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Ideal Park 
 

 
 

Ideal Park-5843 Crippen Avenue 
Portions are Dedicated Park, Resolution 6470, 1971  
 
Ideal Park was initially developed in the 1930’s, prior to the incorporation of the City, 
and is one of the oldest parks within the City.  It is located in the southern region of the 
City with Buck Creek flowing through the middle of the park.  The park has historic 
structures including an art deco style bridge, a log cabin lodge, and stone structures. 
Historically, the park has been a gathering site for large group picnics and family 
reunions.  Access to the park is at the end of Crippen Street with large parking areas.  A 
paved pathway provides a connection to the Inter-urban Bike Trail. 
 
In April of 2013, the park experienced significant flooding which resulted in the loss of 
playability on the park’s tennis and basketball courts. In July 2014 the park was hit by a 
tornado, resulting in the loss of over 90% of the park’s trees, many of which were 100 
to 300 years old and the destruction of the playgrounds and picnic section areas.  
 
Park Size: 41.9 Acres 
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Useable Facilities and Resources following Flood (2013) & Tornado (2014): 
●Picnic shelter with tables  ●Restroom Building 
●Entry drive and parking area ●Historic Lodge 
●Buck Creek access (limited) ●Two bridges 
●Natural surface pathways  ● Paved pathway connector to Inter-urban Trail 

 
Universal Access and Americans with Disabilities (ADA) Assessment 
*See MDNR definition of and explanation in the Recreation Inventory Section of Plan 
 
Based on the MDNR review requirements, Ideal Park is scored as a 1-None of the 
facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines.  The newly adopted master plan 
provides for accessibility throughout the entire park.  As facilities are upgraded or 
added they will be developed to meet universal accessibility guidelines. 
 
Future Needs to Increase Universal Access 
Development of the universally accessible facilities will be completed based on the new 
master plan.  
 
Future Needs to Increase Universal Access 
●Provide access walks to all remaining facilities. 
●Implement redevelopment based upon new park master plan. 
 
Ideal Park Capital Development and Planning Needs 
Ideal Park was initially developed in the 1930’s.  Following the flood of 2013 and the 
tornado of 2014 a new master plan was adopted by City Council on February 16, 2015.  
Several projects are given below as specific needs within the park and will be 
implemented as part of the master plan. 
 
*Historic lodge Retained  *Art Deco and Existing Foot Bridge Retained 
*Events patio at Lodge  *Large and small pavilions 
*Large play area   *Picnic areas 
*Naturalization of creek  *Seating near creek 
*Pedestrian pathways  *Bicycle pathways, trailhead, and connections 
*Lawn areas for open play  *Woodlot preservation and pathways 
*New and improved parking *Basketball court 
*Gateway and park entrances *Restrooms 
*ADA accessibility   *Improved park security 
*Replanting of trees   *Buffer views and noise 
*Maintenance vehicle bridge 
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