; promotes
community education and sustainable
stormwater management practices;

works with communities to coordinate
their NPDES stormwater permits; and
assists partner communities with grants
and funding to support stormwater
management and water quality activities.
LGROW also coordinates annual reporting
progress as required by NPDES permits.
Wyoming should continue to play

an active role in LGROW to protect
regional water quality and fulfill NPDES
requirements.

DRAFT
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Public Education
and Awareness

Two of the six NPDES requirements relate
to creating greater public awareness and
engaging the public in preserving water
quality and implementing steps to manage
stormwater and keep harmful chemicals
out of streams and lakes. Most citizens
recognize the recreational and aesthetic
benefits of water features and many
recognize water quality degradation as a
serious concern in the Great Lakes Region.
There is a lack of recognition, however,
that significant pollution is generated from
normal everyday actions, and not just from
large commercial and industrial sources.

To increase watershed residents’
awareness, public education is integrated
as a key component of the region’s

MS4 stormwater management strategy.
LGROW'’s Public Engagement Committee
is responsible for developing and
implementing these educational activities,
and focuses on messaging and outreach

events that address the target messages of:

personal watershed stewardship, ultimate
stormwater discharge, public reporting of
illicit discharges, personal actions that can
impact the watershed, waste management,
and management of riparian lands.

46 ®™ Community Facilities

Public awareness and engagement
activities are included in the LGROW
Public Education Plan, last updated in 2013.
LGROW and its member communities
have created web and social media based
marketing and education campaigns
targeting students, homeowners, and
businesses, as well as informational
brochures that are distributed during

its series of community events and
workshops. The Public Engagement
Committee also sponsors and facilitates
numerous professional training and
certification programs for municipal
partner staff on best practices. In

2019, LGROW provided 50 educational
programs in 15 public and private school
districts with a combined audience

of 3,190 students ranging from 2nd to
10th grade. The City should continue to
work with LGROW to actively educate
its community members and staff on
ecological and efficient management of
stormwater, including through youth group
engagement, volunteer programs, and
increased social media presence.

Low Impact
Design

Encourage the integration of sustainable
and low impact design (LID) strategies as
part of new development.

LID is the integration of green
infrastructure and conservation of on-site
natural features to mitigate stormwater
runoff and protect water quality. Green
infrastructure is an attractive alternative
to traditional concrete (or “gray”)
infrastructure that transforms paved and
hard surfaces into vegetated or permeable
areas. It has numerous sustainability
benefits in addition to stormwater
management, including reducing urban
heat islands, improving air quality, and
promoting economic development
through attractive urban settings.

An example of LID practices existing within
Wyoming today are its regional storm
basins, which are owned and maintained
by the City and include pre-treatment
sediment basins. Within the private sector,
Metro Health Hospital and Gordon Foods
Headquarters have green roofs, which
were incorporated into the building
designs to attain LEED certification.

The City should continue to actively
promote LID strategies with future
growth. This includes improving the future
designs of parking lots, structures, and
streetscapes by encouraging the use of
pervious surfaces, bioretention areas, and
green roofs. Permeable pavements and
green roofs help keep excessive runoff out
of the stormwater system by capturing
and retaining rainwater on site. They also
provide wildlife habitat and greenhouse
gas reduction benefits. The City should
implement the following to further
promote green infrastructure within the
community:

m |dentify and map problematic
stormwater drainage areas in the
community.

m Adopt natural resource and habitat
friendly development standards that
incentivize developers to incorporate
green concepts into their design.

m Review and modify the Community
Development Code, as needed,
to include effective regulations
to implement the stormwater
management goals and policies.

DRAFT
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Stormwater
Management
within
Transportation
and Parks
System

Continue to use the best practices in
stormwater management in transportation
and parks system projects.

As the threat of climate change continues
to exacerbate stormwater runoff issues
with higher intensity storms, green
infrastructure can play a key role in
ensuring Wyoming's existing infrastructure
systems are not overwhelmed.
Complementary to gray infrastructure,
the City should continue to support

and encourage green infrastructure

at a large scale to help manage such
potential increases in rainfall volumes. This
includes incorporation into public land
development and design standards, such
as streetscape enhancements during road
construction, capital planning processes,
and public facility management, including
parks or recreational areas. By investing
public resources into green infrastructure,
the City can achieve multiple goals
simultaneously, from managing stormwater
to reducing the heat island effect and
improving water quality.

The City can look to its neighbor, the

City of Grand Rapids, who has been very
active in coordinating green infrastructure
projects with transportation and public
facility improvements, particularly at the
neighborhood level. In the northeastern
Coit Neighborhood, a total of 21 bump-
out rain gardens were installed throughout
the neighborhood. These improvements
serve a dual purpose of traffic calming and
water quality improvements by filtering
run-off. Additionally, the City of Wyoming
and the City of Grand Rapids partnered
to create the River of Two Cities rain
garden at the jointly owned Grand Valley
Regional Biosolids Authority Dewatering
facility, which serves to beautify and filter
stormwater as part of the facility’s LEED
certification.

The City should establish a formal set

of standards to coordinate streetscape
improvements, including landscaping

and stormwater management with
transportation infrastructure projects to
increase efficiency. The addition of new,
and the enhancement of existing parks
should also allow for more natural drainage
areas and green infrastructure stormwater
management techniques. Target areas for
flood mitigation include Ideal Park and
54th Street SW and Clay Avenue SW.
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Water

Continue to monitor water system
quality for the presence of lead in the
drinking water.

Since 1966, Lake Michigan has been the
source of Wyoming’s drinking water.

The Water Supply system currently has

a service population of about 230,000
people, serving sections of the Zeeland,
Park, Olive, Blendon, Holland, Georgetown,
Jamestown, Gaines, and Byron townships;
the cities of Hudsonville and Grandville;

a portion of the City of Kentwood; and
the City of Wyoming. The Donald K. Shine
Water Treatment Plant, located near Lake
Michigan in Ottawa County, underwent a
$73 million expansion in 2011.
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Due to exponential growth since the early
1960s, the treatment plant has grown its
capacity from 32 million gallons per day

to 120 million gallons per day. The plant
provides high quality drinking water that
meets and often exceeds the requirements
established by the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency and the Michigan
Department of EGLE. Public tours of the
plant are available as a form of community
outreach to educate residents on how
their drinking water is kept clean and safe.

Additionally, the City of Wyoming
maintains approximately 370 miles of water
infrastructure. Similar to the stormwater
infrastructure, the age of the infrastructure
follows the pattern in which the City was
developed. Water line infrastructure in the
very northern part of the City is the oldest
with some lines near Chicago Drive SW
and Godfrey Avenue SW dating to before
1940.

Water Quality

Wyoming's Advanced Metering
Infrastructure (AMI) program replaces
water meters with smart meters that
connect and communicate with the City
in real time. Through the implementation
of this program, smart metering has
demonstrated benefits in water savings.
It has allowed the City to monitor and
maintain compliance with all Michigan
Department of EGLE standards and has
identified no issues of lead in the drinking
water. As required by the Michigan
Department of EGLE, the City should
continue to implement the AMI smart
metering program to monitor Wyoming’s
drinking water and ensure it remains lead-
free.
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Sanitary Sewer

Develop and maintain a wastewater
collection system that meets the existing
and future needs of the community.

The City of Wyoming maintains
approximately 280 miles of sanitary

sewer infrastructure. Similar to both
stormwater and water infrastructure,

the age of the infrastructure follows the
City’s development pattern. The oldest
sanitary sewer infrastructure is located in
the northernmost part of the City, with
some lines near Chicago Drive SW and
Godfrey Avenue SW dating before 1940.
The newest infrastructure is located in the
Panhandle to support development that
has rapidly occurred over the last 20 years.
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Clean Water Plant

The Utility Department operates the
Clean Water Plant, located off Chicago
Drive SW just east of Ivanrest Avenue
SW, which treats water that continues to
exceeded regulatory standards. The Plant
serves 140,000 people from Wyoming
and four neighboring communities. The
treated water originates from wastewater
produced from all human activities
where water is flushed down sanitary
sewer drains, including from residential,
commercial, and industrial uses. Once
cleaned by the plant’s biological processes,
the water is conveyed to the Grand River.
Wyoming’s biosolids are either applied to
land as fertilizer or sent to landfills.

In 2004, Wyoming partnered with the City
of Grand Rapids to form the Grand Valley
Regional Biosolids Authority (GVRBA).

This organization jointly manages the
biosolids from both communities. The
City takes great pride in the quality of the
water produced and its efforts towards
improving the nation’s waterways since the
passage of the Clean Water Act of 1972.
As such, the facility was named the Clean
Water Plant rather than the wastewater or
sewage plant.

Clean Water Plant
Improvements

In late 2007, the Clean Water Plant
completed a $36 million expansion
project known as Stage Il, which included
upgrades to existing process equipment,
new odor control systems, the removal
of trickling filters, and the construction
of new aeration tanks and clarifiers. This
latest project resulted in the expanded
treatment capacity of 24 million gallons
of wastewater per day. The facility also
underwent a recent renovation where
3,750 square feet of office space on

the first floor and 3,250 square feet of
laboratory and office space on the second
floor was reconfigured and modernized.
The office and laboratory spaces are
essential in the operation of the City’s
water and wastewater treatment process
for quality control and data analysis. In
May 2018, the City passed a budget of
nearly $900,000 from its Sewer Fund to
replace an obsolete centrifuge that has
been in use since the mid-1980’s. The
costly but necessary investment will
enable the process of removing residual
solids from wastewater to become
significantly more efficient and reduce
costs by thousands of dollars per month.
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Supportin
Grg\ll)vth ingthe
Panhandle

Define and plan for continued growth
and development in the Panhandle area
in alignment with the Land Use Plan.

Wyoming’s Panhandle area has sanitary
sewer capacity limitations due to the
existing availability of infrastructure.

A currently runs through the southern
portion of the City, which was master
planned to serve the Panhandle area at a
capacity of four residential units per acre.
The service area was expanded, however,
through 425 Agreements to include
development north of M-6 and the
northwest portion of Byron Township. The
additional population growth is creating
demand beyond the amounts originally
accounted for in the master plan.

A new capacity study was undertaken

in 2019 to assess the existing remaining
capacity of the system in this area,

while re-calculating anticipated growth
projections to model future demands.
The results of this assessment should

be utilized to plan for future utility
investments in the Panhandle area and
ensure demand volumes are sufficiently
met. As a means of expanding funding
sources to support growth, the City
should look to developers to help with
cost sharing opportunities and shared
funding for infrastructure improvements
in both the Panhandle and significant
redevelopment projects. The City should
consider requiring all new water service
and wastewater fees to be adequate to
fund the operations and maintenance of

the svstem
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Asset
Management
and Capital
Improvement
Planning

Maintain a pragmatic approach to
funding future utility improvements.

To ensure the City continues to provide
the community with quality municipal
services and can support future growth,

it is critical to strategically plan for
infrastructure improvements and establish
secure funding strategies. Maintaining
accurate projections and monitoring the
demands of water and sewer utilities

with new development will allow the

City to plan and budget for necessary
infrastructure improvements. This will
ensure on-going capacity exists to support
future development.

Innovative technology solutions are
emerging as a cost effective way to

help municipal utility operators improve
operational efficiency. By investing in

the right technology, the Public Works
Department can improve the effectiveness
of decision-making, while ensuring
municipal resources are being utilized to
their fullest potential. Technologies can be
implemented in a variety of ways to aid
and improve the Department’s efficiencies,
services, and asset management.

GIS Mapping
Technologies

GIS (Geographic Information System)
mapping technologies are becoming more
powerful, affordable, and easier to use
for smaller local governments looking

for utility asset management solutions.
Using GIS mapping, the City can maintain
location information and details for all
types of municipal assets (both utility

and transportation), based on a web map
corresponding to various systems that can
be updated and shared in real-time with
workers in the field. The City currently
maintains CAD files of its infrastructure,
which can be integrated into GIS to build
an inventory of locational data available
to any worker. Supplying field staff with
mobile devices that can provide global
coordinates (latitude and longitude) of a
given location would also provide access
to more precise information.

Information can be shared digitally
department to department, eliminating
the need for inefficient hard copy
transfers. City personnel can also be
granted access to digital files that can be
shared between departments and partner
agencies for enhanced collaboration.
Further, data analytic tools can be utilized
to inform policies and procedures as

well as short term and long-term Capital
Improvement Planning. The City should
also use GIS technologies to improve the
accuracy and efficiency of the following
asset management activities:

m Determining levels of service.

Defining roles and responsibilities.
m |dentifying and calculate risk.
m Extrapolating a forecast.

m Adjusting the budget accordingly.

Capital Improvement
Plan

The City’s current Capital Improvement
Plan (CIP) strategy for municipal water
and sanitary sewer improvements is to
continue serving the Panhandle growth
area, while undertaking deliberate
improvements on infill projects. Infill
projects that may require infrastructure
upgrades include new developments
with large increases in density or uses
that require significant water demand
or pressure. Infrastructure investments
should be aligned with traffic and road
investments when the opportunity exists
to maximize City resources.
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Sustainability
Building Smarter Infrastructure
with Technology

Forward-looking utilities are aiming to build smarter infrastructure,
leveraging data, software, and technology to improve operations,
maintenance, efficiency, and succession planning. Utilities are

increasingly taking advantage of GIS technologies in the digital
mapping of assets and interconnecting digital mapping with
internet connectivity. This provides access to critical real time
data that allows for better planning in the management of utility
assets. Better data and more informed planning allow for greater
efficiencies and maximized impact of limited municipal resources
over the long term maintenance and operations of the utility
systems.

Equity and Inclusivity
Equity through
Infrastructure Planning

Public Works and infrastructure projects are foundational to the
development and growth of communities and neighborhoods
and drive economic growth and expansion. These projects require
effective, transparent government policies to guide their planning,
spending, construction, and maintenance. Viewing these critical
infrastructure decisions through an equity lens is an opportunity
to examine who benefits, who pays, and who decides. Equitable
infrastructure policies should be assessed using established
measurable standards, targeting resources to high-need areas,

and engaging broad community engagement and participation
activities.
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GIS Water Distribution System, solutions.arcgis.com

Advanced
Technolo
Best Practices

Implement advanced technology
best practices into the City’s asset
management system.

Municipal utility management entities
have access to advanced GIS, Business
Intelligence, 10T (Internet of Things)

and other data management software.
However, many utility companies continue
to operate in the same way they did years
ago.

Pipe corrosion, aging pipes, weather, soil
conditions, and other environmental and
historical factors can contribute to water
distribution system failures. In addition,
more than 1.3 million miles of public and
private sewer lines are susceptible to
failure across the nation. The American
Civil Engineers Society (ASCE) predicts that
by 2030, there will be a 23 percent increase
in wastewater treatment for 56 million
new customers.
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Utility Condiitions Dashboard, enr.com, Black & Veatch

This increase will occur as new users
connect to wastewater treatment plants,
alongside the elimination of private septic
systems. Modern digital technology and
data enable municipal water and sewer
utilities and organizations to leverage
artificial intelligence and machine learning
to predict the location and likelihood of
pipe ruptures.

Utility managers can use loT, GIS, and Bl
and real-time data to implement an asset
management plan for water distribution
systems to monitor water pressure and
maintain overall systems. Following are
examples of the available data-driven
technologies that can be used to take a
progressive approach towards addressing
and preventing infrastructure issues.

Predictive Modeling

Predictive modeling uses Al and machine
learning to assess the history of a water
distribution system. Data on weather, pipe
material, soil conditions, and other factors
such as nearby roadways, is pushed into

a capitalization model to predict where
future breaks could occur. Predictive
modeling identifies areas in urgent need
of repair, saving time and money for both
utilities and consumers.

Leak Protection

Discovering water mains breaks before
significant issues occurs is a significantly
beneficial initiative, achieved by combining
loT with acoustic sensors. loT can be
integrated with traditional infrastructure
to allow utilities to continuously monitor
pipes for leakages.

Water Pressure
Monitoring

Digital water pressure monitoring can
extend the life of aging pipes. Software
analytics combined with pressure sensors
offers new insight for utilities, which can
aid the reduction of water pressure when
consumption is low. Modern pressure
sensors can identify issues at the source
by detecting transient pressure events.
Pressure monitoring and management can
reduce water loss while increasing the life
expectancy of pipes. Water infrastructure
can consequently be managed more
effectively, as customer service improves
tenfold.

Smart Metering, hellofuture.orange.com

Smart Metering

Smart metering enables two-way
communication between metering devices
and networks. This communication allows
for the accurate measurement of detailed
usage, billing information, customer

alerts, disconnections, remote service
connections, and more. Smart meters are
highly advantageous in cutting utility costs,
while reducing the need for personnel to
enter the field.

Broadband
Infrastructure and
Digital Equity

In 2017, Kent County created the
Community Technology Action Plan,

a community technology assessment

for Kent County that also includes a

plan for addressing any deficiencies or
opportunities for improving the local
technology ecosystem in order to
advance economic, social, and educational
opportunities for families, businesses, and
institutions in the community. While the
results are for the County, the findings

are applicable to the City of Wyoming.
Broadband access has become increasingly
important in light of work from home and
e-learning needs related to the COVID 19
pandemic.
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Overall, access to broadband technology
(defined as 25Mbps download speeds)

is readily available, with over 96% of
households having access and over 90%
having access to speeds of 100Mbps.
Additionally, the County is served by
multiple providers and platforms, including
fiber, DSL, cable, fixed wireless and mobile
wireless providers.

