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Ideal Park Neighborhood Tornado Recovery

On the evening of July 6, an EF1 tornado
touched down in West Michigan and cre-
ated havoc for businesses and residents
of one Wyoming neighborhood.

Over the next hours and weeks, the City
and the community came together to
help provide shelter, restore power, clear
the streets, repair homes, offer food and
drink and generally provide support,
encouragement and resources to those
whose homes were damaged.
Specifically:

«  Our Public Safety officers and fire
fighters were on the streets immedi-
ately after the storm, going door-
to-door to ensure residents were
safe. They continued to provide
extra security to homeowners and
businesses, traffic management and
related services.
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| often find myself thinking about the great citizens of Wyoming and

~ their hard-working, caring and dedicated spirits. These traits have never
been exhibited as greatly as they have this past month in the wake of
the tornado that hit our Ideal Park neighborhood on July 6. It fills me
with great pride to know that we are a community that supports and

Our Public Works crews were out

in full force, clearing debris, cut-

ting and removing downed trees,
reopening the streets and providing
a helping hand to all affected. We
provided dumpsters in the affected
neighborhood to making getting rid
of trees and other debris easier and
more convenient.

Our Parks & Recreation crews
worked with Ideal Park to identify
the extent of the storm damage and
begin the long process of removing
debris and repairing. Ideal Park will
remained closed until further notice.
Approximately 98 percent of trees in
Ideal Park have fallen or have been
damaged to the point they will need
to be removed. Upon removal of all
damaged and downed trees, the turf
will be re-graded, along with

believes in one another. We deeply appreciate those who have volun-
teered their time to help return the Ideal Park neighborhood to what will be its “new
normal.” As we continue to rebuild this neighborhood, please know that your City will be

with you through the process.

Community spirit rings loud throughout our City, reminding us all of all we share. Wheth-
er it's at a summer Concert in the Park, a public safety demonstration or a family walking
through their neighborhood, we stand together strong and proud to call Wyoming home.
Let’s continue to make Wyoming a great place live, work and play, by always being

involved and being informed.

Mayor Jack Poll

building assessments and repairs.
Damaged playground equipment
will be removed. The Parks and
Recreation department plans to
engage neighborhood residents
and a landscape architecture firm in
developing a new master plan for
the park.

«  OurInspection teams were on the
streets, working with home-
owners and businesses to expedite
the process to assess damage and
ensure access as soon as it was
safe to return. We waived permit
fees and accepted help from extra
inspectors from Grand Rapids to
expedite the process.

«  Our communications team provided
regular updates on Facebook and
Twitter, sharing information with
West Michigan media. If you don't
already, be sure to like us on
Facebook/CityofWyoming and
on Twitter @WyomingCityHall to
keep up to date.

But the City of Wyoming didn't do it
alone. We were overwhelmed by
immediate and generous offers of
support — from neighboring
municipalities, the Kent County Sheriff
Department, Red Cross, Salvation Army
and volunteers from around the
community and as far away as Japan
who came together to share time,
money and resources.

Thanks to everyone for coming together
and truly showing what makes Wyoming
a great place to live and work.
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News Briefs

FIRE DEPARTMENT NEWS BRIEF

Car seat inspections will be available Thursday, Aug. 14 and Thursday, Sept. 11 at
Wyoming Fire Station #1, 1500 Burton St. S.W. from 5 to 8 p.m. Pre-register by calling
Safe Kids of Greater Grand Rapids at 391-7233 ext. 2.

BOARD OF REVIEW NEWS BRIEF

The City of Wyoming is looking for a Board of Review member. The applicant must be

a property owner in the City and a public accountant. The board meets for one to two
weeks in March, one day in July, and one day in December. For more infomration, con-
tact Karen Oppenneer at 530-7235. Applications can be made in the City Clerk’s office.

