
 
 
 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 

To:  Mayor and City Councilmembers 
 
From:  Curtis Holt, City Manager 
 
Date:  September 9, 2010 
 
Re:  Council Work Session 
 
The City Council has agreed to hold a work session Monday, September 13, 2010 at 
City Hall in the Council Chambers, at 7:00 P.M. The agenda will be as follows: 
 
 

1. Public Comment on Agenda Items (3 minute limit per person) 
2. Investments and Benefits Administration  
3. Classification Appeal of Industrial Property 
4. Dead, Dying and Diseased Trees within the Public Right-of-Ways 
5. Any Other Matters 
6. Acknowledgement of Visitors/Public Comment (3 minute limit per person) 

 
 
The City Clerk has posted the appropriate notice. 
 
CLH:lj    
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RESOLUTION NO.___________ 
 

RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT A PROPOSAL FROM LIGHTHOUSE GROUP  
 
 WHEREAS, Lighthouse Group is the City of Wyoming’s Insurance Agent of Record and 
has been assisting the City with the health, dental, vision and life insurance renewals, and 
 
 WHEREAS, as detailed in the attached memorandum from the City’s Director of 
Administrative Services it is the joint recommendation of the City’s Human Resources and 
Finance Departments to accept a proposal from Lighthouse Group for full benefit administration 
services, and 
 
 WHEREAS, funds for the benefits administration services are available in the Insurance 
Fund, now therefore 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wyoming City Council does hereby approve acceptance of a 
proposal from Lighthouse Group and authorizes the City Manager to acknowledge acceptance of 
the proposal and renewals in accordance with budget authorization. 
 

 
Councilmember                                                          moved, seconded by Councilmember 
 

 ___________________________________, that the above Resolution be adopted. 
  

Motion carried: __________ Yeas, __________ Nays 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was adopted by the City Council for the 

City of Wyoming, Michigan, at a ___________ session held on the ______________ day of 

_______________, 2010. 

       __________________________ 
Attachments:  Memorandum    Heidi Isakson 
  Proposal    Wyoming City Clerk 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Resolution No.______________ 
S:\Purchasing\Resolutions\FY 10-11 Resolutions\Lighthouse - Insurance Services.doc 



JENNIFER M. GRANHOLM 

GOVERNOR 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

DEPT OF ENERGY, LABOR & ECONOMIC GROWTH 
LANSING 

EUGENE A VOGAhl(4158), ASSESSOR 
WYOMING ClTY 

Andrew S. Levin 

Acting Director 

SEP 0 7 2C1;3 
PO BOX 905 
WYOMING, MI 49509-0905 ASSESS~~.JF 

MTT Docket Number: 

RE: MICHIGAN DEPT OF TREASURY V ClTY OF WYOMING & 

Parcel Number(s): 41 -1 8-1 8- 

The Small Claims Division of the Michigan Tax Tribunal has received an appeal regarding the 
classification of the above-referenced parcel of property. Enclosed is a copy of the Petition and any 
attachments that were filed with the Small Claims Division. The enclosed Answer form must be 
completed by both the Unit of Government and the taxpayerlproperty owner (co- 
Respondents) and returned to the Michigan Tax Tribunal, and a copy with any attachments sent to 
Petitioner and to the co-Respondent within twenty-eight (28) days as indicated at the top of the 
Answer form. Failure to complete and return the Answer form and send a copy to Petitioner 
and co-Respondent with any attachments may result in a default hearing during which you 
will not be permitted to testify and your documentary evidence will not be considered. 

The Petition and Answers, and any attachments to those documents, will constitute evidence in this 
matter. Any other written statements or additional documentation ("evidence") must be filed with 
the Tribunal and served on all other parties not less than 21 days before the scheduled hearing 
date. 

If you determine that you will not attend the hearing and will instead rely on the statements or 
documentation submitted, you must notify the Tribunal and all other parties to the appeal in writing 
before the scheduled hearing date that you would like to have your case "heard on the file." 
Without this notification, you will be considered as having failed to appear at the hearing, which will 
result in default. 

If you have questions regarding this form or any other Tribunal matter, please visit the Tribunal's 
website www.michigan.gov/taxtrib or contact the Tribunal at (51 7) 373-3003. 

LINE-BY-LINE INSTRUCTIONS ARE ON THE BACK OF THlS COVER LETTER TO ASSIST YOU IN 
COMPLETING THlS ANSWER FORM. PLEASE READ THE LINE-BY-LINE INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY. 



