
Thanks to a grant from the State 
of Michigan, a Friends of Buck Creek 
group has been established.   

In addition to establishing the 
Friends of Buck Creek group, the 
grant has also funded research to 
study the creek’s fish populations and 
temperature and perform a number 
of chemical analyses to understand 
the creek’s health. Some of this work 
is carried out by the City of Wyoming, 
which also holds a stormwater permit 
issued by the State of Michigan De-
partment of Environmental Quality. 
The permit regulates stormwater dis-
charges into Buck and Plaster Creeks 
and involves education initiatives, 

construction and post-construction 
controls and a stormwater ordinance. 
The City collaborates with neighbor-
ing municipalities to maintain the 
permit.

The Friends of Buck Creek group 
is comprised of citizens, business 
owners, non-profits, schools and local 
governments that share a goal of un-
derstanding and improving the qual-
ity of life in and around Buck Creek.

Buck Creek is 20.3 miles long with 
a 51-square-mile watershed that 
spans many municipalities in Kent 
and Allegan counties, including Wyo-
ming, Grandville, Kentwood, Byron 
Township and Gaines Township. The 

creek drains into the Grand River in 
Grandville.

The third annual Buck Creek Clean 
Up event will be held the morning 
of Saturday, August 13. Registration 
and check-in will be at Lemery Park 
beginning at 8 a.m.  Last year, 40 vol-
unteers collected more than 80 bags 
of trash. Check the City’s website at 
wyomingmi.gov for more informa-
tion and to sign up.  

To become involved with the 
Friends of Buck Creek group, contact 
Assistant Director of Public Works 
Aaron Vis at 530-7264.

T H E  C I T Y  O F  W Y O M I N G ,  M I C H I G A N  N E W S L E T T E R A u g u s t  2 0 1 6

Friends of Buck Creek Group Established

 
MAYOR’S Message

Parks are great year round, but as we near the end of sum-
mer, this is especially a great time to get out and enjoy what 
we have to offer. 

As summer activities are beginning to wrap up in the City, 
there are still many ways you can take advantage of and enjoy 
the many beautiful parks in Wyoming. 

Our City parks cover more than 650 acres and offer splash 
pads, trails, picnic area and playground facilities for residents 

and families.  The newly enhanced dog park, the Buck Creek Nature Preserve 
and other natural areas in our community are more examples of the great 
spaces we provide for our residents. 

One of my favorite parks in the City of Wyoming is also a favorite of my 
grandchildren: Frog Hollow is located at 2050 Metro Court, just behind Metro 
Health Hospital. Frog Hollow is one of the smallest parks in Wyoming at ap-
proximately 2.2 acres. The park features universally accessible playground 
equipment, a pavillion with picnic tables and indoor bathrooms as well. I 
hope you visit and enjoy Frog Hollow as my family and I do.

I wish you all the best as you enjoy our parks and, as always, encourage you 
to be involved and be informed.

Mayor Jack A. Poll

Longest-Serving
Wyoming City Council

The current Wyoming City Council 
has been in service together in the 
same positions since December 3, 
2009. On that date, Dan Burrill was ap-
pointed as an at-large council mem-
ber to fill the vacancy created when 
Jack Poll moved from the at-large seat 
to become mayor.  

No council in the City’s history has 
continuously served together for this 
length of time. 

The council currently consists of:
•	 Jack Poll, mayor
•	 Sam Bolt, mayor pro tem, at large
•	 Dan Burrill, at-large
•	 Kent Vanderwood, at-large
•	 Bill VerHulst, First Ward
•	 Richard K. Pastoor, Second Ward
•	 Joanne Voorhees, Third Ward
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Telephone Numbers
Mayor’s Office........................................530-7227
City Manager..........................................530-3173
City Clerk.................................................530-7296
Police Department...............................530-7300
Fire Department...................................530-7250
Public Works...........................................530-7260
Utilities.....................................................261-3550
Planning & Community
Development.........................................530-7258
Parks & Recreation...............................530-3164
Building Inspections............................530-7285
Assessor...................................................530-7231
District Court..........................................257-9814
Treasurer..................................................530-7280
Utility Billing...........................................530-7389
Wyoming Senior Center.....................530-3190
Wyoming Public Library.....................784-2007 

Meetings
City Council Meeting | on the first and third 
Mondays of the month at 7 p.m. at City Hall 
in Council Chambers.