In terms of adoption, nearly 20% of
households in the county do not subscribe
to broadband service, with nearly half

of those individuals citing cost as the
primary reason for not subscribing.
Households earning less than $50,000
annually are significantly less likely to
adopt an Internet connection at home
compared to households earning more.
This is consistent with national and state
trends. Adults without a college degree
are less likely to adopt a home broadband
connection than those with a two-year,
four-year, or advanced degree.

The costs of having an Internet
connection, including the monthly cost of
service, installation and equipment costs
in order to obtain service, and the cost of
an Internet-enabled device (e.g., computer,
tablet, smart phone, etc.), can be a burden
for families with lower incomes and thus
the choice to connect is controlled by

the external cost of service for these

households. This disconnection can leave
families on the wrong side of the digital

divide.

The Community Technology Action
Plan provides four recommendations
specifically addressing the Digital Equity
issue, starting with launching a Digital
Equity Initiative to help sustain in-depth
discussions around the adoption issue
in the community by bringing together
public-private partners. Additional
recommendations to be taken on by the
initiative include promoting low-cost
broadband service offerings; facilitating
digital literacy training; making available
low-cost devices; and identifying and
expanding wireless hotspots in the
community.

The City of Wyoming could play an active
role in engaging partners from both the
business community and other civic
organizations, such as the Kent District
Wyoming Public Library and schools, to
develop programs promoting low-cost
service offerings and available low-cost
devices for vulnerable populations.
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Facilities
Provide exceptional public facilities
and services to meet the health, safety,

education, and leisure needs of all
Wyoming residents.

In addition to public utilities and
infrastructure, growth and development
will impact all community facilities in
Wyoming, including fire and police
services, local government, education,

and library services. Impacts on these
government services must be considered
during the land use application process as
well as when accessing the need for facility
upgrades. As growth through the City
continues, particularly in the Panhandle
area, pressure will increase to expand
municipal, education, and library services.
As such, the City should coordinate

the expansion and equitable, long-term
funding of public facilities and services
with the overall growth of the community.
New investments should be evaluated
against the land use priorities of Wyoming
[re]lmagined and the City’s financial
sustainability planning for inclusion within
the CIP.
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Local Government

Wyoming is a home-rule city that runs
under a charter and ordinances adopted
by its citizens in 1959. The City has a
council-manager form of government, led
by an elected mayor, one councilmember
from each its three geographic wards, and
three councilmembers “at large” from the
entire City. Together they are responsible
for adopting City ordinances, appointing
members to boards and commissions,
and approving an annual City budget.
The mayor serves as the Chief Executive
Officer for ceremonial responsibilities
and is chairman of the council. The City
Council appoints a City Manager, City
Attorney, Comptroller, and City Clerk.
The City Manager oversees the day-
to-day operations of the City and the
implementation of City policies. As Chief
Administrative Officer, the City Manager
directs each of the City department’s
managers and staff.

Most of Wyoming’s government is housed
in the Wyoming City Hall, located at 28th
Street SW and De Hoop Avenue. The
ADA-compliant facility was constructed

in 2003 and features service departments
on the first floor. Overall City Hall is well
functioning, and no major improvements
are scheduled. The City should continue to
assess community facility upgrade needs
for all City departments over the years as
service demands increase with growth.

Emergency Response —
Wyoming Department
of Public Safety

Fire Bureau

The Wyoming Department of Public
Safety — Fire Bureau's 61 employees are
composed of full- and part-time, paid-on-
call, and dual trained fire firefighters, along
with a fire investigator, administrator, and
two Chief Officers.

The Department responds from the
following four fire stations:

m Station #1: 1500 Burton Street SW
m Station #2: 4507 S. Division Avenue S

m Station #3, Training Facility, and
Community Room: 2300 Gezon
Parkway SW

m Station #4 and Administrative Offices:
1250 36th Street

The Department has an ISO (Insurance
Service Office) rating of 4, which indicates
how well a community is protected in the
event of a fire on a scale of 1through 10,
with 1being the best rating. The existing
water supply and distribution systems
were identified as adequate for firefighting
operations and currently no facility
renovations are planned. In 2014, the
Wyoming Fire Department united with the
Wyoming Police Department to become
the Wyoming Department of Public Safety
to improve protection and safety services
for the community.
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Police Bureau

The Police Bureau is composed of 83
full-time police officers, 14 staff, and
seven other department members who
are committed to protecting Wyoming
residents. The Bureau contains a variety
of services, divisions, and units, including
the Investigative Division and Patrol
Services Division. In 2018, the Bureau
was re-accredited the Gold Standard
Excellence by the Commission on
Accreditation for Law Enforcement
Agencies (CALEA), the worldwide leader in
police accreditation.

The Bureau uses two facilities: the
Wyoming Pistol Range located at the
Wyoming Clean Water Plant and the
Police and Public Safety Administration
Headquarters located at De Hoop
Avenue and Belfield Street. Constructed
in 1999, the 54,000 square foot modern
facility contains patrol, investigation, and
administrative offices; a cross-training
fitness center; 110-personnel training
room; and enhanced forensic facilities and
systems. While no renovations are planned
for this new headquarters, upgrades the
target system will be upgraded at the
Pistol Range Facility. The Department

is also considering refurbishing police
vehicles garages and replacing the roof at
the Public Safety Police Services building.

Long-Term Safety
and Protection

As Wyoming’s population grows with
development, increased service demands
will be placed on the City’s Public Safety
Department. The City should work with
the Department to ensure sufficient
facility capacities and staffing levels to
provide timely and effective emergency
and public safety services. Water supply
and pressures for the Fire Bureau should
also be accounted for when assessing the
extension of services in growth areas and
for future infill developments.

A well-connected street network will be
essential in improving response times for
both fire and police services. Attention
should be given to street design and
placement to allow for sufficient access
and egress for fire service vehicles and
equipment. Congestion levels in high-
growth areas, such as near Metro Health
Village, as well as delays at at-grade
railroad crossing should be monitored
and improved as needed to ensure quick
emergency response times (see the
Chapter 5: Transportation and Mobility
for further discussion). The Department
should also pursue opportunities
increase public safety by promoting
Crime Prevention Through Environmental
Design (CPTED) during the development
process, which focuses on orienting

the built environment to create safer
neighborhoods.
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Education
Public Schools

Public education within Wyoming is
provided by the following seven school
districts.

Additionally, TEAM 21 is available to
students in Wyoming—a collaborative
after school and summer program serving
over 1,800 students annually. The program
began in 2004 as a partnership between
the City of Wyoming Parks and Recreation
Department, Wyoming Public Schools,
Godfrey-Lee Public Schools, and Godwin
Heights Public Schools.

Public School List

School District | Number of | Enrollment
Facilities

Kentwood Public |18 9,044

Schools

Grandville Public | 9 5,700

Schools

Wyoming Public |9 4,308

Schools

Byron Center 9 3919

Public Schools

Kelloggsville 7 2,248

Public Schools

Godwin Heights | 5 2,203

Public Schools

Godfrey-Lee 6 1962

School District

Source: National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) 2017-2018
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Private Schools

Seven private primary schools are located
in Wyoming. These schools have a total
enrollment of nearly 1,100 pre-kindergarten
through 12th grade students. The largest
private school in Wyoming is Tri-Unity
Christian School with an enrollment of 321
students.

Higher Education — Grace
Christian University

Grace Christian University is a private
institution with an enrollment of over
1,000 students—approximately 250
on-campus students and the remaining
online. About half of the on-campus
students live in housing provided by the
University, including men’s and women’s
dorms, married housing, and apartments.
The 26-acre campus is located in
northeastern Wyoming at Aldon Street
and Rogers Lane Avenue. After considering
relocation, the University recently made
the decision to remain in Wyoming and is
currently evaluating options to expand the
campus.

Supporting Educational
Institutions

The City should support its public and
private educational institutions during
future pursuits for facility expansions

or relocations to ensure above average
education services with growth. This could
include providing adequate road and
utility infrastructure to support facility
upgrades. The City should also work

with Grace Christian University in the

case it seeks additional housing options
to accommodate new students. This
could include applying the PUD-4 Zoning
District for higher density residential
development, which permits townhome
and institutional uses. As the Grace
Christian campus partially surrounds
several residential neighborhoods, any
future campus planning processes should
include community engagement to ensure
any resident concerns are addressed.

Library Services

The Kent District Library Wyoming Branch
is located on Michael Avenue between
34th Street SW and 33rd Street SW.
Public library services are provided to the
residents and guests of Wyoming as a
joint venture between the City and Kent
District Library (KDL). As part of its role

in this partnership, the City constructed,
maintains, and owns the civic building,
which houses the community’s public
library.

Referred to as the Wyoming Public Library,
the library first originated as a storefront
library the 1940's and now sits in the state-
of-the-art, contemporary civic building
that covers about 49,000 square feet

after its renovation in 2001. It is the largest
branch in the Kent District Library system
that includes a community meeting room,
art gallery, café, program room, conference
room, and study rooms.
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The library is served by The Rapid Bus
Route 16, is ADA-compliant, and includes
a Library for the Blind and Physically
Handicapped (LBPH), one of nine in
Michigan, which is free to all eligible
people who are unable to read normal
print due to visual and physical disability. A
series of events and programs are hosted
at the library each month, such as guided
reading events, drawing classes with local
artists, and coding programs. The library
is running successfully and has no major
improvements planned for the near
future. As Wyoming continues to expand,
the City should work with the KDL to
ensure library service capacities continue
to meet demand levels. Coordination
with the Rapid and GO!Bus should also
be considered to ensure library services
are accessible to all segments of the
community via public transit.

Healthcare &
Well-being

Metro Health and SpartanNash YMCA

are major private providers of healthcare
services and recreational and fitness
opportunities within the community,
respectively. As Wyoming continues to
develop, it is important that attention is
given to ensuring equitable distribution

of healthcare and wellness facilities
throughout the City. This includes ensuring
access to medical and childcare services
for both residents and employees as
Wyoming’s business park areas continue to
expand.
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Community Facilities

B Government

15. Wyoming City Hall
30. Wyoming Housing Commission

Il Emergency Response

7. Fire Station 1

13. Wyoming Police Department and Wyoming
Senior Center

25. Fire Station 4

38. Fire Station 2

45. Fire Station 3

[ Public School

2. Godfrey-Lee Early Childhood Center

4. Godfrey Elementary School

5. Lee Middle and High School

6. Godfrey-Lee Public Schools Admin

8. Parkview Elementary School

11. Wyoming Junior High School

16. Wyoming High School

19. Godwin Middle School

20. Godwin High School

21. North Godwin Elementary School

23. West Godwin Elementary School

26. Wyoming Intermediate School

27. Gladiola Elementary School

28. Wyoming Board of Education

29. Wyoming Community Education

31. Newhall Middle School and West Elementary School
32. Huntington Woods Early Childhood Center
34. Oriole Park Elementary School

35. Kelloggsville Early Childhood Learning Center
39. West Kelloggsville School

40. Kelloggsville High School

43. Pine Grove Learning Center

50. Grand View Elementary School

52. Century Park Learning Center
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I Private School

1. Potter's House Christian School
3. San Juan Diego Catholic Academy

10.
17.
18.
22.
33.
36.
37.
41.
42.
46.
47.

48.
49.
51.

I College

14.

M Liorary

24.

Il Public Works
9. City-Wyoming Clean Water Plant

12.

I Medical Campus

44,

City of
Grand Rapids

Potter's House High School

Rogers Lane Head Start Preschool

Vista Charter Academy

West Michigan Lutheran School

Holy Trinity Evangelical Lutheran School

St. John Vianney Catholic Elementary School
South Godwin Elementary School
Discovery Alternative High School
Vanguard Charter Academy

The Goddard School of Grand Rapids
Apple Tree and Golden Woods

Early Care and Preschool

Adams Christian School

Protestant Reformed Theological Seminary
Tri-Unity Christian School

Grace Christian University

City of

Wyoming Public Library Grandyville

Wyoming Public Works

Metro Health University of
Michigan Hospital

City of
Kentwood

Byron
Center
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RANSPORTATION & MOBILITY

® ®
Vision
In 2040, Wyoming will be highly connected and known as a walkable, bikeable, and drivable
community, accessible to people of all abilities. City streets will be welcoming to not only
cars, but also people and bicyclists who share the right-of-way and enjoy the outdoors. Res-
idents will be able to comfortably walk to nearby neighborhoods and commercial centers;
visitors will easily move between shops, restaurants, and entertainment options; and the
youth will be able to walk or bike safely to schools and libraries. Public transit will also be
available across the City, allowing for easy transfers and reliable service times. In addition to
improved connectivity, Wyoming’s transportation system will continue to incorporate emerg-
ing technologies and best practices that enhance the community’s image and sense of place.

Goal 1

Work to optimize traffic flow/efficiency, enhance connectivity, and improve safety on
Wyoming’s streets for all modes of transportation.

Goal 2

Integrate investments in design and aesthetics into transportation improvement projects to
reinforce placemaking principles that improve the City’s image, build its local identity, and
support redevelopment projects.

54 ® Transportation & Mobility

Transportation
and Mobility

The efficient movement of people and
goods through and within a community
depends on a well-integrated, organized,
and planned system of vehicular and
non-vehicular infrastructure, including
roadways, sidewalks, trails, and transit.
Transportation and mobility are essential
components to providing high quality

of life, attracting new residents and
businesses, as well as fostering economic
development within Wyoming. The
following chapter identifies strategies to
ensure the City’s transportation network is
prepared to support future growth, while
ensuring multimodal options, equitable
access, and the application of emerging
technologies.

Mobility and
Congestion

Expand and enhance Wyoming’s existing
roadway network to address long-term
growth and congestion.

As the City continues to develop, it is
important that congestion levels and
roadways in need of improvements or
expansions are monitored. Collaboration
with regional transportation agencies and
the application of existing plans, such as
the Metropolitan Transportation Plan
and 2035 Thoroughfare Plan will be
essential in achieving the community’s
goals and securing necessary funding. The
following sections expand on these plans
as well as identify strategies for the use of
advanced transportation technologies and
asset management.
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2045 Metropolitan
Transportation Plan

When planning for projects that aim

to improve traffic flow/efficiency,
connectivity, and safety within Wyoming,
close coordination will be needed with the
Grand Valley Metropolitan Council (GVMC)
and its on-going development of the 2045
Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP)
which identifies and sets funding priorities
for the region. As the City coordinates
local municipal budgets and funding for
traffic infrastructure projects, identifying
and leveraging state and federal matching
funding will allow for local dollars to have
a greater impact. Local projects included
in the MTP act as a vehicle for the City

to receive necessary matching resources
for priority road projects. Given the
scarcity of resources at all levels, however,
the MTP also serves as a list of goals for
regional projects, as the number and
scope of projects outpace the funding
levels necessary to implement all of the
activities.
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To inform and assess projects that will be
added to the 2045 MTP, the GVMC has
updated the Congestion Management
Process that utilizes transportation
demand modeling to identify and quantify
congestion throughout the region.

The process has an identified set of
benchmarks and measurements related

to both recurring and non-recurring
congestion. Corridors in the region are
assessed and assigned ratings based on
these criteria. Additionally, these corridors
are assessed to determine the appropriate
strategies for congestion mitigation.
Although it is still just a draft, the 2045
MTP has identified the following City

and MDOT facilities as capacity deficient
shown in the chart to the right.

2040 Metropolitan
Transportation Plan

The Grand Valley Metropolitan Council
2040 Metropolitan Transportation Plan,
created in 2015, was the predecessor to the
2045 MTP. It created a 25-year horizon,
prioritizing and planning for investments in
transportation infrastructure through 2040.
As a part of its Congestion Management
Process Analysis, which examines
alternatives to mitigating congestion, the
plan also identified facilities throughout
the region projected to have exceeded
their designed capacity by the year 2040.
Facilities in Wyoming that were included
on the list are shown on the Capacity and
Projects Map and include the following in
the chart to the right.

2035 Thoroughfare
Plan

Preceding the 2045 MTP, the 2035
Thoroughfare Plan utilized 2009
transportation planning modeling
developed by GVMC to guide the

future ADT projections for the City’s
thoroughfares. The Capacity and Projects
Map provides the maximum average daily
traffic volumes for primary roadways
within the City of Wyoming, the data
for which is a compilation of counts
conducted between 2010 and 2019. The
projections from the 2035 Thoroughfare
Plan assessed the greatest levels of
traffic volume increase for roadways, the
highest of which were Wilson Avenue
SW, Ivanrest Avenue SW, Byron Center

Avenue SW, Gezon Parkway SW, and
56th Street SW. Thoroughfares in the
already-urbanized sections of the City
are anticipated to experience much
lower growth in traffic volumes, with
the exception of Division Avenue S.
Traffic volumes on Division Avenue S
are anticipated to increase due to the
presence of the Silver Line Bus Rapid
Transit (BRT) and associated transit-
oriented development being encouraged
along the corridor.