FILING INSTRUCTIONS FOR ANSWER TO CLASSIFICATION TAX APPEAL 

Please follow these instructions for filing an Answer to the small claims property tax appeal. If more room is 
needed, use a separate sheet of paper. For questions that are not answered in these instructions, please refer 
to the Tribunal's website at www.michigan.~lovltaxtrib or contact our office at 51 7-373-3003. 

Line 1. "Co-Respondents" are the local unit of government (township or city) and the taxpayerlproperty owner. 
Both Co-Respondents are required to file an Answer to the Petition. 

Line 2. Co-Respondents need not be represented by an attorney or agent to file an Answer to the Petition. If 
a co-Respondent is using an attorney or agent, that attorney or agent's name, address and daytime phone 
number must be provided. If the co-Respondent elects to have an attorney or agent, only the attorney or 
agent will receive documents from the Tribunal. The attorney or agent will also be required to appear at the 
hearing. 

Line 3. Provide the county where the property is located. Provide the name of the city OR township (not both) 
where the property is located. 

Line 4. Provide the parcel number(s) of the property under appeal. 

Line 5. Provide the type of property (real or personal) and indicate the classification of the property. 

Line 6. If the property is real property, provide (a) the use for which the real property was designed and (b) its 
current use (office, warehouse, manufacturing, etc.), if known. If those uses are different (c), explain why. 

Line 7. If the property is personal property, provide the classification of the real property on which the personal 
property is located. 

Line 8. Co-Respondent City/Township Response: Self-explanatory. 

Line 9. Co-Respondent Taxpayer/Property Owner Response: Self-explanatory. 

Line 10. Co-Respondent's signature is required if no agent or attorney is involved. If co-Respondent is using 
an agent or attorney, that person must sign. If co-Respondent elects to have an attorney or agent, only the 
attorney or agent will receive documents from the Tribunal. The attorney or agent will also be required to 
appear at the hearing. 

Line 11. You must sign this Answer Form. This Answer Form and a copy of the attachments must be served 
on both parties: Petitioner's Agent as shown on the Petition, and co-Respondent or its Agent. Your signature 
certifies that you have served your Answer on each party. 

REMEMBER: Provide to the Tribunal the original of the completed Answer form, including a copy of any 
attachments. Provide a copy of your Answer, including any attachments, to the co-Respondent or its 
AgentlAttorney, if any, and to the Petitioner or its AgentlAttorney, if any. After the allotted period of time to 
respond has elapsed, the case will be ready for a hearing. The Tribunal will send a notice of hearing to all 
parties or to their agents. 

To check the status of this appeal, visit our website at www.michigan.gov1taxtrib. 

MICHIGAN TAX TRIBUNAL 
61 1 W. OTTAWA STREET I P.O. BOX 30232 1 LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909 

www.michigan.gov1taxtrib (51 7) 373-3003 



STATE OF MICHIGAN 
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY, LABOR & ECONOMIC GROWTH 

MICHIGAN TAX TRIBUNAL 
SMALL CLAIMS DIVISION 

MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF TREASURY, ParcelNo. 41-18-18- 
MTT Docket No. 37 8 7 

Petitioner 

And 

CITY OF WYOMING, KENT COUNTY 

Respondent, 

Ross H. Bishop (P25973) 
Michael R. Bell (P47890) 
Steven B. Flancher (P47894) 
Attorneys for Petitioner 
Michigan Department of Attorney General 
525 W. Ottawa, Second Floor 
P.O. Box 30754 
Lansing, MI 48909 
(517) 373-3203 

NOW COMES Petitioner Michigan Department of Treasury (Petitioner), through its 
attorneys Michael A. Cox, Attorney General, and Ross H. Bishop, Michael R. Bell and Steven B. 
Flancher, Assistant Attorneys General, and says: 

1. Petitioner's principal office address is the Richard H. Austin State Office 
Building, 430 W. Allegail Street, Lansing, MI 48922. Pursuant to the provisions of MCL 
2 11.34~(7), Petitioner has the requisite standing to bring this action. 

2. Resnondent .vhose address of record is 
, is the party in interest with respect to the property tax on tax parcel 

No. 41-18-18- ,the "Subject Property"). 
3. The Subject Property consists of a parcel of Real Property located in the City of 

Wyoming, Kent County, Michigan. Pursuant to Michigan law, including without limitation 



MCL 21 1.34c, for the tax year 2009 the Subject Property should have been classified for 
property tax purposes as "Commercial Real Property." 

4. Respondent City of Wyoming, however, incorrectly classified the Subject 
Property for property tax purposes as "lndustrial Real Property" for tax year 2009. 

5. Under Michigan law, the action of the Respondent City of Wyoming to classify 
the property as "Industrial Real Property" was wrong and should be reversed. 