City Council Work Sessions | on the second 
Monday of the month at 7 p.m. at City Hall  
in Council Chambers.

Planning Commissions Meetings | on the 
third Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. at City 
Hall in Council Chambers.

Zoning Board Of Appeals | on the first and 
third Monday afternoons of the month at 
1:30 p.m. at City Hall in Council Chambers.

Parks & Recreation Commission | on the 
second Wednesday of every month at  
7 p.m. at City Hall in the West  
Conference Room

Wyoming City Council
Jack Poll, Mayor
Sam Bolt, Mayor Pro tem, 
Council Member-at-Large
Dan Burrill, Council Member-at-Large
Kent Vanderwood, Council Member-at-Large
Bill VerHulst, 1st Ward Council Member
Richard K. Pastoor, 2nd Ward Council Member
Joanne Voorhees, 3rd Ward Council Member

Reach Us Online
wyomingmi.gov 
twitter.com/WyomingCityHall
facebook.com/cityofwyoming
linkedin.com/company/city-of-wyoming-mi
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ONLINE BILL PAY

Utility customers can now receive water and sewer bills by e-mail!  To sign up, 
contact the Utility Billing Department at 530-7389.

REGISTER AS A PERMANENT ABSENTEE VOTER

It’s too late to request an absentee ballot for the August election; however you 
may be eleigible to register as a permanent absentee voter for the November 
election. Are you 60 years of age or older? You can register as a permanent 
absentee voter. You may also request an absentee ballot for the November 
election if you meet any of the following criteria:
•	 You expect to be absent from the community in which you registered for 

the entire time the polls are open on election day 
•	 You are physically unable to attend the polls without the assistance of  

another
•	 You cannot attend the polls because of the tenets of your religion
•	 You have been appointed an election precinct inspector in a precinct other 

than the precinct where you reside
•	 You cannot attend the polls because you are confined to jail awaiting  

arraignment or trial
Contact the City Clerk’s office at 530-7296 to register as a permanent absentee 
voter, to request an absentee ballot or for more information.

CAR SEAT INSPECTION 

Car seat inspections will be available Thursday, Aug. 11 and Thursday, Sept. 8 at 
Wyoming Fire Station #1, 1500 Burton St. SW from 5 to 8 p.m. Register by call-
ing Safe Kids of Greater Grand Rapids at 391-7233, ext. 2.

KENT DISTRICT LIBRARY

An adult book club is held on the third Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in
the Conference Room. August’s selection is “My Antonia” by Willa Cather, fol-
lowed by “Poisoning the Pecks of Grand Rapids” by Tobin Buhk in September.
 
Yoga Instructor Amber Kilpatrick will be hosting a special parent and child yoga 
session at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, Aug. 9, Wednesday, Aug. 10 and Thursday, 
Aug. 11. This class is perfect for young children.  Come learn about yoga and try 
a few poses.  Please bring your own yoga mat if possible.  

Ruff Readers is a unique read-aloud program offered by the Kent District 
Library in partnership with West Michigan Therapy Dogs, Inc. The program 
pairs kids with a trained therapy dog and their handler, so kids may read their 
favorite book out loud as the pooches curl up, listen and enjoy.  Pre-registra-
tion is required.  Kids will be given a 15-minute slot as they arrive.  Ruff Readers 
is sponsored by BISSELL and will take place at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesdays, August 9 
and 16. 

For further details on these and the library’s many other programs, stop in the
to pick up a program guide, visit the website at kdl.org or call 784-2007. 

News Briefs
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