CAPACITY DEFICIENT FACILITIES

2045 Metropolitan Transportation Plan

Street From To Length Jurisdiction
32nd St SW Prospect Ave SE Madison Ave SE 0.06 miles Wyoming
44th St SW (S:\;f/’Oked Tree Rd Ea"” Center Ave | 39 miles Wyorning
52nd St SW Olsen Springs Ct Clyde Park Ave SW | 0.16 miles Wyoming
54th St SW Clyde Park Ave SW LRJi'J/?;/Mth StSw 0.32 miles Wyoming
56th St SW Kent Trl E%be”y Farms Dr 1 653 miles Wyoming
Godfrey Ave SW Chicago Dr SW Liberty St SW 0.47 miles Wyoming
M-11(28th St SE) Clyde Park Ave SW | Broadmoor Ave SE | 519 miles MDOT
US 131 (NandS) 36th St 28th St SW (M-11) 0.8 miles MDOT
US 131 (NandS) 54th St 44th St 1.06 miles MDOT
M-6 E S&O” Center A€ | 3 /M6 On-Ramp | 041 miles MDOT
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Case Study

Regional Partners

Wyoming, Michigan

The City of Wyoming utilizes a comprehensive approach to
managing its transportation system, working within a framework of
regional partners, planning efforts, and funding mechanisms. The
City is a member of the Grand Valley Metro Council (GYMC), which
is responsible for carrying out all transportation-related planning
activities for the Grand Rapids Metropolitan Area. This includes
the preparation and implementation of the 2045 Metropolitan
Transportation Plan (MTP) adopted by the GVMC Board in May
2020. Based on recent regional planning efforts, including the 2045
MTP and 2035 Thoroughfare Plan, it is clear that Wyoming and

its Grand Rapids Metro partners are embracing similar visions for
more financially sustainable transportation systems that increase
inclusivity and equity. This common vision stresses the importance

of reducing reliance on automobiles by enhancing infrastructure
for non-vehicular modes of transportation. Expanding the usage
of The Rapid and other transit systems are also key elements in
regional transportation planning.

2045
Metropolitan
Transportation|
Plan
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Equity and Inclusivity
Using Technology to Promote
Transportation Equity

Emerging transportation technologies offer municipalities and
transportation agencies new ways of expanding transportation
equity and mobility that would have been impossible even a few
years ago. For the most economically disadvantaged individuals,
gaining access to subsidized ridesharing services that connect with
the larger public transit system could prove to be significantly
beneficial. Similarly, connected and autonomous vehicles have the
potential to benefit those who cannot afford vehicle ownership
or cannot drive themselves, including people with disabilities,

the elderly, and children. As outlined in the GYMC 2045 Metro
Transportation Plan, these technologies are already operating

within the Grand Rapids Region. Companies are testing delivery
service by drone and Mobile GR is overseeing the Grand Rapids
Autonomous Vehicle Initiative, which has brought six self-driving
shuttles to downtown Grand Rapids as part of a year-long pilot
program. These technologies could support a more equitable
transit system by helping to resolve last-mile problems and
providing better access to transit.

56 ® Transportation & Mobility

Asset Management
of Existing Roadway
Network

The expansion and enhancement of
Wyoming's existing roadway network will
address long-term growth and congestion.
Adopting asset management planning
best practices will support the health

of the City’s mobility infrastructure and
maintain alignment within the regional
planning structures. These best practices
include Transportation Demand Modeling,
Regional Coordination of Congestion
Mitigation Projects, and Alternative
Mitigation Strategies.

Transportation
Demand Modeling

Using Transportation Demand Modeling,
the City should continue to closely
monitor streets experiencing high levels of
traffic to identify areas in need of roadway
improvements or expansions. This includes
utilizing emerging data sources such as
RITIS and performing demand modeling

at the local level to support the need and
justification for inclusion of Wyoming’s
projects in the MTP. This demand
modeling should be incorporated into
asset management planning to prioritize
the highest impact projects.

Regional Coordination
of Congestion
Mitigation Projects

Regional coordination will be necessary
to successfully gain funding and
implement congestion mitigation
projects in Wyoming. This includes for
the area around Metro Health Village,
such as along Gezon Parkway SW

and Byron Center Avenue SW, which

is expected to see increases in both
traffic and parking demand with future
development. High development areas
should be monitored for congestion
mitigation in addition to the corridors
currently included in the 2045 MTP.
Further, the City should continue to
implement the recommendations of the
2035 Thoroughfare Plan and the Grand
Valley Metropolitan Council 2045 MTP.
Both plans have identified existing and
projected congestion areas, developed a
list of priority projects, and can be used
to leverage necessary funding resources
from the Michigan Department of
Transportation (MDOT) and the Federal
Highway Administration (FWHA) for
implementation.
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Roundabouts

Roundabouts are a proven method to safely
decrease traffic delays and congestion and
should be considered within Wyoming. They
reduce vehicle speeds and conflict points

at an intersection. The use of yield signs
instead of stops signs or traffic signals allow
for greater flow of traffic and less stopped
vehicles or delays. There are also operation
and maintenance cost benefits due to the
lack of signals, and therefore eliminated
need of power to maintain. Roundabouts
allow pedestrians and bicyclists to move
safely cross the road due to lower vehicle
speeds and the use of splitter islands.
Additional crosswalk enhancements can

be provided for safety of pedestrians with
disabilities, including pedestrian activated
crossing signals, curbing, bollards, and
pavement enhancements to better identify
crosswalk locations and limits.

54th Street Corridor
Congestion

The 54th Street corridor was identified as
having congestion issues, with the segment
between US-131 and Division Avenue S
being the only area to receive a Level of
Service (LOS) rating of E or F in the City. At
the east end of the 54th Street corridor
near the US-131 interchange, the corridor’s
congestion was exacerbated by the
presence of at-grade railroad crossing and
multiple signals between Clay Avenue and
Division Avenue S.

A road widening project was recently
completed in 2019, which added an
additional westbound lane to 54th Street
SW from Haughey Avenue SW to US-131.
As no additional projects are planned for
54th Street SW from US-131 to Division
Ave S, the City should continue to monitor
congestion levels along this roadway and
work to minimize delay with signal timing
improvements.

Advanced
Transportation Data
and Technology

Historically, the availability of data has
been a significant challenge when assessing
traffic efficiencies and tracking the results
of solutions implemented. Regional
metropolitan planning organizations
(MPOs) like the GVMC are often the
source of critical data used in planning and
budgeting activities
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Intelligent
Transportation System
and Transportation
System Management

Intelligent Transportation System (ITS)

and Transportation System Management
(TSM) strategies have traditionally

focused on improving the operation of
the transportation system without major
capital investment and cost. They utilize
advanced technology to collect and
communicate data to travelers to assist in
avoiding congestions or optimize traffic
signals to enhance efficiency within a
given corridor. In addition, Transportation
Demand Management (TDM,) strategies aim
to reduce travel during the peak commute
period travel by finding ways to eliminate
the need for travel or reduce the reliance
on single operator vehicles.

Some examples of these strategies

that can be implemented by the City

of Wyoming include traffic signal
coordination/activation (ITS), encouraging
of ridesharing, and expanding the use of
transit and non-motorized transportation
systems (TDM). Combined, these strategies
can be used as tools to help Wyoming
meet air quality conformity standards
and provide ways to relieve congestion
and improve mobility without costly
infrastructure projects.
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Pedestrian
Environments

Make commercial and residential areas
where people frequently walk more
pedestrian friendly.

Exploring opportunities to enhance safety
for non-motorized system users will make
commercial and residential areas where
people frequently walk more pedestrian
friendly where applicable. Traffic calming
measures should be incorporated into
future roadway improvements, such as
medians, and bulb-outs to allow people
to comfortably walk to shops and within
their neighborhood. Reducing speed
limits along commercial corridors, such

as along 28th Street, should also be
considered to increase safety and comfort
of pedestrians, while drawing more foot
traffic to patronize businesses. This will
require coordination with Michigan State
Police (MSP) and MDOT to conduct a
speed study and assess speed reduction
feasibility for implementation.

Active Modes of
Transportation

Enhance the safety of and expand
opportunities for active modes of
transportation.

Non-motorized, or active transportation
consists of pedestrian (e.g. walking and
running) and bicycle travel, along with the
infrastructure that supports these modes
of travel within the community. This
includes sidewalks and bikeway facilities
(both on-road and off-road). Emphasis

on the benefits of non-motorized
transportation have continued to grow

in the region, increasing attention to
enhancing non-motorized transportation
options. While working to diversify
transportation mode options, a robust
non-motorized transportation system
also contributes to increased mobility,
safety, recreation, placemaking, economic
development, and the health of
community residents.

To enhance safety and expand
opportunities for active modes of
transportation, the City should continue to
implement and update the 2016 Wyoming
Bikeways Plan. This will encourage
strategic investments in off-street trails
and paths, along with on-street routes
that will provide greater connectivity
throughout the City and to other regional
routes. The City should also explore
opportunities to coordinate with adjacent
municipalities to connect bike routes
across municipal limits. Further, measures
that expand the sidewalk network
connecting residential neighborhoods

to commercial and industrial centers
should be pursued, along with measures
to enhance safety in corridors with higher
vehicular traffic.

Micromobility

Micromobility has gained popularity in
cities across the nation as a strategy to
increase alternative transportation options
through small-scale, environmentally
friendly modes. Examples include scooters
and bicycles shared using docking stations
or a dockless system.
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These modes have a minimal physical
footprint, can be effective in moving
people over short distances, and can
leverage existing bike infrastructure or
trails within a community.

Micromobility solutions have also proven
to help smooth daily traffic flow and

shift traffic demand to hours traditionally
considered off-peak. Growing traction in
micromobility is in part due to increased
access to information via smart phones
and digital platforms, as well as increased
demands for short, convenient trips

to city centers. To further diversify
convenient transportation options and
increase access to community destinations
across Wyoming in an equitable manner,
the City should work towards actively
integrating micromobility options into

the community. A micromobility plan
should first be developed to identify
infrastructure and funding needs and guide
strategies for implementation.

Reﬁional Planning
and Coordination

Much like the vehicular transportation
system, the GVMC manages regional
planning and coordination of resources

to support non-motorized transportation
systems. As a component of the 2045
Metro Transportation Plan, non-motorized
transportation resource needs and
priorities are determined locally and
integrated into the regional plan priorities.
In 2014, the GYMC developed a Non-
Motorized Transportation Plan, which
has been integrated into the 2045 MTP

as the primary guide for non-motorized
system needs and priorities at a regional
level. The primary objectives of the 2014
Regional Non-motorized Transportation
Plan are to identify regionally significant
priority projects, enhance cooperation
and coordination between jurisdictions for
facility development, and address some
of the challenges facing non-motorized
transportation facility development.

As with the vehicular systems, the City
should adopt an asset management
approach to maintain and develop of
priority infrastructure investments and
ensure alignment with regional efforts.
This will expand opportunities for and
enhance the safety of active modes of
transportation.
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M-11 (28th St) from Buchanan /D
Ave to Division Ave: Operational
improvements and access
management.

M-11 (28th St) from Clyde
Park Ave fo Buchanan
Ave: Operational
improvements and
access management.

Capacity and Projects

City of
Grand Rapids

US-131 from Wealthy St to

== City of Wyoming, MTP 2040, eee City of Wyoming, MTP 2045, 28th St: Add weave/merge
Completed Not Programmed e elelie]
improvements/expanded
“= City of Wyoming, MTP 2040, 22 MDOT, MTP 2040, Not ITS/Pending further study.
Planned Programmed
eee City of Wyoming, MTP 2040, eee MDOT, MTP 2045, Not e
Not Programmed Programmed T T s vy S —
< 2o TTTTT =

US-131 from 36th St to 28th St:
Monitor traffic operations,
continue ITS expansion/
Pending further study results.

Case Study

Regional Integrated
Transportation Information
System (RITIS)

With the arrival of technology for freeway and arterial
management, data is increasingly available for major facilities in
many metropolitan areas. The Regional Integrated Transportation
Information System (RITIS), developed by The University of
Maryland Center for Advanced Transportation Technology Lab,
is a leading big data aggregation and dissemination platform

for transportation systems. RITIS provides departments of
transportation, MPOs, and other agencies with historical and real

City of
Grandyille

vvvvvv

[[E
==8

time data such as travel time, speed, travel time index, user delay,
system reliability, and other transportation-related measurements
critical for system planning.

City of
Kentwood

Center
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2016 Bikeways Plan

A 2014 MDOT study showed that 39
percent of households in Michigan
reported someone in their home used a
bike for transportation in the last year.
The City of Wyoming currently has a
fairly extensive set of bikeway facilities
that provide connectivity between many
of its parks, key community destinations,
and to bikeways in adjacent communities.
In 2016, the City of Wyoming undertook
a review of its current bikeway system
and developed an update of the 2016
Wyoming Bikeways Plan to recognize
additions to the system and the changing
needs of the biking community, both
within the City and in neighboring
communities.

Coordination of local and regional system
expansions and enhancements should
include continued implementation and
updating of the City’s 2016 Bikeways
Plan. Implementation of the Bikeways
Plan will encourage strategic investments
in off-street trails and paths, along with
on-street routes that will provide greater
connectivity throughout the City and to
other regional routes.

The City should also explore opportunities
to coordinate with adjacent municipalities
to connect bike routes across municipal
limits. Further, measures that expand the
sidewalk network connecting residential
neighborhoods to commercial and
industrial centers should also be pursued,
along with measures to enhance safety in
corridors with higher vehicular traffic, such
as the 28th Street Corridor.

Bike Facilities in 2045 MTP

The 2016 Bikeways Plan serves as the City’s
primary tool for non-motorized facility
planning, design and construction, and acts
as the foundation for the City’s integration
of priority projects into the 2045 MTP for
future grant opportunities and funding
requests. As the 2016 Bikeways Plan is
approaching five years in age, the City
should update this document to better
position itself within the 2045 MTP to
access needed funding for non-motorized
transportation network expansions.

2045 MTP Non-Motorized Projects

Equity and Inclusivity
Enhancing the Pedestrian Network for All

Greater equity in the non-motorized transportation network can be attained by ensuring more diverse mobility
options for young people, older adults, or those physically or financially unable to drive. Opportunity exists to
enhance pedestrian infrastructure throughout the City by filling in gaps in the sidewalk network, widening narrow
sidewalks, upgrading crosswalk ramps to ADA standards, and improving visibility and prevalence of crosswalks.
Other pedestrian improvements that are common nationally and should be further explored in Wyoming include:
m Truncated domes
m Raised crosswalks
m Pedestrian refuges islands
Pedestrian hybrid beacons
Road diets

m Rectangular rapid flashing beacons

Some existing sidewalks, such as along Chicago Drive, should also be improved by providing a larger buffer
between the street to increase sense of comfort for pedestrians. 36th Street between Wentworth and

Wedgewood drives is a quality example of a welcoming pedestrian area that includes sidewalks on both sides and
a landscaped buffer to the roadway.

Fiscal Length Federal| State| Local

Year |Project Name Project Limits (Miles) | Description Cost Cost Cost| Total Budget

2020 | Byron Center Ave At 44th Street SW 0.00 Add Northbound Right Only Lane $142,000 S0 $58,000 $200,000

2020 | Byron Center Ave South City Limit to 44th Street SW 1 2.03 Rotomill and Resurface $520,000 $0| $130,000 $650,000

2020 | Byron Center Ave South City Limit to 44th Street SW 2.03 Rotomill and Resurface $550,000 S0| $140,000 $690,000

2021 | Wilson Ave SW South City Limits to North City Limits |2.98 Resurface $0| $984,000 $246,000 $1,230,000

2022 36th St SW Burlingame Avenue SW to Clyde Park i, Resurface $562,007 S0 5187993 $750,000
Avenue SW

2023 GezonPkwysw  Byron Center Avenue to Clyde Park 1, Resurface 598334 S0 $26666 $125,000
Avenue SW

2023 GezonPkwysw  Byron Center Avenue to Clyde Park 1, Resurface $1,280,000 S0/ $3200000  $1600,000
Avenue SW

2023 54th St SW ie’ednizasrk Avenue SWto Division 1, o Resurface $746,000 50| $204,000 $950,000

2023 54th St SW ie’ednizasrk Avenue SWto Division 1y o Resurface 5440536 S0 SN9464 $560,000
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Trails and
Non-Motorized Paths

There is a strong community desire for more east-west trail connections to
connect neighborhoods and existing parks to the Kent Trails, as well as to
key activity centers and community assetfs. Some of the biggest gaps in
the existing trail system appear to be in providing additional east-west
routes in the centfer of the community as well as connecting the northern
and southern sections, which already have established trail networks. At
Wyoming's perimeter, there are several planned bikeway facilities in
Grand Rapids, Grandville, Georgetown Township, and Byron Township
that provide opportunities for improved connectivity. To the west, these
planned facilities are located along Porter Street SW and 56th Street SW;
to the northeast, they are along Plaster Creek, Buchanan Avenue SW,
Madison Avenue SE, Burton Street SW, and Hall Street SW.