6. Pursuant to Michigan law, specifically MCL 21 1.34c(7), Petitioner's appeal to this 
Tribunal is timely. 

7. Accordingly, the Tribunal should reverse the decision of the Respondent City of 
Wyoming to classify the Subject Property as "Industrial Real Property", enter an order 
reclassifying the property to "Commercial Real Property" pursuant to MCL 21 1.34c, and order 
the Respondent City of Wyoming to correct its tax roll to reflect such change of classification. 

WHEREFORE, Petitioner respectfully requests that the Tribunal (1) enter an order 
reversing the classification of the Subject Property originally established by the Respondent City 
of Wyoming and reclassifying the Subject Property for property tax purposes from "Industrial 
Real Property" to "Commercial Real Property" pursuant to MCL 21 1 . 3 4 ~ ;  (2) enter an order 
compelling the Respondent City of Wyoming to correct its tax roll to reflect such change of 
classification, and (3) award Petitioner any additional relief the Tribunal deems necessary and 
just. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Michael A. Cox 
Attorney General 

December 1 1,2009 
Ross H. Bishop (P25973) 
Michael R. Bell (P47890) 
Steven B. Flancher (P47894) 
Assistant Attorneys General 

Attorneys for Petitioner 

BUSINESS ADDRESS: 
525 W. Ottawa, Second Floor 
P.O. Box 30754 
Lansing, MI 48909 
(5 17) 373-3203 



r STATE OF MICHIGAN 

L 
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY, LABOR & ECONOMIC 

GROWTH 
MICHIGAN TAX TRIBUNAL 

Respondent's Name and Address: 

CLASSIFICATION APPEAL r,N,vvER F m M  -IN 
( sheet. 

Failure to complete this form and return it with the required attachments by SEP-28-2010 may result in a default hearing and may 
result in an award o f  costs t o  Petitioner. If additional space is needed to provide the information requested, please use a separate 

1. Respondent (CitylTownshiplTaxpayer) 

County Township 
I 

2. Agent or Attorney ( i f  any) Name & Address 

Respondent's daytime phone: ( ) 

4. Parcel Number(s): 41-18-1 8 

5. Type o f  Property: (check applicable type) Real: OR Personal: 

Classification of Property (commercial, industrial, etc.): 

AgenUAttorney's daytime phone: ( 

6.(a) I f  the  subject property i s  real property, provide the  use for  which that real property was designed, i f  known: 

3. Location o f  Property: City 
OR (Pick ONLY one) 

(b) Provide the current use of  that real property: 

(c) I f  the current use and the use for  which that real property was designed are different, please explain: 

7. If the subject property i s  personal property, provide the classification o f  the real property u p o n  which the  personal  property 
is located (commercial, industrial, etc.): 

the justification for the Property's current classification and any other basis for your Answer to the 
Petition: 

9. TAXPAYERIPROPERN OWNER: Provide the basis for your Answer to the Petition: 

1 0 .  Respondent's signature required if no agent involved: 

Agent or attorney signature, if using an agent or attorney: 1 
RETURN THE ORIGINAL OF THlS COMPLETED FORM WlTH ANY ATTACHMENTS to: Michigan Tax Tribunal PO Box 30232 Lansing, MI 48909 

SEND A COPY OF THlS COMPLETED FORM WlTH ATTACHMENTS TO Co-RESPONDENT OR ITS AGENT (See Instructions) AND 

' SEND A COPY OF THlS COMPLETED FORM WlTH ATTACHMENTS TO PETITIONER'S AGENT: Dept of Attorney General, Attn: Ross Bishop 
PO Box 30754 Lansing, MI 48909 

1 SIGN HERE AS VERIFICATION OF SERVICE ON PETITONER AND Co-RESPONDENT: 

1 Keep a copy of the Form and Attachments for your records. 

of Energy, Labor & Economic Growth will not discriminate against any individual or group because of race, sex. religion, age, 
national origin, color, rnaritai status, disability or political beliefs. If you need assistance with reading, writing, liearing, etc., under the Americans 
with Disabil~ties Act, yoit may make your needs known to this agency. 