PUBLIC WORKS NEWS BRIEF

The Wyoming Department of Public Works Yard Waste Site is open Monday through
Friday, from 7:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. and on Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. through Dec.
13. Call 530-7260 for more information.

PARKS AND RECREATION NEWS BRIEF

Walking is one of the best exercises for controlling weight and improving health. The
Parks and Recreation department “Walk for Your Life” club allows participants to enjoy
the outdoors and make friends while walking at a low-impact, leisurely pace. Walkers
meet at designated sites or travel by bus form the Wyoming Senior Center. Bus riders
depart from the Wyoming Senior Center at 8:45 a.m. on Wednesdays through

Sept. 24. Participants are encouraged to wear comfortable shoes and weather-
appropriate attire.

WYOMING SENIOR CENTER NEWS BRIEF

The Wyoming Senior Center will hold its Annual Fellowship Club Picnic on Monday,
Aug. 25 from 4 - 7 p.m. The event will feature a picnic menu, games, entertainment and
prizes. The cost is free to current Wyoming Senior Center Fellowship Club members
and $12 to non-members. Register by Aug. 18 by calling 530-3190.

WYOMING COMMUNITY ENRICHMENT COMMISSION NEWS BRIEF
Concerts in the Park take place on Tuesday nights at Lamar Park, 2561 Porter St., on
from 7 - 8:30 p.m. Strumble Head will perform on Aug. 5.

LIBRARY NEWS BRIEFS
The Kent District Library Summer Reading Program features books, special programs
and raffles. Be a winner, even if you don’t win a prize, through Aug. 9.

The Wyoming Friends of the Library will be holding a used book sale on Saturday,

Aug. 16th. Items for sale include withdrawn library materials as well as donated books,
videotapes, DVDs and audio books. The book sale begins at 9:30 a.m. and ends at 4
p.m. The last two hours will feature a bag sale. Buy and fill a bag for $3. Proceeds will
benefit the Friends of the Library and will be used to fund library projects.

For further details on this and other KDL programs, stop in the library to pick up a
program guide, check out our web page at www.kdl.org or call 784-2007! Plus, KDL is
now on Twitter! Follow us at http://twitter.com/KDLnews for all the latest updates on
programs, events and resources at your library.

Telephone Numbers

Mayor’s Office 530-7227
City Manager 530-3173
City Clerk 530-7296
Police Department......oercnerenne 530-7300
Fire Department .........occcveeveeneeereeenns 530-7250
Public Works 530-7260
Utilities 261-3550
Planning & Community

Development 530-7258
Parks & Recreation.........eecneeenne 530-3164
Building Inspections........c.rinne 530-7285
Assessor 530-7231
District Court 257-9814
Treasurer 530-7280
Utility Billing 530-7389
Wyoming Senior Center.........co.ccuu.... 530-3190
Wyoming Public Library......cccc... 784-2007
Meetings

City Council Meeting | on the first and third
Mondays of the month at 7 p.m. at City Hall
in Council Chambers.

City Council Work Sessions | on the second
Monday of the month at 7 p.m. at City Hall
in Council Chambers.

Planning Commissions Meetings | on the
third Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. at
City Hall in Council Chambers.

Zoning Board Of Appeals | on the first and
third Monday afternoons of the month at
1:30 p.m. at City Hall in Council Chambers.

Parks & Recreation Commission | on the
second Wednesday of every month at

7 p.m. at City Hall in the West
Conference Room

Wyoming City Council

Jack Poll, Mayor

Sam Bolt, Mayor Pro tem,

Council Member-at-Large

Dan Burrill, Council Member-at-Large

Kent Vanderwood, Council Member-at-Large
Bill VerHulst, 1st Ward Council Member
Richard K. Pastoor, 2nd Ward Council Member
Joanne Voorhees, 3rd Ward Council Member

Reach Us Online

www.wyomingmi.gov
www.twitter.com/WyomingCityHall
www.facebook.com/cityofwyoming