= Existing Trails/Path
& Fynded Trail/Path,MTP 2045

eee Proposed Trail/Path,WBP 2016
eee Proposed Trail/Path,MTP 2045
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Non-motorized Safety

As investments continue and barriers are
eliminated, the number of users of the
non-motorized transportation system will
grow. Ensuring the safety of these users is
critically important. While non-motorized
crashes make up a small portion of all
crashes in the region, non-motorized
users are significantly more likely to suffer
injuries or death as a result of a crash than
a driver. A federal performance measure
for safety is the number of non-motorized
fatalities and serious injuries. Building off
of this, the GYMC has developed a list of
the top 20 intersections for number of
fatalities and serious injuries for bicyclists
and pedestrians from 2013 to 2017. This

list includes four Wyoming intersections
for pedestrian incidents, two Wyoming
intersections for bicycle incidents, and one
intersection with an incident that involved
both pedestrians and bicyclists. Notably,
two significant events occurred within the
area where Interurban Trail's crosses 54th
Street SW.
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The City should work with GVMC to

make improvements to reduce future

risk of pedestrian and bicycle accidents.
Transportation safety can be improved

to help protect non-motorized travelers
from accidents through both engineering-/
design-based initiatives and the expansion
of public education campaigns. Engineering
driven solutions can be as simple as

the addition of signage, increased
enforcement, traffic signals, and crossings.
More advanced solutions can include
implementing marked lanes, creating
separated paths, and reconfiguring road
rights-of-way to incorporate traffic calming
measures. Strategies include road diets

or implementation of complete street
designs. The City’s 2016 Bikeways Plan
provides a street conversion analysis that
identifies recommended corridors suitable
for these types of solutions.

Transit

Work with The Rapid to improve transit
routes to better connect residents to
local destinations and to the larger
Grand Rapids region.

Transit is an integral part of a multi-modal
transportation system that provides an
alternative to personal vehicles while
increasing access to jobs, healthcare,

and other services and destinations for
residents and visitors who may not have
access to a car. The transit system, in
conjunction with the non-motorized
transportation system, represent strong
community TDM tools that can help
reduce peak congestion on local roadways,
providing alternatives to the reliance on
single use vehicles.

The Rapid

The Interurban Transit Partnership (The
Rapid) operates the region’s transit
operations, including bus rapid transit
(BRT), fixed route, and on demand
response bus service. The Rapid’s current
Service Area consists of Grand Rapids and
the five cities that surround it, including
the City of Wyoming. Over the past
decade, The Rapid significantly increased
the amount of transit service that operates
in the Grand Rapids region. Increased
transit opportunities, along with increases
in the region’s population and employment
have contributed to ridership growth of
nearly four million passengers in the past
10 years.

According to information published by the
Rapid, ridership on the system is primarily
made up of frequent customers. About
85 percent of the total ridership are using
the system three or more days per week,
according to the 2017 Rapid Rider Survey.
Additionally, most customers are highly
reliant on transit as their main mode

of transportation, as 78 percent of the
respondents to the survey said they have
no access to a private vehicle.

Align: The Rapid’s Transit
Improvement Study

Align: The Rapid’s Transit Improvement
Study was a year-long project released

in 2018, led by The Rapid. The study
identified, analyzed, and prioritized a

set of transit improvements for the
existing bus system to improve the rider
experience and potentially expand the
transit system in Grand Rapids and the
surrounding communities. Building off The
Rapid’s previous transit projects, the Silver
Line BRT, and the Laker Line BRT, the study
explores the feasibility of implementing
new BRT corridors and constructing
infrastructure enhancements to improve
bus travel time and reliability statistics. It
also examines opportunities to enhance
amenities to improve rider comfort at bus
stops and improve the visibility of transit
in the community. Further, significant
investments in projects are outlined in
the study for improved infrastructure,
scheduling, and equitable ridership
opportunities both within Wyoming and
the connected Grand Rapids region.
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Case Study

Public Education

Driving Change 2016-2017
Campaign Playbook

While engineering and infrastructure improvements should be
investigated to improve non-motorized safety, additional public
education campaigns may also help reduce crash, fatality, and
injury rates. The City of Wyoming can look to its neighbor for a
recent example of this type of initiative. Grand Rapids, through
the help of a federal grant sponsored by MDOT, partnered with
Gud Marketing to study, develop, and implement a bicycle safety
education campaign that would educate both motorists and
bicyclists about new bicycle infrastructure and laws. As part of
this effort, a “playbook” was created to help other municipalities
or organizations implement programs of their own, providing
guidance on how to move through the process.

DRIVING CHANGE

Driving Change Bicycle Safety Education Program
2016-2017 Campaign Playbook
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Enhancing the
Transit System

The City of Wyoming should actively seek
opportunities for regional collaboration to
expand and enhance transit services. To
provide greater effectiveness and ridership
of the system, The Rapid has undertaken a
Comprehensive Operational Analysis (COA)
to review the efficiency of the system

and to identify opportunities to reduce
redundancies and improve service levels
offered throughout the entire system. The
current recommendations included in the
draft of the COA examined 3 scenarios
based on the primary goals of:

m Scenario 1— Increasing all-day
frequency on key corridors in the
service area by reducing service
on underperforming routes and
reallocating resources to increase
high-frequency service on the most
productive corridors.

® Scenario 2 — Increasing coverage by
reducing services on underperforming
routes and reallocating resources
to increase high-frequency service
on key routes and develop new/
expanded crosstown services.

m Scenario 3 — Increasing weekend
service, while maintaining high-
frequency service during peak periods
on high ridership corridors.

In the development of these scenarios,
potential transit demand is based on the
density of five combined indicators: older
adults (ages 65 and up), people with low-
incomes (under 100 percent of the federal
poverty level), people with disabilities,
rental units, and zero-vehicle households.
These scenarios are aligned with the City
of Wyoming's goals to identify and link
underserved areas, such as the Rivertown
and Clyde Park corridors along with the
panhandle growth area and the addition
of more cross-town bus lines to provide
greater connections to existing bus lines.

Key recommendations from the COA
that impact routes serving the City of
Wyoming include the following:
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Rivertown
Route 8 and Route 24 are the primary links

serving the Rivertown area. Route 24 is also

the northernmost crosstown route serving
the City of Wyoming.

Route 8 provides service between Central
Station in downtown Grand Rapids,

the City of Wyoming, and the City of
Grandville. Route 8 is an average ridership
route. It currently has 15-minute peak
service from the Goodwill to downtown
Grand Rapids. Recommendation for
improving service for Route 8 include:

m Removing service from Grandville
Library and realigning service to
Ivanrest Ave to provide faster, more
reliable service and serve a new high
growth corridor.

m Shortening the alignment in
RiverTown Crossings to terminate at
Meijer, creating a transfer hub with
Routes 28 and 44.

Route 24 provides east-west crosstown
service between Woodland Mall and the
Visser Family YMCA in Grandville. Route
24 is one of the lower performing routes.
Several recommendations are made to
reduce route duplication and improve
ridership potential by adding a major
destination to the route, including:

m Shortening the route within Woodland
Mall onto Mall Service Drive to provide
faster, more reliable service.

m Extending the alignment in RiverTown
Crossings to terminate at Meijer,
creating a transfer hub with Routes 8
and 44. Service would be on Ivanrest
Avenue SW between Chicago Drive
SW and RiverTown Crossings, which
will serve some new apartment
complexes.

m Realigning the route between
Cleveland Avenue SW and Burton
Street SW and Byron Center Avenue
SW and 44th Street SW to operate
on the same alignment as the existing
Route 16 terminating at the high
ridership stops in Metro Health:
University of Michigan Health Hospital.

m Removing service from the low
ridership industrial areas along Porter
Street SW and Chicago Drive SW.
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Panhandle/
Crosstown Routes

The panhandle is currently served by
Routes 1,10, and 16 while Routes 28 and 44
are crosstown routes.

Route 1travels between Central Station

in downtown Grand Rapids and the

Meijer located in the City of Wyoming via
Division Avenue S. Route 1is among the
highest ridership routes in the system but
also has the worst on-time performance.
Recommendations are intended to improve
on-time performance, provide more
complementary service with the Silver Line,
and extend to serve new high demand
destination. Recommendations include:

m Extend service west along Gezon
Parkway SW to Metro Health:
University of Michigan Health
Hospital. Gezon Parkway SW has
been identified as a key high growth
area, and this change would add
service to the area. It would also
directly connect southeast Grand
Rapids residents directly to more
retail opportunities (Target, Walmart,
and Meijer) and employment
opportunities.
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m Eliminate loop around 68th Street SW
to the Clyde Park Avenue SW Meijer.
All areas of this loop would continue
to be served by the Silver Line or
Route 10.

m Expand Sunday service span to operate
from 6 am. to 10 p.m.

m Continue operating service every
30-minutes all-day on Saturday and
Sunday.

Route 10 provides direct service between
Central Station in downtown Grand Rapids
and the Meijer located at the intersection
of Clyde Park Avenue SW and 54th Street
SW. Route 10 currently combines with
Route 16 to provide all-day 15-minute
service on Clyde Park Avenue SW and
Grandville Ave SW between Central Station
and Burton Street SW. Recommendations
are designed to expand this high frequency
service and extend the route to additional
high ridership locations, including:

m Extend Route 10 to serve the 54th
Street SW, Division Avenue S, 68th
Street SW, and Clyde Park Avenue SW
loop currently operated by Route 1.

m Remove deviation into 54th Street
SW Meijer, improving travel times and
reliability. The stop would still be within
Y4 mile walking distance from Route 10
and be directly served by Route 1.

m Extend service west along Gezon
Parkway SW to Metro Health:
University of Michigan Health Hospital.
Gezon Parkway SW has been identified
as a key high growth area, this change
would add service to the area and
improve the quality of service to Metro
Health: University of Michigan Health
Hospital.

m Expand Sunday service span to operate
from 6 am. to 10 p.m.

m Continue operating service every
30-minutes all-day on Saturday and
Sunday.

Route 16 provides service between Central
Station in downtown Grand Rapids and
Metro Health: University of Michigan Health
Hospital in Wyoming. Route 16 currently
combines with Route 10 to provide all-day
15-minute service on Clyde Park Avenue SW
and Grandville Avenue SW between Central
Station and Burton Street SW.

Possible Route 16 scenarios involving
consolidating or eliminating Route 16
services, including the following options:

m Shortening the route to serve
Rivertown Crossing at 44th Street,
which the travel demand analysis
identified as a major destination. A
restructured Route 1 would continue
to serve Metro Health: University of
Michigan Health Hospital. Passengers
on Bryon Center Avenue between 44th
Street SW and Gezon Parkway would
no longer have service.

m Route 16 would be removed from
service and partially replaced by Route
10 and Route 24. The alignment of
Route 16 between Burton Street SW
and 44th Street SW would continue to
be served by Route 24, operating every
30 minutes all-day. Only the segment
of Byron Center Avenue SW between
44th Street SW and 56th Street SW
would no longer have service.
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Route 28 is the highest ridership crosstown
route in the system. Multiple changes are
suggested to expand service to new high
ridership locations and provide greater
flexibility for scheduling. Route 28 would be
split into two separate routes, Route 28W
and Route 28E, with both routes sharing
the Woodland Mall Hub. Route 28W would
operate to the west of the Woodland

Mall and Route 28E would operate to the
east. This split allows the two routes to
operate with different frequencies based
on difference in demand for transit along
the two alignments and more importantly
shortens the route, which improves
reliability. Recommendations include:

m Route 28W: Extend service from the
Grandville Library to the Visser Family
YMCA.

m Route 28W: Operating 15-minute
service from 6 am. to 6 p.m. along the
entire route length.

Route 44 would be largely unchanged in all
3 scenarios. In accordance with the Land
Use Plan, the City should also proactively
encourage density that would support the
transit system through transit-oriented
development, as well as provide ridership
data to The Rapid to ensure transit services
are equitably distributed throughout the
City. This includes ensuring transit routes
reach neighborhood commercial centers,
larger employment areas, and emerging
development growth areas. Transit-oriented
development should also be promoted
within neighborhood commercial centers
as they develop. This will encourage and
expand access, connectivity, and use of the
transit system throughout the City.
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Sustainability
Sustainable Development
through TOD

Transit-Oriented Development is a pattern of development that is
compact, pedestrian-oriented, and dense, with a rich mix of uses
located near transit stations. TOD developments are sustainable
for a number of reasons. This form of development reduces the
reliance on personal vehicles, promotes walking, and provides
bike parking for cyclists, encouraging environmentally friendly
transportation modes that reduce the City’s carbon footprint. It
also creates public spaces for social interaction, supports a variety
of uses such as retail and services, provides a mix of housing
choices, decreases parking needs, and supports energy and water

efficiency.
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Transit-Oriented
Development

Encourage and expand Transit-Oriented
Development (TOD) opportunities
throughout the City.

Working together, The Rapid, Grand
Rapids, Kentwood, and the City should
ensure last mile commutes to and from
Silver Line bus stations can be easily
completed by providing well connected
pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure.
This includes prioritizing bike paths, bike
racks, wide sidewalks, and traffic calming
measures around bus stops. This should
be done in conjunction with the findings
of the ongoing Division Avenue S study,
referred to as Division United, that will
identify strategies to spur economic
development along the Silver Line route.
In addition to Division Avenue S, Site 36
and the 36th Street Corridor should also
be explored for TOD strategies and high
connectivity improvements for pedestrians
and bicyclists. Further, the addition of
sidewalks within industrial areas will
accommodate employees wishing to take
walks on breaks and encourage alternative
transportation modes for commuting.

The Silver Line

The Silver Line is Michigan’s first BRT route,
a 9.6-mile system stretching north-south
along the Division Avenue S corridor that
connects Kentwood, Grand Rapids, and
Wyoming. Initiated in 2014, the Silver Line
runs into the core of Grand Rapids where
about two billion dollars were invested
into the City’s Medical Mile. The Division
Avenue S corridor at the southern end of
the line has the highest total population,
greatest density, and most transit-
dependent residents compared with
other areas along the Silver Line, offering
significant development opportunities.
The Rapid received a $696,000 grant from
the Federal Transit Administration (FTA)

as part of a new $945,000 effort to plan
for development along the Silver Line,
focusing on the Division Avenue S corridor
from Wealthy Street SE to 60th Street

SE. The FTA grant, combined with a new
$174,000 grant from MDOT and $25,000 in
grants from each Grand Rapids, Kentwood,
and Wyoming, is funding a $945,000

study that will identify strategies to spur
economic development along the Silver
Line route.
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Key Corridor
and Gateway
Enhancements

Incorporate aesthetic enhancements
along key corridors and at high visibility
gateways.

Corridors and gateways should be
prioritized for aesthetic enhancements
that include streetscape enhancements,
public art, and pedestrian comfort and
safety improvements. These high visibility
corridors can have a significant impact

on how the Wyoming community is
perceived. Previous gateway improvements
were completed at 28th Street SW and
US-131, including the painted “Welcome to
Wyoming” mural on the railroad overpass
at the Division Avenue S intersection. The
City also installed decorative street lighting
between Division S and Burlingame SW
avenues and through the city center to the
west of US-131. Such improvements should
be expanded both within the corridor and
in other corridors to strengthen identity
and community pride.

28th Street

The 28th Street Corridor has been
recognized as Wyoming’s main street,
with plans to create the community’s city
center in between Burlingame Avenue
SW and Clyde Park Avenue SW. As 28th
Street is an MDOT Trunkline Highway
(M), jurisdiction over the right-of-way is
not within the City’s control. As such, the
City should work with MDOT to create
high quality design alternatives that both
accommodate multiple transportation
modes and support the desired aesthetics.
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Guidance for Trunkline
Main Streets

MDOT has recently issued Guidance
for Trunkline Main Streets, a summary
guide for community leaders and staff
to understand the key expectations,
requirements, and shared responsibilities
for main street projects, including when
and how to engage MDOT staff in the
planning process.

The City should utilize this guide when
pursuing corridor improvements that focus
on the following community goals:

® Incorporate aesthetic enhancements
along key corridors and high visibility
gateways. Gateway intersections were
repeatedly identified in community
discussion as part of Master Plan
process. Corridors and gateways
should be prioritized for aesthetic
upgrades that include streetscape
enhancements, signage, public art,
and pedestrian comfort and safety.
The development of corridor specific
sub-area plans should be explored to
define corridor themes and identify
implementation strategies, as well as
potential amendments to the City’s
landscape ordinance. To fund these
projects and guide implementation
the City should also consider
the establishment of Corridor
Improvement Authorities.
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® Incorporate stormwater management
practices into transportation
system projects. The City
should coordinate streetscape
improvements, including landscaping
and stormwater management, with
transportation infrastructure projects
to increase efficiency while reducing
maintenance costs. The addition of
new parks and the enhancement
of existing parks should also allow
for more natural drainage areas and
green infrastructure stormwater
management techniques. Target areas
for flood mitigation include Ideal
Park and 54th Street SW and Clay
Avenue SW. Additional discussion of
stormwater management is included
in Chapter 4: Community Facilities
and Infrastructure.