1 For all otlle~ ~~?i<,r-niat~on please coliiact tile Trihuiial a!. 
I . - ' .  . . .  , , - .  ̂  :... :,-.-.,,.,-,, ,>r,,-,,- .. . 1 ,  - :  , . , ,  , , ,.,,, , -  < .> -  , .  I , - .  ~,,;.i: 

- -  . 
, , 

+ - -  . , . , . ,  - , , . ,  



Bob & Mark's LLC 
852 47th St SW 
Wyoming MI 49509 

Eugene A. Vogan, Assr. 
Wyoming City 
P.O. Box 905 
Wyoming, Mi 49509-0905 

Re: Parcel Number 41-18-18-390-003 

Dear Property Owner and Assessor: 

As you know by now, the Michigan Department of Treasury filed an action against you in the 
Residential Property and Small Claims Division of the Michigan Tax Tribunal regarding the 
classification of the above-referenced property. The Michigan Department of Treasury believes 
that this real andlor personal property was improperly classified as "industrial" and should have 
been classified as "commercial." If you decide to contest the action, the Michigan Tax Tribunal 
will schedule a hearing in this matter and decide the correct classification for the property. The 
Michigan Tax Tribunal may also, in addition to deciding the correct classification of the 
property, award costs if the matter proceeds to hearing and the Michigan Tax Tribunal feels such 
costs are appropriate. 

Michigan law, at MCL 21 1,34c(2)(d), defines industrial real property as "Platted or unplatted 
parcels used for manufacturing and processing purposes, with or without buildings." MCL 
211.34c(3)(c) defines industrial personal property to include all machinery and equipment, 
furniture and fixtures, and dies on industrial parcels. The Michigan Department of Treasury 
agrees with the Michigan State Tax Commission's determination that "on industrial parcels" 
means parcels on which industrial activity is taking place. 

If you agree with the Department of Treasury that your property has been incorrectly classified, 
please sign the enclosed Stipulation For Consent Judgment and return it to me at the address 
below. If the Taxpayer listed in the caption is a business entity, please indicate how the 
individual signing the Stipulation is authorized to sign on behalf of the taxpayer business entity. 
For local units, the assessor for the local unit should sign the Stipulation and return it to me. 
Once I have all the required signatures, I will file the Stipulation with the Michigan Tax Tribunal 
and send you a copy of the Michigan Tax Tribunal's Order once I receive it. 

Sincerely, 

ASSESSOR 
CITY OF WYOMING 

Ross H. Bishop (~25973) 
Assistant Attorney General 
525 W. Ottawa, Second Floor 
P.O. Box 30754 
Lansing, MI 48909 
(517) 373-3203 



MEMORANDUM 
 
 
 
DATE:  September 8, 2010 
 
TO:  Curtis L. Holt, City Manager 
 
FROM: William D. Dooley, Director of Public Works 
 
SUBJECT: Dead, Dying and Diseased Trees within the Public Right-of-Ways 
 
 
The year 2010 is turning out to be a very bad year for trees within Wyoming’s public right-of-
ways.  The number of dead, dying and diseased trees in the right-of-way currently numbers 950.  
An additional 100 trees were removed earlier this year.  The Emerald Ash Borer appears to be 
the primary cause of this sudden and widespread die-off.  To make matters worse, Wyoming has 
very limited Street Funds available for the collection and disposal of these trees.  The estimated 
cost of removing 950 trees is approximately $285,000 based upon an average contracted price of 
$300 per tree.  The total cost will continue to increase as additional trees are affected.  Wyoming 
does have sole responsibility for the collection and disposal of dead, dying and diseased trees 
within its public right-of-ways, so a means of financing the current and on-going costs must be 
identified. 
 
One alternative is to utilize additional Streets Funds.  Expenditures in these funds, however, have 
been reduced 20% since 2008 and it is likely that this trend will continue for the next few years 
with further decreases of approximately 5% per year.  These funds are not able to support the 
immediate ($300,000) and ongoing ($100,000) costs of addressing these trees. 
 
A second alternative is to utilize the Yard Waste Fund.  This fund is supported by a statutory Act 
298 millage.  Although up to 3 mils can be levied, Wyoming currently levies 0.1 mil.  The 
current fund balance could be used to support an immediate expense of $200,000 to address 70% 
of the existing dead, dying and diseased trees.  An ongoing annual expense of $100,000 could be 
financed by levying an additional 0.05 mil for this activity. 
 
A third alternative is to utilize the General Fund.  This fund is the topic of most budget 
discussions and it is highly unlikely that this is a viable alternative for financing the cost of tree 
collection and disposal. 
 
It is my recommendation that we pursue the second alternative, utilizing the Yard Waste Fund 
(Act 298 revenue) to finance the cost of collecting and disposal of the dead, dying and diseased 
trees within the public right-of-ways.  If you and the City Council agree, I will request a Budget 
Amendment to utilize $200,000 of the fund balance for this activity.  The ongoing expense can 
be addressed during next year’s budget preparation. 
 