28th Street
SW Corridor
Walkability/Safety

Additional walkability/safety solutions that
can be incorporated on the 28th Street
SW corridor include reduced crosswalk
distances, new crosswalk locations, and
additional advanced signage for pedestrian
crossings. Curb extensions, or “bulb

outs,” are another method that can be
implemented. These extend the sidewalk
or curb line into the street, reducing the
street width, which in turn reduces the
pedestrian crossing distance. This method
improves the site distance between driver
and pedestrians as well.

Streetscape elements that can be
incorporated to improve walkability along
the 28th Street SW corridor include:

m Street furnishings (furniture, benches,
bike racks, trash receptacles, flower
baskets)

® Banners and decorations
m Outdoor seating for restaurants
m Planting strips

m Sidewalk treatments (brick pavers,
colored/textured design)

m Signage wayfinding

m Street lighting (decorative or
pedestrian scale)

m Street trees

® Transportation artwork

28th Street SW currently has sidewalks
along most of the north and south side of
the corridor. This does not include west
of Byron Center Avenue, which has a few
locations with sidewalks along driveways
on the north side of 28th Street SW,

and no sidewalk on the south side. The
addition of sidewalks along this extent
would expand the sidewalk network to the
City limits. There is currently no sidewalk
along the Rogers Plaza Town Center
parking lot. Adding a sidewalk across this
stretch would connect the sidewalks that
exists on either side of the parking lot.
The south side of 28th Street SW from
Buchanan Avenue to Division Avenue has
fragmented sections of sidewalks, but
could by improved by closing the gaps.

There are a couple locations that would
benefit from additional crosswalks along
the 28th Street SW corridor. Adding
crosswalks at Wyoming Avenue, Meyer
Avenue, and Hook Avenue/28 W Place
would reduce crosswalk locations to no
further than half a mile apart along the
corridor. The addition of a crosswalk at
Riley Avenue would provide a convenient
crossing between Kingston Park and the
Rogers Plaza Town Center.
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Coordinate
Non-Motorized
System
Enhancements
with
Development

As the City develops neighborhood
commercial centers, ensure they are
accessible by alternative modes of
transportation.

Neighborhood commercial centers in
traditional residential neighborhoods
should support a pedestrian-oriented
environment that include amenities such
as wide sidewalks and street furniture. Bike
access via bike paths and bike racks should
also be provided.
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Road Diets

To create such environments, “road diets”
may be necessary where road capacities
allow (AADT should not exceed 17,500
vehicles per day). Road diets are often
seen as a key element of improving a
street or corridor segment to help meet
complete streets tenets if certain basic
traffic volume characteristics are met. They
are also seen as a cost-efficient way to
provide additional bike facilities by making
better use of a street’s current cross
section.

Burton Street SW from Cleveland Avenue
SW to Godfrey Avenue SW currently has
two travel lanes in each direction and
could be improved with a road diet. The
AADT in this segment is 16,363 vehicles
per day. With commercial businesses on
either side of the road and a surrounding
residential area, a road diet at this location
would improve pedestrian and bike
traffic. For example, street width currently
dedicated to one travel lane could be
repurposed for wider sidewalks or bike
lanes, while leaving sufficient right-of-way
width for a travel lane in each direction
and a center turn lane.

For more information on the benefits of a
road diet for pedestrian/bike traffic, refer
to the 2016 Wyoming Bikeways Plan.

Multimodal Access
to Neighborhood
Commercial Centers

Good design can take infrastructure
projects beyond providing mere utility.
Streets are the most fundamental shared
public spaces, and for most of the last
century, they have been primarily utilized
as zones for cars, parking, and transporting
goods. How places are experienced is
often viewed through the lens of the
public realm and by what community
members see, share, and use every day.
Design within this public realm should aim
to achieve both aesthetic and practical
goals and provide an opportunity to
communicate the unique aspects of a
place. A good street is a public place, one
that can be visually appealing as well as
functional and sustainable.
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As outlined in the previous non-motorized
and transit sections of this chapter, a
more multi-modal transportation system
will require thoughtful design in the
street rights-of-way to accommodate

the necessary pedestrian and bicycle
infrastructure along with transit-oriented
design. Additionally, consideration should
be given to how the infrastructure

is designed as a part of the overall
stormwater management system for

the community, helping to balance
environmental and economic sustainability
goals. There are many examples of
communities that have incorporated
green infrastructure design utilizing
natural systems to filter and manage
stormwater runoff as an alternative to
gray infrastructure, or human-constructed
infrastructure that involves concrete and
steel. These designs can both contribute
positively to the aesthetics of the street
and save construction costs.
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Transit System

During the community and stakeholder engagement events many noted
that a transit route linking Metro Health campus to Rivertown Mall is
desirable. This would improve service in the panhandle and provide
better access to jobs and amenities.
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Vision

In 2040, the City of Wyoming will continue to grow as a desirable community thanks in large
part to its verdant character and attractive green spaces. All residents will live within walking
distance to a public park, green space, public school property, or planned unit development
(PUD) park, which they can easily reach either by the City’s highly connected trail network,
bike paths, or tree-lined sidewalks. Wyoming’s parks, green space, and recreational facili-
ties will support healthy, active lifestyles in the community with ample opportunities for
exercising, playing sports, and relaxing. Access to the City’s unique natural areas will also be
enhanced, including areas along Buck Creek, Plaster Creek, and the Grand River.

Goal

Ensure the preservation of parks, open spaces, water resources, and natural areas while pursu-
ing opportunities to increase the City’s park supply and connectivity between facilities.
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Parks

Wyoming's parks and recreational facilities
are managed by the Community Services
Department. The City maintains 19 parks
that range between 1.8 to 94.0 acres,
along with two nature preserves (Buck
Creek Nature Preserve and George Tilma
Nature Preserve), and the Wyoming
Senior Center. Fourteen of the parks are
equipped with a playground, and the
majority provide athletic, including Gezon
Park Sports Complex, Lamar Park, and
Pinery Park. The Wyoming Senior Center
(WSC), located along DeHoop Avenue,

is available to adults 55 years and older
with opportunities for active engagement
in recreational, social, and volunteer
activities.

City of Wyoming
Recreation Plan

In 2012, the City updated its Recreation
Plan, which serves as a comprehensive plan
for the management and improvement
of the City’s public parks and facilities.
The plan includes an inventory of each
park’s existing condition and amenities
and assesses ADA compliance and
improvement needs. In 2017, residents

of Wyoming approved a flexible funding
initiative which gives the City permission
to spend funds collected under the
dedicated Library Maintenance millage for
dedicated park capital improvement.
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The Recreation Plan estimated a total of
$23 million to complete all proposed park
improvements, which the new funding
initiative has been helping work towards.
The City should continue to regularly
review and actively implement the
Recreation Plan, while adopting master
plans for individual parks to address their
specific needs.
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Improve Access
to Parkland

Continue to improve access to quality
parks and green space.

The City of Wyoming maintains a total

of 673 acres of public parkland and

natural areas, which play an essential

role in the City's environmental
stewardship, sustainability, and stormwater
management efforts. When combined
with Kent County parks (including Palmer
Park and Kaufman Golf Course), school
district recreational facilities, and private
parks and open space within PUDs,
Wyoming has a total of 1,210 acres of parks
and open space.
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Park Supply

The City of Wyoming has a population

of 75,124 people (2013-2017 American
Community Survey 5-year Estimates)

and provides a total of 16.1 acres of parks
and open space per 1,000 residents. This
supply reaches well above the National
Recreation Parks Association (NRPA)
standard of 10 acres per 1,000 residents,
which is in line with community members’
expressed satisfaction with the City’s parks
and recreation system.

With continued population growth,

the City should continue to evaluate
opportunities to expand its public parks
and open space inventory to maintain high
levels of service. As new parks are created,
the community should be actively engaged
during the development of park master
plans to integrate cultural aspects of the
surrounding neighborhoods they serve.
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Park Distribution

Together with park acreage, it is important
to examine the distribution of parks

to ensure all areas of the community

have equitable access to recreational
opportunities. The Parks, Open Space, and
Environmental Features Map identifies
existing parks as well as opportunities

for new parks. Each public park managed
by the City was given a half mile service
area, which is typically recommended

for neighborhood parks, representing an
average walk time of 10 minutes between
a home and park. Per State of Michigan
standards, schools were also allocated a
service area. Wyoming’s existing public
parks are currently dispersed throughout
the community; however, underserved
portions of residential neighborhoods
exist.

Opportunities for new parks are
identified on the Parks, Open Space, and
Environmental Features Map, which would
address underserved neighborhoods,
adding to the total service area of
Wyoming's public parks system. Potential
parks include infill opportunities for new
parks along major corridors or pockets
parks on vacant or underutilized parcels
within established neighborhoods. In
addition to the identified potential
parks, opportunities for new public
spaces such as plazas or green space
should be identified along commercial
corridors in accordance with the Land
Use Plan to better serve the increasing
number residents living in mixed use and
multifamily developments.

Connect the
Park System

Ensure Wyoming’s parks system is
highly connected and accessible for all
residents.

Community members voiced a desire for
additional trail segments that would help
connect existing trail facilities and provide
a more cohesive trail network to access
existing parks. The City should continue
to expand its trail network and bike path
connections to create a comprehensive
system that allows residents from any
neighborhood to easily access parks

by foot or bike. This includes further
implementing the Wyoming Bikeways Plan
as well as seeking additional trail expansion
opportunities, particularly along east-west
routes. For additional discussion of trails,
see Chapter 5: Transportation.
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Equity and Inclusivity
Ensuring Park Access Across
All Neighborhoods

Parks and open space have proven to have significant health
benefits, including mental health and stress reduction, as well
as improving quality of place. The importance of park space

has become even more pronounced with the onset of COVID-
19, providing outdoor spaces for refuge, mental relaxation, and
recreation at a safe social distance. As Wyoming continues to
grow, the City should work towards ensuring all residents are
within convenient walking distance to a park by developing new
park facilities in underserved areas. Access to parks across the
system can also be improved by expanding the trail network and
connecting facilities in different neighborhoods.

Sustainability
Environmental Sustainability
through the Parks System

In addition to providing recreational opportunities for the
community, parks and open space support ecological functions
and biodiversity within the urban context. They are vital for
preserving natural areas for wildlife and protecting water and air
quality in Wyoming. At the same time, parks and open space serve
as natural systems for stormwater management, reducing runoff
volumes and therefore capacity impacts on man-made stormwater
infrastructure. Parks and open space should continue to be
maintained and expanded to ensure environmental sustainability
and effective stormwater management for the long term.
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Preserve
Green Space

Prioritize the preservation of green space
and natural areas as growth occurs,
particularly where improved access to
parks is needed.

Natural environments, such as wooded
areas and creek corridors, have significant
community benefits, including increased
air quality, beautification, and stormwater
management. It is essential that as
development and redevelopment occur,
quality green space and natural areas are
preserved. To achieve this, the City should
consider the following strategies:
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Nature Preserves

The City should ensure its established
natural areas continue to be protected
while seeking opportunities for new
preservation areas. In implementing the
Recreation Plan, opportunities to further
enhance the Buck Creek Nature Preserve
and George Tilma Nature Preserve should
be explored. For example, while the Buck
Creek Nature Trail boardwalk was removed
in 2014 due to flood damage and was not
reconstructed because of its uninsurable
nature located within the floodplain, other
amenities and design elements should

be integrated to transform the nature
preserve into an activated recreational
space. The entrance to George Tilma
Nature Preserve should also be enhanced
to better indicate its location and to
provide amenities for visitors.

Golf Course
Redevelopment

Due to their prime location and size, the
Pines Golf Course and Maple Hill Golf
Course present long-term opportunities
for redevelopment. If redeveloped, a
portion of these green spaces should be
preserved for public parks and open space.
This would help fill in gaps in park service
areas for existing and future residential
areas surrounding the two golf courses.
Located next to the George P Tilma
Nature Preserve, if redeveloped, a portion
of the Pines Golf Course area should be
used to establish an enhanced southern
connection into the nature preserve, which
is identified as a need in the Recreation
Plan. This could include a small park with
parking, pathways, and a visitor area.

If redevelopment of the golf courses were
to occur, it would create the opportunity
to construct new recreation facilities to
better serve residents in the southern

half of Wyoming. This would address the
community desire highlighted during the
master plan’s community engagement
process for a sports complex or recreation
center. The City would first need to
evaluate the need and feasibility of
establishing the facility.

Save the Trees

Protect and expand the City’s tree canopy.

A tree canopy provides numerous
advantages for a community, including
increasing its attractiveness, cleaning

the air, and cooling urban heat islands.

A more complete tree canopy may

also increase property values due to

its direct positive effect on improving
neighborhood character and desirability.
Future development, however, is a threat
to the City’s existing tree canopy, which
currently stands at 13.5 percent. As the
City continues to expand, the City should
consider the following strategies to
preserve and grow its tree canopy:

Shift in Perspective

Community members indicated the need
for a shift in how trees are viewed, such

as being considered part of infrastructure
with practical benefits rather than just
existing greenery. The City should work
with the Wyoming Tree Commission
(referred to locally as “The Tree Amigos”)
to educate the community on the benefits
of trees, including crime reduction, mental
health, and stormwater management. The
Commission should also continue to be
supported in pursuing the City’s annual
designation as a Tree City USA community
by the Arbor Day Foundation.
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Public-Private
Coordination

The City should work with private
developers and property owners to
ensure new development preserves

the existing tree canopy when possible.
The Zoning Code currently does not
require developers to plant trees in

new subdivisions, rather stating it is
encouraged. In comparison, the City of
Grandville requires at least one shade tree
per lot (no closer than 50 feet from trunk
to trunk) in new subdivisions, while the
City of Kentwood requires one canopy
for every 40 linear feet of frontage in

its commercial/office, industrial, open
space, and most of its residential districts.
Kentwood also requires one canopy tree
for every 80 feet of lot fronting along a
public or private street in all residential
projects. The City should strengthen

its tree preservation and planting
requirements by establishing specific
metrics (Wyoming Code of Ordinances,
Chapter 82, Article Il and Chapter 74,
Article Il). The City’s Form Based Code
currently has detailed standards for tree
plantings within its districts, which should
be strictly enforced.
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Beautification
Through Trees

The City should seek opportunities

to plant new trees throughout the
community, particularly within older
residential neighborhoods and along
commercial corridors to improve their
image and character. Working with The
Tree Amigos, a survey of the City’s existing
tree canopy should be performed to
identify gaps in tree coverage, which
would then be targeted for new plantings.
Within walkable, mixed use-areas, trees
should be integrated into the right-of-
way, enhanced with decorative tree grates
where possible. All tree plantings should be
strategically placed to prevent interference
with City utilities.
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City of
Grand Rapids

Parks and Recreation

The Wyoming Community Services Department's Parks and Recreation Office manages
the City’s parks and recreational facilities, including 19 parks, two nature preserves, and
the Wyoming Senior Center. The City’s parks provide a variety of passive and active
recreational opportunities for residents and visitors, supporting an active and healthy
community. Wyoming's total of 673.8 acres of maintained parkland and natural areas
also play an essential role in the City's environmental stewardship, sustainability, and
stormwater management efforts. Opportunities for potential parks, including new facilities
and infill pocket parks, are identified in the following map to help expand the City's park
service areas to cover currently underserved neighborhoods.

J

Clyde Park A

@ Potential Park Existing and Proposed Residential
Bl Sisting Parks and Mixed Use Area
B Golf Course Privately Owned Facility

School and Existing Park 0.5 Mile
Service Area Buffer

Michael Ave SW

Nature Preserve 36Th St sw

[ Public School with Park Facility
I Open Space

I.iéTh St SE

City of
Grandyille

— Existing Trails and Bike Route

«++ Proposed Trails and Bike Routes

Existing Park and School Facilities Key

Division Ave
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1. Kimble Park & Stadium 25. Buck Nature Preserve @ —
2. Margquette Park 26. Oriole Park School
3. Millennium Park 27. Oriole Park / il \
4. Indian Mounds 28. 40th Street Park Vi / n—
5. Battjes Park 29. Palmer Park Field :
6. Lamar Park 30. Linus C Palmer Park & Golf Course .:
7. Parkview Elementary 31. Kellog Early Childhood Learning g
8. Lee Middle and High School 32. West Kellog Elementary
9. Godfrey-Lee Early Childhood Center 33. Kelloggville Park / -------
10. Godfrey Elementary 34. 54th Street Academy o) City of
11. Pinery Park 35. Ideal Park 9 : ~ Kentwood
12. Kingston Park* 36. Frog Hollow Park * H
13. Hillcroft Park 37. Gezon Park ‘2 3 _____
14. Roger Lake Head Start 38. The Pines Golf Course :; E Padaiie’ s E 4
15. Wyoming High School 39. George P Tilma Nature Preserve g ‘
16. Prairie Park 40. Ferrand Park b ‘? / .
17. Gladiola Elementary 41A. Bayberry Farms Park* v 4 :.
18. Jackson Park 41B. Bayberry Farms Park* A
19. Anchor Point Christian School 42. Maple Hill Golf Course 8 E 5
20. Southlawn Park 43. Grand View Elementary :: 0 ‘ 1 tee
21. Lions Park 44. Del Mar Community Park* . 8 )
22. West Elementary 45. Century Park Learning Center : V
23. Charles Lemery Park 1
*Note: These parks are privately owned '
24. Huntington Woods Head Start and are not included within the buffer
analysis. Byron
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IMPLEMENTATION

Implementation of Wyoming [re]lmagined
is crucial to realizing the community’s
aspirations fostering positive change

over the next 20 years. This process will
require the cooperation and dedicated
effort of City staff, public officials, partner
agencies, developers, the local businesses
community, property owners, and
residents. This chapter outlines the tools
and strategies needed to help drive the
implementation process.

72 ® Implementation

Active Use

Wyoming [re]lmagined is the official
policy guide for land use, growth, and
reinvestment as the City undergoes
future development and improvement.
It is important that the Plan is used on

a regular basis by City staff, boards, and
commissions when reviewing all proposals
for new development and planning-
related initiatives. This includes directing
agencies and service providers to use
the Plan as new facilities, infrastructure,
and programming are considered for
investment. The City’s City Council,
Planning Commission, and Zoning Board
of Appeals should also ensure future
regulatory actions or policy changes that
impact development are in line with the
Plan.

Understanding
the Plan

To ensure City staff, key stakeholders,
department heads, and newly elected
and appointed officials understand the
purpose and benefits of Wyoming [re]
Imagined, the City should host plan
orientations to introduce the Master Plan
and its core concepts. The City should
also work closely with the Planning
Commission, Zoning Board of Appeals,
and other boards and commission in the
day-to-day administration, interpretation,
and application of the Plan. Copies of the
Plan should be made available to publicly
download from the City’s website and as
hard copies at City Hall.

Collaboration
and Partnerships

Successful implementation of Wyoming
[re]llmagined will require a collaborative
effort between the City and its numerous
partner agencies and organizations.
These include local and regional agencies,
educational institutions, community
groups and organizations, the local
business community, and the private
sector—all of which have a strong
impact on Wyoming’s quality of life.

The City should take the lead in building
partnerships and instigating collaboration
when taking on projects recommended
by the Plan. Establishing strong
partnerships and maintaining open, clear
communication will help ensure a more
efficient implementation process.
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Partners in plan implementation include,
but are not limited to:

City of Grand Rapids
City of Grandville
City of Kentwood
City of Walker
Byron Township
Kent County

Metro Health - University of Michigan
Health

Wyoming Public Schools

Byron Center Public Schools
Grandville Public Schools
Kentwood Public Schools
Kelloggsville Public Schools
Godwin Heights Public Schools
Godfrey-Lee School District
Trinity-Unity Christian School
Kent District Library

Michigan Department of
Transportation

The Interurban Transit Partnership
Passenger Adaptive Suburban Service
Grand Valley Metro Council

Grand Valley Regional Biosolids
Authority

Wyoming-Kentwood Chamber of
Commerce

Michigan State Housing Development
Authority

Inner City Christian Federation
Grace Christian University
Business Community

Major Employers

Private Property Owners and
Developers
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Maintain Public
Communication

Wyoming [re]lmagined was built on a
foundation of input, ideas, and feedback
gathered from residents, business owners,
and other key stakeholders during the
planning process. Outreach is essential

to educating the Wyoming community
about the relevance of planning and the
City’s role in defining its future. Building on
efforts completed through the planning
process, the City should work to convey
the major recommendations and overall

vision of the Plan to the entire community.

This can be done through regular updates,

coverage of major milestones and projects,

and by providing further opportunities
for residents to voice their opinions.

In addition, the City should provide,
easy-to-understand and graphically
attractive pamphlets that simplify and
explain typical civic processes. This could
include informational materials that
provide guidance on applying for zoning,
building, subdivision, home expansion, or
other development-related permits and
approvals.
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Align with
Capital
Improvement
Program

It is important that the implementation of
Wyoming [re]lmagined is coordinated with
the City’s financial resources and capital
planning. This will help ensure future
capital investments successfully address
both short- and long-term objectives of
the Plan and are strategically budgeted and
prioritized. The City’s Capital Improvement
Program (CIP) is continually updated and
includes a three year implementation plan.
CIP projects include street, watermain,
storm sewer, and non-motorized trail
construction, as well as preventative
maintenance of infrastructure.

The City should review and integrate
Wyoming [re]lmagined into the capital
improvement process, including the City’s
annual budgeting process and during
updates to the CIP. This will help assess
funding needs and plan for potential
sources, ensuring completion of desired
improvements in a prioritized manner over
the life of the Plan.

Regular Updates

Wyoming [re]lmagined is not intended

to be a static document. The plan should
adjust and morph to the changing needs
and trends facing the City over time.

This will require regularly updating of

the Plan to ensure it remains relevant

to new issues and community interests.
Although a proposal to update the Plan
can be brought forth by petition at any
time, the City should regularly undertake a
systematic review of the Plan at least every
three to five years. Ideally, this review
should coincide with the preparation of
the City’s budget and Capital Improvement
Programs as well as the preparation of

an annual action agenda. This allows
recommendations or changes relating to
capital improvements or other programs
to be considered as part of the City’s
commitments for the upcoming fiscal year.
The City should also consider reviewing
the plan following the completion of
major projects or after significant events
that may directly impact the community.
Further, throughout the year, the

City should maintain a list of possible
amendments or issues to be considered
for change, addition, or deletion from the
Plan.

Potential
Funding Sources

The following is a description of potential
funding mechanisms and sources currently
available to the City and its partners for
Plan implementation. As the funding
sources are subject to change over time,
it is important to continue to research
and monitor grants, funding agencies, and
programs to identify new opportunities as
they become available.

Business Improvement
District (BID)/Principal
Shopping District (PSD)
As a result of Michigan Public Act 120

of 1961, municipalities in Michigan can
create BIDS or PSDs , which focus on

the development or redevelopment of
principal shopping and business districts.
BIDs are authorized to collect revenues,
levy special assessments, and issue bonds
to fund the BID’s/PSD’s maintenance,
security, and operations. A provision of
the act allows property owners of parcels
within the zone plan to form Business
Improvement Zones (BIZs), which permits
levying special assessments to fund
projects and initiatives outlined in the
zone plan for 10 years.
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General Economic
Development
Funding Sources

Tax Increment
Financing (TIF)

The purpose of TIF funding is to
incentivize and attract desired
development within key commercial
areas. TIF dollars can typically be used
for infrastructure, streetscaping, public
improvements, land assemblage, and
offsetting the cost of development.

It can also be used for brownfield
redevelopment, water resource
improvement, economic growth, and
promoting residential growth through
different State of Michigan TIF statutes.
Michigan municipalities are granted the
power by state to create TIF districts and
their respective authorities.

TIF utilizes future property tax revenues
generated within a designated area

or district, to pay for improvements

and further incentivize continued
reinvestment. As the Equalized Assessed
Value (EAV) of properties within a TIF
District increases, the incremental growth
in property tax over the base year that the
TIF was established, is reinvested into that
area. The revenue generated may be used
to pay for development projects in the
districts or used to secure bond issues for
large public expenses. Over the life of a TIF
district, existing taxing bodies receive the
same level of tax revenue as in the base
year. The City currently leverages TIFs to
fund brownfield redevelopment.

Downtown Development
Authority (DDA)

Enacted by Michigan Public Act 57 of
2018, DDAs may be established by a
municipality to promote development
with its downtown district. DDAs provide
various funding options, including TIFs,
that can be used to finance downtown
public improvement and grants the
authority the ability to levy a limited
millage to address administrative costs.
Other financing options include special
assessments, revenue bonds, revenues
from properties owned or leased by the
DDA, public donations and grants, and
contributions from the local government.
Once created, a DDA is required to a
development plan and may create a TIF
plan to submit to the local government for
approval.

Wyoming currently has one DDA that
extends roughly from Clyde Park Avenue
SW to Byron Center Avenue SW along the
28th Street Corridor. The DDA supports
businesses within Wyoming's city center
to uphold the area as a shopping and
dining destination for the City and region.
Most recently, the DDA was charged

with implementing 28 West, a long-

term vision to transform 28th Street SW
into a pedestrian-friendly, thriving, and
sustainable mixed use city center.
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Case Study
Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG

The Community Development Block Grant program, funded

by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development,

is administered by the Michigan Strategic Fund (MSF) through

the Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC). The
program is used to assist municipalities in economic development,
community development, and housing projects. This includes
assisting small businesses in creating and retaining jobs by
establishing an economic development strategy to support

locally owned and operated businesses. The grant is also used

to improve infrastructure and sense of place within downtowns.
CDBG require matching funds by either the benefiting business or
the municipality. Each year, Michigan receives approximately $30
million in federal CDBG funds, supporting projects throughout the
state via several grant programs.

CDBG

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT
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Corridor Improvement
Authority (CIA)

Established by Michigan Public Act 57 of
2018 like DDAs, ClAs are designed to help
communities fund commercial corridor
improvements outside their primary
downtown or commercial area. Specifically,
they allow TIFs to be used for commercial
and economic growth within its district.
Michigan municipalities have the power

to establish ClAs, and may appoint a
director, create a TIF plan, levy special
assessments, and issue revenue bonds. A
CIA may contain multiple municipalities
and more than one CIA is permitted within
a municipality. The potential of forming

a BID or CIA to support transit-oriented
development along Division Avenue
building off the Silver Line, as well as along
other major corridors, should be evaluated
moving forward.

Community Development
Financial Institutions Fund

The Community Development Financial
Institutions (CDFI) Fund allocates New
Market Tax Credits to Community
Development Entities (CDEs) to

attract private investment to low-
income communities. The CDFI Fund is
administered by the U.S. Department
of Treasury. Investments made by CDEs
may be for the purposes of residential,
commercial, industrial, and retail real estate
development projects

Public Spaces Community
Places (PSCP)

Public Spaces Community Places is a grant
match program administered by MEDC
that utilizes donation-based crowdfunding
to generate public interest and raise
funding to revitalize or create public
spaces. By utilizing web-based donations,
projects are accessible to anyone willing
to make a donation in real time. This
crowdfunding model engages the public
as each person plays a part in achieving
community improvements and instills
community pride as residents become
invested in their surroundings.
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Incentives

The following is a list of incentives and
related programs which can be used

to encourage investment in the City
from the private sector. While sharing
the same goal as those funding sources
previously identified, incentives provide
a means to support projects that further
the vision of Wyoming [re]lmagined in
collaboration with businesses, investors,
property owners, and other community
stakeholders.

Facade Improvement
Grants

Facade Improvement Programs provide
funding for commercial and mixed

use building facade rehabilitation and
reconstruction. The goal of these programs
is to reduce the deterioration of traditional
downtowns, assuming that exterior
improvements will stimulate additional
investment in the area and attract
additional customers.

Signature Building
Acquisition Grants

The Signature Building Acquisition

Program, offered by MEDC, funds the
acquisition and rehabilitation of vacant
and underutilized buildings in downtown
districts. Municipalities may also contribute
funding to acquisition, allowing developers
to lower overall project costs. It is
expected that the developer will spend at
least the amount of the acquisition cost to
improve the building’s interior.

Payment In Lieu
of Taxes (PILOT)

Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) allows the
City to reduce the property tax burden

of a desired business for a predetermined
period. In this instance, a local taxing body
and a property owner will agree to the
annual payment of a set fee in place of
the property taxes. Payments are typically
made in the form of a fixed sum, but they
may also be paid as a percentage of the
income generated by a property.

In addition, PILOT can also be a means
of reducing the fiscal impact on the City
of a nonprofit, institutional use, or other
non-taxpaying entity locating to a key
site. While such uses can be desirable

as activity generators, they can also
negatively impact municipal services.
Provisions can be made to offset that
negative impact by allowing the City to
be compensated for at least a portion
of the revenue that would otherwise be
collected in the form of property tax.

Wyoming has used PILOTs in two
instances in the past: the HOM Flats
affordable housing project on 28th Street
and The Union Suites senior housing
redevelopment at Michael Avenue and
36th Street.
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Tax Exemptions

There are a number of exemptions allowed
by the Michigan Department of the
Treasury to assist businesses in the state
wishing to improve their physical assets.
Examples include New Personal Property
Exemptions (affords a 100 percent property
tax exemption for specific businesses
located within eligible distressed
communities) or Industrial Facilities
Exemptions (provides a tax incentive to
manufacturers to enable renovation and
expansion of aging facilities, assist in the
building of new facilities, and to promote
the establishment of high tech facilities).
The City should review and consider
exemptions that may be applicable as

part of development opportunities in
Wyoming.

Economic Development
Planning Grants

Under the Planning and Local Technical
Assistance program, the Economic
Development Administration (EDA)
assists states, counties, municipalities,
and educational institutions in drafting
economic development plans. The plans
should be regional in scope, targeted

to guide the economic development
efforts of a community or region. The
EDA also supports Partnership Planning
investments that fund the development,
implementation, revision, or replacement
of Comprehensive Economic Development
Strategies (CEDS), which describe and
prioritize regional strategic economic
goals.
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Transportation and
Infrastructure

Fixing American’s Surface
Transportation (FAST) Act

The FAST Act, a five-year transportation
reauthorization bill, was established in
December 2015 as a replacement for the
Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st
Century (MAP-21) Act. The FAST Act,
which is implemented and administered
by the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA), aims to improve infrastructure,
provide long-term certainty and increased

flexibility for states and local governments,

streamline project approval processes,
and encourage innovation to make the
surface transportation system safer and
more efficient. It authorizes $305 billion
through 2020 for highways, vehicle

safety, motor carrier safety, rail, public
transportation, hazardous materials safety,
and technology, research, and statistics
programs.

As FAST Act is set to expire in September
2020, the Investing in a New Vision for the
Environment and Surface Transportation
in America (INVEST in America) Act is
currently undergoing the approval process
as its replacement. Moving forward,

the City should stay up to date on the
development of the new act to use as a
potential funding source in the future.

Safe Routes to
School (SRTS)

The Safe Routes to School program

has provided funding through the U.S.
Department of Transportation for various
infrastructure-related projects including
the planning, design, and construction

of infrastructure-related projects that
will substantially improve the ability of
students to walk and bike to school,
including:

m Sidewalk improvements

m Traffic calming and speed reduction
improvements

m Pedestrian and bicycle crossing
improvements

m On-street bicycle facilities

m Off-street bicycle and pedestrian
facilities

m Secure bicycle parking facilities

m Traffic diversion improvements in the
vicinity of schools

Congestion Mitigation
and Air Quality
Improvement
Program (CMAQ)

Administered by the FHWA, the CMAQ
program focuses on projects that provide
solutions to regional congestion and air
quality problems. Eligible project types
have included transit improvements,
commuter parking lots, traffic flow
improvements, bicycle/pedestrian projects
and projects that result in emissions
reductions. In the past, these projects have
been federally funded at 80 percent of
project costs.

Michigan Department

of Transportation
Category A

The Michigan Department of
Transportation (MDOT), under the mission
of maintaining the state’s transportation
network, administers the Economic
Development Fund — Category A, designed
to promote increased economic potential
and improve the quality of life through
support of job creation and retention in
Michigan. County road commissions and
municipal street agencies can receive up
to 80 percent of costs for transportation
projects that will lead to private sector
job creation. The project must be related
to agriculture or food processing, tourism,
forestry, high technology research,
manufacturing, mining, or office centers of
50,000 square feet or more.
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Parks, Trails and
Open Spaces

The Michigan Department of Natural
Resources (MDNR) administers a variety
of grant programs to help municipalities
and other local agencies provide public
outdoor recreational areas and facilities.
The following are specific grant programs
which the City could utilize to implement
parks, trails, and open space related
recommendations of Wyoming [re]
Imagined. It should be noted that this

list does not include all grant programs
offered by MDNR, but only those deemed
most relevant.

Land and Water
Conservation Fund (LWCF)

Federal Land and Water Conservation
Fund grants are available to municipalities,
counties, and school districts to be used
for outdoor recreation projects. Projects
require a 50 percent match. All funded
projects are taken under perpetuity by the
National Park Service and must only be
used for outdoor recreational purposes.

Michigan Natural
Resources Trust
Fund (MNRTF)

The Michigan Natural Resources Trust
Fund provides funding for the purchase
of land for resource protection and
public outdoor recreation as well as the
development of outdoor recreation
facilities. Development projects can range
from $15,000 to $300,000 but there is no
limit to grants for land acquisition.

Recreation Passport
Grants (RPG)

Recreation Passport Grants are supported
by the sales of the state Recreation
Passport, which is required for entrance
into state parks, recreation areas,

and boating access sites. Grants are
available to local units of government

for development of public recreation
facilities. The program is primarily focused
on renovation and improvement to
existing parks; however, projects for the
development of new parks are eligible.