 
Attachments: Tree Map 
  Tree Count by Street 





Tree Count By Street
Street Name Diseased/Dying/Dead Trees

26th Street SW 3

28th Street SW 8

32nd Street SW 16

33rd Street SW 8

34th Street SW 2

35th Street SW 3
36th Street SW 7

37th Street SW 2

38th Street SW 2

39th Street SW 1

40th Street SW 7

41st Street SW 2
43rd Street SW 1

44th Street SW 107

50th Street SW 5

52nd Street SW 3

Abbie Street SE 1
Aldon Street SW 5

Alexandria Drive SW 2

Alger Street SW 1

Annsbury Court SW 2

Arden Street SW 2

Ariebill Court SW 6
Ariebill Street SW 21

Avon Avenue SW 2

Avonlea Street SW 1

Badger Avenue SW 8

Beech Street SW 2
Bellevue Street SW 1

Birchwood Avenue SW 7

Blanchard Street SW 10

Bluebird Avenue SW 1

Boulevard Drive SW 1

Bowenton Place SW 1
Bryant Street SW 1

Buchanan Avenue SW 1

Buckingham Street SW 10

Buist Street SW 1

Burlingame Avenue SW 27
Burt Street SE 1

Byron Center Avenue SW 15

Canterbury Street SW 5

Central Avenue SW 6

Charlesgate Avenue SW 2
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Street Name Diseased/Dying/Dead Trees
Chateau Drive SW 1

Chicago Drive SW 1

Cleveland Avenue SW 1
Clyde Park Avenue SW 34

Colby Avenue SW 22

Colrain Street SW 7

Cricklewood Street SW 14

Crooked Pine Drive 1
DeBoer Street SW 1

DeHoop Avenue SW 6

Denhertog Street SW 10

Division Avenue S 18

Dunbar Avenue SW 2

Easy Street SW 1
Emma Avenue SW 1

Englehurst Avenue SW 5

Exchange Street SE 1

Flamingo Avenue SW 55

Floyd Street SW 4

Forest Grove Avenue SW 2
Forest Park Court SW 3

Forest Park Drive SW 4

Freedom Street SE 3

Frontenac Street SE 3

Godfrey Avenue SW 24
Greenfield Avenue SW 2

Haughey Avenue SW 1

Havana Avenue SW 1

Hazelwood Avenue SW 2

Heron Avenue SW 3

Highgate Avenue SW 32
Himes Street SE 1

Holliday Drive SW 2

Homecrest Avenue SW 1

Horton Avenue SE 2

Hudson Street SW 1
Illinois Avenue SW 7

Iowa Street SW 5

Ivanrest Avenue SW 1

Janet Street SE 4

Jean Street SW 1

Jefferson Avenue SE 1
Johanna Avenue SW 3

Joosten Street SW 1

Judd Avenue SW 1

Keegan Court SW 1

Kentfied Street SW 6
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Street Name Diseased/Dying/Dead Trees
Knollview Street SW 3

Lee Street SW 3

Lemyra Street SE 1
Locksley Drive SW 2

Lola Street SW 1

Longstreet Avenue SW 14

Madelyn Drive SW 2

Madison Avenue SE 1
Manchester Street SW 1

Maplelawn Street SW 2

McKee Avenue SW 21

Melvin Street SW 2

Meyer Avenue SW 1

Michael Avenue SW 61
Milan Avenue SW 36

Newstead Avenue SW 7

Noel Avenue SW 2

Oakcrest Street SW 18

Oregon Ave SW 1

Oriole Ave SW 18
Palmdale Drive SW 2

Parkdale Avenue SW 3

Parkland Avenue SW 12

Peckheath Drive SW 12

Pinnacle Drive SW 1
Poe Ave SW 1

Porter Street SW 2

Prairie Parkway SW 1

R. B. Chaffee Boulevard SE 1

R.W. Berends Drive SW 6

Rathbone Street SW 3
Raven Avenue SW 3

Reiser Avenue SW 1

Riley Avenue SW 4

Robin Avenue SW 1

Rogers Lane Avenue SW 4
Rollingview Avenue SW 1

Royal Oak Street SW 1

Roys Avenue SW 2

Sharon Avenue SW 1

Sherry Street SW 6

Tennyson Drive SW 1
Valleyridge Avenue SW 1

Van Allen Street SW 1

Vangie Drive SW 1

Wadsworth Street SW 4

Walter Street SE 1
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Street Name Diseased/Dying/Dead Trees
Wesley Street SE 3

Wilbur Street SE 1

Wilson Avenue SW 23
Windview Drive SW 1

Woodstock Avenue SE 1

Woodward Avenue SW 17

Wyoming Avenue SW 6

Total Diseased/Dying/Dead Trees: 949
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