Recreational Trails
Program (RTPG)

The FHWA's Recreational Trails Program
provides funding for maintenance and
development of recreational trails and
related facilities. This program is an internal
process and local governments must
partner with a state division to receive
funding for a project.
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°
Implementing
the Land Use
Plan through

®
Zoning
It is essential the City’s Zoning Code
aligns with the Land Use Plan within
Wyoming [re]lmagined to ensure future
development occurs as the community
envisions. The Land Use Plan serves
as the formal policy guide for desired
development types and land uses, though
it is not a regulatory document or a legally
binding obligation of what must be done.
The Zoning Code, on the other hand,
includes the legally binding regulations
that dictate how properties can be used
and establishes the permitted character
of development in an effort to implement
the land use policy of the Master Plan.
The adoption of Wyoming [re]lmagined
and its Land Use Plan establishes this land
use policy for Wyoming. The Master Plan
should serve as a guide for updating of the
City’s zoning regulations, as well as other
decisions related to capital programming,
community facilities, neighborhood
planning, and more.
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Zoning Ordinance
Update

Adoption of Wyoming [re]lmagined
should be followed by an immediate
review and update of the City’s various
development controls, including the
zoning ordinance. The Land Use Plan,
including the Residential Areas Framework
and the Economic Development
Framework, outlines the desired type,
location, and character of future
development. It should be used to inform
zoning regulations regarding appropriate
uses, as well as building height, bulk,
orientation, and intensity standards.
Further, as Wyoming [re]lmagined is
updated to address changes in community
issues and priorities over time, the zoning
ordinance should also be revisited to
ensure it continues to work in unison with
the Land Use Plan.

Land Use and

Zoning Alignment

To establish an understanding of
anticipated steps necessary in amending
the City’s zoning regulations, and in
accordance with the Michigan Planning
Enabling Act; Act 33 of 2008, 125.3833 (2)
(d), the following graphic highlights areas
where Wyoming's current zoning conflicts
with future land uses proposed within
the Land Use Plan. The City should utilize
this analysis to help identify necessary
amendments to the Zoning Code to
ensure it works in concert with the policies
and vision of Wyoming [re]lmagined.

It should be noted that this represents
only a preliminary analysis of general uses
permitted within each zoning district.

A comprehensive, thorough analysis should
be undertaken before amending the City’s
zoning regulations and district boundaries,
including standards related to specific
permitted uses, bulk requirements, scale,
buffering, design, and other elements.

The maps to the right illustrate the existing
zoning district boundaries (bottom) and
proposed land uses within the Land Use
Plan (top). The map on the following page
illustrates locations where these two
elements do not align, identifying areas
where zoning amendments will be required
to support the desired types of residential,
commercial, or industrial development
described in Wyoming [re]lmagined.

Many of the areas highlighted for
misalignment consist of:

m |ndustrially zoned districts where
the designated future land use
is a Business Park and Master
Plan supports the expansion of
employment centers including office
and medical complexes.

m Residentially zoned properties at key
intersections where the establishment
or expansion of Neighborhood
Commercial Centers is encouraged.

m The redevelopment of underutilized
industrial sites such as Site 36 and
Kelvinator Site into mixed use
developments.

m The redevelopment of piecemeal
commercial properties into residential
properties to better concentrate
commercial activity in key areas.
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Land Use Plan. see page 21

Current Zoning, see page 17
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Land Use and
Zoning Alignment

The following map highlights areas where existing zoning districts do not
align with the proposed Land Use Plan. For example, a “Residential
Zoning Incompatibility” means the property is currently zoned for
residential but is proposed as a new land use in the Land Use Plan.

Residential Zoning
Incompatibility

M Commercial Zoning
Incompatibility
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Implementation
Action Matrix

The Implementation Action Matrix offers
a comprehensive list of all implementation
strategies, policies, and recommendations
contained within Wyoming [re]lmagined.
The matrix provides City staff with a tool
to prioritize implementation activities
and projects over the life of the plan. In
addition, the matrix allows the City to
approve specific, actionable items on

an annual basis and evaluate progress
based upon completed implementation
strategies. The Implementation Action
Matrix offers a brief description of each
project and indicates the following:
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Priority Level

Priority is assigned to each
recommendation of the Plan based

on cost, ease of implementation,

and importance. Each item in the
Implementation Action Matrix is indicated
as one of the following:

* Priority One: Near-term, critical
« Priority Two: Mid-term, essential

« Priority Three: Long-term, desirable

Ease of
Implementation

The ease of implementation is indicated by
a traditional grade scale from A to F, with

A being easiest to implement and F being
most difficult to implement. This category
is a collective indicator of the anticipated
level of effort by responsible parties,
estimated cost, budget opportunities, and
general stakeholder interest.

Potential Partnerships

Potential partnerships identifies
government bodies, civic organizations,
private entities, and other associations
which may be able to provide assistance
with the identified strategy through
coordination and cooperation.

Zoning and
Development
Regulations

Recommendations for revisions to
zoning and development regulation
amendments are highlighted in yellow in
the implementation matrix.
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Obijective

Recommended Action

Priority

Ease of
Implementation

Potential Partners

Seek opportunities to develop vacant or underutilized | Support the development of higher density housing, such as townhomes, duplexes, condominiums, and apartments, on vacant or utilized lots. 1 B Private Developers
L?)tf)::::rSgiiﬁi:::ﬁ:;?ﬁ;i; ?]ngn;t;lgfsgzr:?;;i;g Ensure higher density infill development complements the massing and scale of the surrounding neighborhood and utilize similar setbacks. 1 @ Private Developers
term growth within the region. Evaluate amending residential zoning districts, such as the R-1and R-2 districts, to allow for context sensitive higher density infill. 1 Zoning Board of Appeals, Planning Commission
Encourage multifamily development along Wyoming’s commercial corridors in strategic locations. 1 @ Private Developers
Concentrate commercial and mixed development in districts and at key intersections in accordance with the Land Use Plan. 1 @ Private Developers
Use multifamily development to revitalize weaker commercial areas between Commercial Corridor nodes identified in the Land Use Plan. 2 @ Private Developers
Encourage single-family attached and multifamily developments around neighborhood commercial centers. 2 B Private Developers
Ensure a range of housing products, including higher density residential types, are included in new housing projects within the Panhandle as it continues to develop. 2 B Private Developers
Consider large lot single-family detached properties along primary roadways or adjacent to commercial centers in the Panhandle for long term, high density redevelopment. 3 B Private Developers
Encourage opportunities to repurpose existing Consider promoting internal and detached ADUs as special uses within certain residential zoning districts. 2 B Private Developers
\S;irtuhci;ueriiaat‘;i‘:sgglr?gieéﬁgzrrﬁfgiji Tg%i:tiz Fz:l?\jersi fy Strategically locate senior housing in areas close to healthcare facilities, grocery and retail stores, public parks, open space, and public transit. 1 @ Private Developers
Wyoming's housing stock. Integrate senior housing into existing residential neighborhoods with proximity to commercial and entertainment options. 1 @ Private Developers
Consider permitting single-family detached conversions into duplexes, triplexes, or quadplexes. 2 A Private Developers
Consider allowing the development of tiny homes and similar small-footprint residential uses. 2 A Private Developers
Promote highly walkable mixed use districts and transit- | Leverage transit system investments as well as locations where mixed use already exists on a limited scale for future mixed use development. 1 A Private Developers
oriented housing development. Encourage vertical mixed use development with multifamily housing placed above ground-floor commercial uses. 1 B Private Developers
Ensure mixed use districts include public spaces such as small parks and plazas. 1 D Parks and Recreation Department
Prioritize pedestrian infrastructure and intersection improvements within mixed use districts. 1 D Public Works Department
Develop 28th Street SW into walkable, mixed use districts that foster a stronger community identity. 1 E Downtown Development Authority, Development Area
Citizens Advisory Council, Michigan Department of
Transportation (MDOT)
Encourage new mixed use development in the areas surrounding Silver Line stations. 1 B Private Developers
Consider existing residential properties between Site 36 and Division Avenue S for gradual redevelopment into a mixed use and multifamily district. 3 B Private Developers
Incorporate affordable housing near Site 36 as higher density housing is developed within the area. 1 @ Private Developers, Housing Commission
Adhere to the FBC when developing mixed use districts along 28th Street SW, Burton Street SW, and Division Avenue S. 1 B Zoning Board of Appeals, Planning Commission
Ensure affordable housing is supplied with the growth Proactively promote the creation of new affordable housing units within the City's housing stock. 1 B Private Developers, Housing Commission, Community
of new housing to provide options for all income levels. Development Committee
Implement affordable housing incentives and mechanisms, such as density bonuses, expedited processing, parking reductions, and tax abatement. Private Developers
Work with community or nonprofit landholding organizations to establish a Community Land Trust. 2 B Inner City Christian Federation
Support the formation of housing co-operatives. 1 A Private Developers, Property Owners
Consider adopting inclusionary zoning if affordable housing mechanisms are not as effective as desired. 2 B Zoning Board of Appeals, Planning Commission
Support the development of workforce housing near major employment centers or transit that provides easy access to jobs. 1 B Private Developers
Explore incentives to help enhance the image of Support property maintenance by promoting facade improvement and home repair incentives. 1 A Property Owners, Housing Board of Appeals
residential neighborhoods and upgrade aging homes. Educate residents on available grants, loans, and rebate programs from local, state, and federal agencies that would provide financial aid in home repairs and improvements. 2 A Property Owners, Michigan State Housing Development
Authority (MSHDA), U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD), Habitat for Humanity of Kent County,
Inner City Christian Federation
Continue to work with the Public Works Department to upgrade rights-of-way conditions where needed. 1 Public Works Department
Apply stricter and proactive code enforcement as opposed to passive resident complaint responses to improve conditions within neighborhoods showings signs of 1 Property Owners, Zoning Board of Appeals, Planning
disinvestment or lack of maintenance. Commission
Consider reducing the 35 feet rear setback requirement in the R-1 and R-2 residential zoning districts to accommodate home expansions. 2 A Zoning Board of Appeals, Planning Commission
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Obijective

Recommended Action

Priority

Ease of
Implementation

Potential Partners

Further define and reinforce existing concentrations of | Promote commercial and mixed use development that builds on existing clusters of commercial uses. 1 @ Private Developers
i to establish neighborh
commerqal deye!opment © establish neighborhood Pursue partnerships with non-profits to develop community resource and recreation centers within concentrated commercial areas. 2 @ Non-profits
nodes with a distinct sense of place.
Install streetscaping, plazas, and other public realm improvements in commercial centers while securing a funding mechanism for maintenance. 2 D Public Works Department
- Leverage the tight street grid of older residential areas to support pedestrian-oriented neighborhood commercial centers with attractive shopping, dining, and 1 D Private Developers
8 — | entertainment options.
®ETO
58 5 | Promote the placement of redeveloped buildings against the property line in traditional neighborhood commercial centers as well as large storefront windows and 1 @ Private Developers
25 E | outdoor seating areas.
2E5
= Z O | Support the redevelopment of single-family detached homes along highly trafficked commercial corridors into higher density residential uses. 3 Private Developers
Ensure neighborhood commercial centers within the Panhandle are highly accessible by cars, transit, bicyclists, and pedestrians. 1 The Rapid, MDOT, Public Works Department
B Ensure commercial properties adjacent to suburban neighborhood commercial centers are well connected internally with cross access, consolidated access ways, and 1 Private Developers
2 shared parking when possible.
o}
2 Provide sidewalks and paths in suburban neighborhood commercial centers that connect to adjacent residential neighborhoods. 1 @ Public Works Department
.20
2= Ensure buildings are designed to have 360 architecture in suburban neighborhood commercial centers that is attractive when viewed from adjacent roadways as well 1 Private Developers
cg as adjacent residential properties.
(9
o)
5 g Incorporate green space, landscaping, and public gathering spaces into suburban neighborhood commercial centers. 1 Public Works Department
=i : - A :
» O Encourage new neighborhood associations. 2 Local Business Community
Bolster the economic vitality of Wyoming's commercial | Explore short term strategies for activating underutilized or vacant commercial spaces, including food truck rallies, pop-up shops, farmers markets, and shared use plazas. 1 B Community Enrichment Commission, Economic
corridors by attracting uses to fill or reposition existing Development Corporation
vacancies and underutilized lots. I ) . .
Consider implementing a vacancy tax. 2 B Economic Development Corporation
Consider repurposing ailing commercial properties into multifamily development and institutional uses. 2 @ Private Developers
Encourage higher density housing at strategic infill locations along commercial corridors. 1 B Private Developers
Encourage commercial development and investment in strategic areas, such as key intersections, in accordance with the Land Use Plan. 1 @ Private Developers
Complement efforts to concentrate commercial activity at key intersections with investments in streetscaping and pedestrian infrastructure. 1 D Public Works Department
Enhance the image of the City’s commercial corridors Improve the aesthetic and economic function of Wyoming's commercial corridors through streetscape improvements. 1 D MDOT, Property Owners
and gateways by improving development standards ) ) ) . o . ) . . . o
P &9 Ys by Imp g P Revise landscaping standards to better align with peer communities and enhance the appearance of its corridors as redevelopment and reinvestment occurs. 1 B Zoning Board of Appeals, Planning Commission
or private development and making complementary
improvements to the streetscape and public realm. Redevelop underutilized parking lots with low usership over time into higher intensity uses. 3 @ Private Developers, Property Owners
Consider increasing the required parking lot landscape island density similar to adjacent communities as well as defining appropriate placement. 2 B Zoning Board of Appeals, Planning Commission
Screen parking lot areas from public rights-of-way with a combination of vegetation and low-profile fencing. 1 @ Property Owners
Use landscaping to soften parking edges and breakup paved areas. 1 @ Property Owners
Promote better onsite stormwater management and improve water quality through perimeter landscaping best management practices (BMPs). 1 @ Property Owners, Public Works Department
Establish tools or incentives to assist current property owners with enhancing existing commercial properties. 2 B Property Owners
Ensure the placement of new commercial development close to the sidewalk and locate parking to the rear of the building. 1 @ Private Developers
Ensure cross access is provided between commercial properties to improve internal circulation and reduce the need for excessive curb cuts. 1 @ Private Developers
Continue to leverage the FBC in evaluating and guiding new development within the 28th Street SW, Burton Street SW, and Division Avenue S corridors. 1 @ Private Developers
Evaluate the portions of Wyoming's commercial corridors surrounding highway off-ramps for gateway features and other strategic placemaking investments. 1 D MDOT, Public Works Department
Distinguish Wyoming's commercial areas through unique branding and marketing. 2 B Wyoming-Kentwood Area Chamber of Commerce and
Community Improvement Districts (CIDs),
Continue developing a city center for Wyoming at 28th | Develop a city center with a walkable, mixed use environment that contains community-oriented uses. 1 E Downtown Development Authority, Development
Street SW and De Hoop Avenue/Michael Avenue SW. Area Citizens Advisory Council, MDOT, Public Works
Department, Private Developers
Continue to implement the City’s Turn on 28th Street Corridor Subarea Plan. 1 E Downtown Development Authority, Development

Area Citizens Advisory Council, MDOT, Public Works
Department, Private Developers
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Enhance the image and character of industrial districts Support the potential evolution within the industrial sector from less manufacturing to more technological or biomedical based enterprises by providing sufficient infrastructure 2 E Private Developers, Major Employers, Public Works
by improving development standards and encouraging | and attractive employee amenities. Department, Economic Development Department,
the modernization of existing industrial parks. Michigan Economic Development Corporation
Pursue opportunities to consolidate older industrial properties for comprehensive redevelopment and accommodation of modern industrial buildings. 3 @ Private Developers
Work with property owners to ensure the proper implementation of best practices for future development to ensure it reflects the community’s standards. 1 @ Property owners
Promote coordinated site design in areas where industrial properties can be comprehensively planned into industrial parks or districts. 1 @ Private Developers
Ensure high accessibility and circulation in dense industrial areas with cross access between adjacent properties. 1 C Private Developers
Modify the Non-Residential Use Directional Sign section in the City’s Sign Ordinance to note that the City may incorporate cohesive directional signs in the surrounding 1 A Zoning Board of Appeals, Planning Commission
industrial and business park area in addition to the signs regulated for property owners.
Extend transit routes to key employment areas. 1 D The Rapid
Work with private developers to incorporate internal pedestrian paths that connect to the City’s expanded sidewalk network within industrial areas. 1 @ Private developers
Work with private developers to ensure future redevelopment or renovations reflect high quality design. 1 @ Private developers
Promote safety within all industrial parks through site design approaches that encourage windows facing parking areas, light installations, street cleanings, security systems, and 1 @ Private developers, Public Works Department
site maintenance.
Ensure buildings are oriented in a manner that minimizes areas hidden from right-of-way view. 1 C Private developers
Consider requiring a certificate of zoning compliance whenever an existing industrial building is occupied by a new tenant to certify compliance will all applicable regulations of 2 A Zoning Board of Appeals, Planning Commission
the Zoning Code.
Revise the facade design standards outlined in Section 90-322 of the Zoning Code to have more specificity regarding fagade articulation and fenestration in industrial districts. 1 A Zoning Board of Appeals, Planning Commission
Consider including all impervious surface in the Zoning Code's definition of lot coverage or establishing parking maximums and requiring landscaping in uncovered lot areas. 2 A Zoning Board of Appeals, Planning Commission
Strictly enforce lot coverage requirements, as well as standards for perimeter landscaping and screening, parking lot striping and landscaping, and internal pedestrian connections. 1 A Zoning Board of Appeals, Planning Commission
Improve relationships between industrial areas and Strategically locate industrial growth in existing business park and established industrial areas in accordance with the Land Use Plan. 1 @ Private Developers
adjacent residential and commercial areas. Expand standards to require buffer yards of dense landscaping where industrial uses abut residential properties. 1 A Zoning Board of Appeals, Planning Commission
Examine ways to soften the edges between industrial and residential areas through public art and streetscape improvements. 2 @
Pursue opportunities to expand large employers and Continue to support the growth of local job opportunities in the City's employment centers while leveraging nearby neighborhood commercial centers as amenities for 1 B Major Employers, Private Developers
office uses within business parks and employment employees.
corridors. Coordinate with Metro Health to ensure site designs are in line with the City’s development standards and traffic impacts are monitored. 1 @ Metro Health
Further leverage the Roger B Chaffee Memorial Boulevard greenway as an asset and increase multimodal connectivity by integrating a bikeway along the boulevard. 1 D Public Works Department
Ensure future industrial and office development is of high quality, ensuring well designed facades, high accessibility, coordinated signage, and landscape enhancements. 1 @ Private Developers
Consider underutilized, vacant, or lower quality commercial uses that are failing to attract business for adaptive reuse as medical or office uses along 28th Street SW. 2 @ Private Developers
Facilitate the development of Site 36 as a community Leverage tax increment financing for needed infrastructure improvements for Site 36. 1 D Public Works Department
2?/2:3;?2;;2,3:;2Sg:g:gg:;?gii:ig;a;bgni;mon Remain open to proposals for Site 36 that include uses other than industrial. 1 A
identity and economy. Enhance transit, pedestrian, and bicycle infrastructure around Site 36 as well as along 36th Street to connect to Division Avenue S and beyond to Downtown Grand Rapids. 1 D The Rapid
Provide internal circulation for pedestrians within Site 36 through a well-connected sidewalk and trail system. 1 @ Private Developers
Develop the Kelvinator Site to capture the growth occurring in the neighboring community, while being mindful of the possibility of contamination as a brownfield site. 1 @ Private Developers
Support entrepreneurship, co-working, and local Form a repository of resources, including local design consultants, to provide developers with who are looking to develop entrepreneurial or creative spaces. 1 A Private Developers, Creative Spaces & Design, LLC.
business development within the community. Explore opportunities to develop incubator spaces, particularly in high activity, mixed use areas or near industrial areas. 1 B Grace Christian University, Major Employers, Business
Community
Explore opportunities to collaborate with major employers and Grace Christian University to create job training opportunities hosted in incubator spaces. 1 B Grace Christian University, Major Employers
Explore partnerships with Wyoming’s education providers, research centers, and major employers to create makerspaces within their facilities. 1 @ Christian University, Metro Health, Major Employers,
Wyoming Public Library, Public Schools
Support live-work spaces within commercial areas. 1 A Private Developers
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Continue to work with regional partners on the Develop and implement the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System'’s (NPEDS) six minimum control measures. D Public Works Department
::jneﬁ:fi?:gtiit‘icﬁz si\fvt?\,r;:ivgitj;Q?&iii%?:;hfragzdards Continue to play an active role in the Lower Grand River Organization of Watersheds (LGROW) to protect regional water quality and fulfill NPDES requirements. A LGROW
Elimination System (NPDES) permit. Continue to work with LGROW to actively educate community members and staff on ecological and efficient management of stormwater. B LGROW
Provide exceptional public facilities and services to Coordinate the expansion and equitable, long-term funding of public facilities and services with the overall growth of the community. B All City Departments
Z;le\f\;ytct]rii:zarlgs}iycis:rii:yy education, and leisure needs of Evaluate new investments against the land use priorities of Wyoming [re]lmagined and the City’s financial sustainability planning for inclusion within the CIP. A Public Works Department
Continue to assess community facility upgrade needs for all City departments over the years as service demands increase with growth. A All City Departments
Work with the Public Safety Department to ensure sufficient facility capacities and staffing levels to provide timely and effective emergency and public safety services. B Wyoming Department of Public Safety
Account for water supply and pressures for the Fire Bureau when assessing the extension of services in growth areas and for future infill developments. A Wyoming Department of Public Safety - Fire Bureau, Private
Developers, Public Works Department
Ensure Wyoming's street design and placement allow for sufficient access and egress for fire service vehicles and equipment. B Wyoming Department of Public Safety - Fire Bureau, Public
Works Department, MDOT
Monitor and improve congestion levels in high-growth areas as well as delays at at-grade railroad crossing as needed to ensure quick emergency response times. @ Wyoming Department of Public Safety
Pursue opportunities increase public safety by promoting Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) during the development process. Wyoming Department of Public Safety
Support public and private educational institutions during future pursuits for facility expansions or relocations. A Public School Districts, Private Schools, Grace Christian
University
Work with Grace Christian University in the case it seeks additional housing options to accommodate new students. B Grace Christian University
Work with the Kent District Library (KDL) Wyoming Branch to ensure library service capacities continue to meet demand levels. B KDL
Coordinate with the Rapid and GO!Bus to ensure library services are accessible to all segments of the community via public transit. @ The Rapid, GO!Bus, KDL
Ensure equitable distribution of healthcare and wellness facilities throughout the City as it continues to develop. B Metro Health Village, SpartanNash YMCA
Encourage the integration of sustainable and low impact | Identify and map problematic stormwater drainage areas in the community. B Public Works Department
design (LID) strategies as part of new development. Adopt natural resource and habitat friendly development standards that utilize incentives for developers to incorporate green concepts into their design. B
Review and modify the Community Development Code, as needed, to include effective regulations to implement the stormwater management goals and policies. B Zoning Board of Appeals, Planning Commission, Public
Works Department
Incorporate stormwater management practices into the | Continue to install green infrastructure at a large scale to help manage potential increases in rainfall volumes. D Public Works Department
fransportation and parks system projects. Establish a formal set of standards to coordinate streetscape improvements, including landscaping and stormwater management with transportation infrastructure projects. B MDOT
Add new parks and enhance existing parks for more natural drainage areas and green infrastructure stormwater management techniques. D Parks and Recreation Department
Continue to monitor water system quality for the Continue to implement the AMI smart metering program to monitor Wyoming's drinking water and ensure it remains lead-free. @ Michigan Department of EGLE
presence of lead in the drinking water.
Develop and maintain a wastewater collection system Continue to work with the Grand Valley Regional Biosolids Authority (GVRBA) to manage biosolids from Wyoming and Grand Rapids. B City of Grand Rapids, GVRBA
that meets the existing and future needs of the
community.
Define and plan for continued growth and development | Identify funding strategies and enact policies that share the cost burden of infrastructure development with developers in both the Panhandle and significant redevelopment B Private Developers
in the Panhandle area in alignment with the Land Use projects.
Plan. Consider requiring all new water service and wastewater fees to be adequate to fund the operations and maintenance of the system. A Public Works Department
Maintain a pragmatic approach to funding future utility | Use GIS technologies to improve the accuracy and efficiency of the asset management activities. A Public Works Department
improvements. Align infrastructure investments in the City's Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) with traffic and road investments when the opportunity exists to maximize City resources. A Public Works Department, MDOT
Monitor the conditions of existing clay tile lines and perform necessary updates as older industrial areas and infill opportunities are redeveloped. @ Public Works Department
Implement advanced technology best practices into the | Work with utility managers to implement an asset management plan for water distribution systems using 10T, GIS, and Bl and real-time data. B Public Works Department, Utilities Department

City’s asset management system.
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Expand and enhance Wyoming’s existing roadway Work with the GVMC in the on-going development and later implementation of the 2045 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP). D GVMC
network to address long-term growth and congestion. Continue to closely monitor streets experiencing high levels of traffic using Transportation Demand Modeling. B Public Works Department, MDOT
Incorporate Transportation Demand Modeling into asset management planning to prioritize the highest impact projects. B Public Works Department
Practice regional coordination to successfully gain funding and implement congestion mitigation projects in Wyoming. D GVMC, MDOT, FWHA
Monitor Metro Health Village in addition to the corridors currently included in the 2045 MTP for congestion mitigation. B Public Works Department, MDOT
Continue to implement the recommendations of the 2035 Thoroughfare Plan and the Grand Valley Metropolitan Council's MTPs. D Grand Valley Metropolitan Council (GYMC), MDOT, the
Federal Highway Administration (FWHA), Public Works
Department
Consider construction of roundabouts as a strategy to safely decrease traffic delays and congestion. @ Public Works Department, MDOT
Continue to monitor congestion levels along 54th Street SW from US-131 to Division Ave S, including at the at-grade railroad crossing. B Public Works Department
Implement Transportation System (ITS) and Transportation System Management (TSM) strategies. @ Public Works Department, MDOT
Make commercial and residential areas where people Incorporate traffic calming measures into future roadway improvements. D Public Works Department
frequently walk more pedestrian friendly. Consider reducing speed limits along commercial corridors. B Public Works Department, MDOT
Enhance the safety of and expand opportunities for Continue to implement and update the 2016 Wyoming Bikeways Plan. @ Public Works Department, MDOT
active modes of transportation. o ) . ) e ) I, ) ) ) ) )
Explore opportunities to coordinate with adjacent municipalities to connect bike routes across municipal limits. D City of Grandville, City of Grand Rapids, City of Kentwood,
City of Walker, Byron Township, MDOT, Public Works
Department
Expand the sidewalk network connecting residential neighborhoods to commercial and industrial centers. D Public Works Department, MDOT
Pursue measures to increase safety of sidewalks in corridors with higher vehicular traffic. D Public Works Department, MDOT
Adopt an asset management approach to maintain and develop of priority infrastructure investments and ensure alignment with regional efforts. B Public Works Department
Coordinate local and regional bikeway system expansions and enhancements when continually implementing and updating of the City’s 2016 Bikeways Plan. D City of Grandville, City of Grand Rapids, City of Kentwood,
City of Walker, Byron Township, MDOT, Public Works
Department
Pursue measures to enhance bicyclist safety in corridors with higher vehicular traffic. D Public Works Department, MDOT
Update the 2016 Bikeways Plan to better position itself within the 2045 MTP. B Public Works Department, MDOT, GVMC
Improve transportation safety for non-motorized travelers through both engineering-/design-based initiatives and the expansion of public education campaigns. @ Public Works Department, MDOT, GVMC
Develop a micromobility plan to identify infrastructure funding needs and guide strategies for the implementation of micromobility options in the City. @ Public Works Department, MDOT, City of Grandville, City
of Grand Rapids, City of Kentwood, City of Walker, Byron
Township
Work with The Rapid to improve transit routes to Activity seek opportunities for regional collaboration to expand and enhance transit services. B City of Grandville, City of Grand Rapids, City of Kentwood,
better connect residents to local destinations and to City of Walker, Byron Township, MDOT, Public Works
the larger Grand Rapids region. Department, The Rapid
Work with The Rapid to identify and link underserved areas. D The Rapid
Work with The Rapid to explore the feasibility of more cross-town bus lines. B The Rapid, MDOT, Public Works Department
Proactively encourage density that would support the transit system through transit-oriented development. @ The Rapid, Private Developers
Provide ridership data to The Rapid to ensure transit services are equitably distributed throughout the City. A The Rapid
Work with The Rapid to ensure transit routes reach neighborhood commercial centers, larger employment areas, and emerging development growth areas. @ The Rapid
Encourage and expand Transit-Oriented Development Ensure last mile commutes to and from Silver Line bus stations can be easily completed through well connected pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure. D The Rapid, Grand Rapids, Kentwood, Public Works
(TOD) opportunities throughout the City. Department
Explore strategies and high connectivity improvements for pedestrians and bicyclists along Division Avenue S, Site 36, and the 36th Street Corridor. D Public Works Department, MDOT
Prioritize bike paths, bike racks, wide sidewalks, and traffic calming measures around bus stops in conjunction with the findings of the ongoing Division Avenue S study. D The Rapid, Public Works Department
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Incorporate aesthetic enhancements along key Prioritize corridors and gateways for aesthetic enhancements that include streetscape enhancements, public art, and pedestrian comfort and safety improvements. 1 D Public Works Department, MDOT

corridors and at high visibility gateways. Work with MDOT to create high quality design roadway design alternatives for 28th Street that both accommodate multiple transportation modes and support the desired 1 D Public Works Department, MDOT
aesthetics
Utilize MDOT's Guidance for Trunkline Main Streets guide when pursuing corridor improvements. 1 B Public Works Department, MDOT
Explore the development of corridor specific sub-area plans to define corridor themes and identify implementation strategies. 2 @ Public Works Department, MDOT
Explore potential amendments to the City’s landscape ordinance. 1 A Public Works Department, MDOT
Coordinate streetscape improvements, including landscaping and stormwater management, with transportation infrastructure projects. 1 @ MODT, Public Works Department
Add new parks and enhance existing parks for more natural drainage areas and green infrastructure stormwater management techniques. 1 D MODT, Public Works Department, Parks and Recreation

Department

As the City develops neighborhood commercial centers, | Ensure neighborhood commercial centers in traditional residential neighborhoods support a pedestrian-oriented environment that include amenities such as wide sidewalks and 1 D Public Works Department, MDOT

ensure they are accessible by alternative modes of street furniture.

transportation. . . s . . . . )
Provide bike access via bike paths and bike racks in neighborhood commercial centers. 1 Public Works Department, MDOT
Consider road diets where road capacities allow, such as Burton Street SW from Cleveland Avenue SW to Godfrey Avenue SW. 2 Public Works Department, MDOT

Design infrastructure as a part of the overall stormwater management system for the community with both green and human-constructed infrastructure.

Public Works Department, MDOT

D

Continue to improve access to quality parks and green | Continue to evaluate opportunities to expand its parks and open space inventory to maintain high levels of service. 1 @ Parks and Recreation Department, Kent County
space. Actively engaged the community during the development of park master plans as new parks are created to integrate cultural aspects of the surrounding neighborhoods they 1 Parks and Recreation Department
serve.
Pursue infill opportunities for new parks along major corridors or pockets parks on vacant or underutilized parcels within established neighborhoods. 1 Parks and Recreation Department
Identify opportunities for new public spaces such as plazas or green space along commercial corridors in accordance with the Land Use Plan. 1 Parks and Recreation Department, Kent County
Ensure Wyoming's parks system is highly connected and | Continue to expand its trail network and bike path connections, particularly along east-west routes. 1 Parks and Recreation Department, Kent County, Public
accessible for all residents. Works Department, MDOT, Greater Grand Rapids Bicycle
Coalition, GYMC, West Michigan Trails & Greenways
Coalition
Further implement the Wyoming Bikeways Plan. 1 D Parks and Recreation Department, Kent County, Public
Works Department, MDOT, Greater Grand Rapids Bicycle
Coalition, GVMC, West Michigan Trails & Greenways
Coalition
Prioritize the preservation of green space and natural Ensure established natural areas continue to be protected from development while seeking opportunities for new preservation areas. 1 @ Parks and Recreation Department, Michigan Department of
areas as growth occurs, particularly where improved Natural Resources (DNR)
access to parks is needed. . . o ) o )
Explore opportunities to further enhance the Buck Creek Nature Preserve and George Tilma Nature Preserve as the City's Recreation Plan is implemented. 2 @ Parks and Recreation Department
Preserve a portion of the Pines Golf Course and Maple Hill Golf Course for public parks and open space if they are redeveloped in the long term. 3 @ Parks and Recreation Department, Private Developers
Establish an enhanced southern connection into the George P Tilma Nature Preserve if the Pines Golf Course is redeveloped. 3 @ Parks and Recreation Department, Private Developers
Consider constructing new recreation facilities in the redevelopment of the Pines Golf Course and Maple Hill Golf Course. 3 @ Parks and Recreation Department, Private Developers
Protect and expand the City’s tree canopy. Work with the Wyoming Tree Commission to educate the community on the benefits of trees. 1 B Wyoming Tree Commission
Continue to support the Wyoming Tree Commission in pursuing the City’s annual designation as a Tree City USA community by the Arbor Day Foundation. 1 B Wyoming Tree Commission, Arbor Day Foundation
Work with private developers and property owners to ensure new development preserves the existing tree canopy when possible. 1 B Private Developers, Property Owners
Strengthen the City's tree preservation and planting requirements by establishing specific metrics (Wyoming Code of Ordinances , Chapter 82, Article Il and Chapter 74, Article I). 1 A Zoning Board of Appeals, Planning Commission
Strictly enforce the Form Based Code's detailed standards for tree plantings within its districts. 1 A Zoning Board of Appeals, Planning Commission
Seek opportunities to plant new trees throughout the community, particularly within older residential neighborhoods and along commercial corridors. 1 B Public Works Department
Survey of the City’s existing tree canopy to identify gaps in tree coverage for targeted new plantings. 1 A Wyoming Tree Commission
Integrate trees into the rights-of-way of walkable, mixed use-areas, enhanced with decorative tree grates where possible. 1 B Wyoming Tree Commission, Public Works Department
Ensure trees are strategically placed to prevent interference with City utilities. 1 A Public Works Department
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