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Mayor Delivers 2014 State of the City Address
On Jan. 20, Wyoming Mayor Jack 

Poll delivered the 2014 State of the 
City Address, providing an overview 
of highlights from the previous year 
and outlining city priorities for the 
year ahead. 

The address focused on key topics 
including public safety, economic 
development, strategic planning 
and quality service, which were 
identified as some of the highest 
priority initiatives of the new year. 

PUBLIC SAFETY
Mayor Poll shared information on 

fire and police operations and ex-
pectations for collaborative efforts 
in emergency response. 

Poll focused on two pressing 
questions asked of fire and emer-
gency response in the City of Wyo-
ming: “How do we get more trained 
fire personnel responding to a fire 
scene, and how do we decrease the 
time it takes for fire fighters to ar-
rive at the scene of the most serious 
medical emergencies?”  

To answer these questions, Poll 
reviewed  information on a plan 
developed by a team led by Direc-
tor of Police and Fire Services James 
Carmody to provide the highest 
caliber of the fire and medical ser-
vices for Wyoming residents.  The 
plan utilizes a “peak load” staffing 
model that deploys more firefight-
ers and response units to the four 
city fire stations from 7 a.m. to 10 
p.m., when the department receives 
the highest number of medical and 

Firefighters will report for 12-hour 
shifts, which is a change from the 
previous 24-hour shift.  Savings in 
cost will allow  the addition of three 
full-time firefighters to maximize the 
plan’s efficiency and effectiveness.

In addition to the three additional 
full time fire fighters, Poll said the 
City has dramatically increased the 
number of firefighters in Wyoming 
by implementing a system of fire 
operations training for City of Wyo-
ming Public Works, Parks and Utili-
ties employees that has increased 
the number of personnel on fire 
scenes. Furthermore, the City is 
making a push for the recruitment 
of more paid-on-call personnel with 
an incentive system for regular paid-
on-call staff to respond to fire calls.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
Poll cited economic development 

in Wyoming as another high prior-
ity in the new year, particularly at 
Site 36, the former General Motors 
stamping plant, as well as on 28th 
Street and on Division Avenue. 

J.O. Galloup, a subsidiary of Kend-
all Electric, purchased a seven-acre 
portion of Site 36 on Clay Avenue, 
which had been previously under-
utilized as a parking lot. J.O. Galloup 
plans to build a 100,000 square foot 
facility to house 90 employees. 

Poll also discussed the “form- 
based code” that has recently been 
implemented for the portion of 28th 
Street known as “28 West.” This new 
development code is less

cumbersome and much friendlier to 
the development community.  

Poll shared his hopes that this 
code will also be implemented on 
Division Avenue to complement the 
development boom driven by the  
Interurban Transit Partnership Bus 
Rapid Transit project – or The Rapid 
Silver Line – that is under construc-
tion. Stations are nearly completed 
and the Silver Line is anticipated to 
become operational in 2014. 

In the last six months of last year, 
the City of Wyoming saw more than 
$60 million in new retail, commer-
cial, industrial and residential devel-
opment.  In the same period of the 
previous year, new development to-
talled approximately $6 million.

STRATEGIC PLANNING 
AND QUALITY SERVICE

Poll renewed his commitment to 
sustainability in City operations. All 
of the initiatives are part of a stra-
tegic planning initiative designed 
to foster continued success. He ex-
pressed thanks to Wyoming voters 
who have shown overwhelming 
support for the council and invited 
residents to “be involved and be 
informed” by getting involved by 
serving on a committee or as an 
election worker, or by following the 
City on Facebook and Twitter. Poll 
also thanked the entire City staff for 
their dedication to providing quality 
service to the citizens of Wyoming. 

To see a complete video of the ad-
dress, visit www.wyomingmi.gov. 



Telephone Numbers
Mayor’s Office ......................................... 530-7227
City Manager ........................................... 530-3173
City Clerk .................................................. 530-7296
Police Department ................................ 530-7300
Fire Department .................................... 530-7250
Public Works ............................................ 530-7260
Utilities ...................................................... 261-3550
Planning & Community
Development .......................................... 530-7258
Parks & Recreation................................. 530-3164
Building Inspections ............................. 530-7285
Assessor .................................................... 530-7231
District Court ........................................... 257-9814
Treasurer ................................................... 530-7280
Utility Billing ............................................ 530-7389
Wyoming Senior Center ...................... 530-3190
Wyoming Public Library ...................... 784-2007 

Meetings
City Council Meeting | on the first and third 
Mondays of the month at 7 p.m. at City Hall in 
the Council Chambers.

City Council Work Sessions | on the second 
Monday of the month at 7 p.m. at City Hall in 
the Council Chambers.

Planning Commissions Meetings | on the third 
Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall in 
the Council Chambers.

Zoning Board Of Appeals | on the first and third 
Monday afternoons of the month at 1:30 p.m. at 
City Hall in the Council Chambers.

Parks & Recreation Commission | on the second 
Wednesday of every month at 7 p.m. at City Hall 
in the West Conference Room

Wyoming City Council
Jack Poll, Mayor

Sam Bolt, Mayor Pro tem, 
Council Member-at-Large

Dan Burrill, Council Member-at-Large

Kent Vanderwood, Council Member-at-Large

Bill VerHulst, 1st Ward Council Member

Richard K. Pastoor, 2nd Ward Council Member

Joanne Voorhees, 3rd Ward Council Member

Reach Us Online
www.wyomingmi.gov 
www.twitter.com/WyomingCityHall
www.facebook.com/cityofwyoming

PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT NEWS  FITNESS CLASSES begin 
in March.  Classes are 8 weeks long. Yoga, Zumba, Beach Bodies and Core 
Strengthening are a few of the most popular. No membership fee or monthly 
dues, residents pay just $35.  For more information or to register call 616-
530-3164.  A DADDY-DAUGHTER DANCE  will be held Friday, Feb. 21, from 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m.  The evening will include dancing, refreshment and special 
memories. The cost is $13 per couple. Girls may bring their dad, uncle, 
grandfather or special friend. The dance will be held at the Home School 
Building at 5625 Burlingame Ave. S.W.  SPRING YOUTH SOCCER  deadline is 
Feb. 6. The registration deadline may have passed, but openings may still exist 
in some age groups. Call 530-3164 or e-mail parks_info@wyomingmi.gov  to 
check availability. Team information will be available after March 24.

FIRE DEPARTMENT NEWS  CAR SEAT INSPECTIONS will be available Thursday, 
Feb. 13 and Thursday, March 13 at Wyoming Fire Station #1, 1500 Burton St.  
S.W.  from 5 to 8 p.m.  Pre-register by calling Safe Kids of Greater Grand Rapids 
at 391-7233 ext.  2.  In 2013, this program provided 180 Wyoming families 
with 260 kids life-saving safety education. The program also provided 133 
discounted car seats to families who needed them.

PUBLIC WORKS NEWS  Residents who experienced damage to a lawn or 
mailbox due to snow being thrown from plow trucks should call 530-7260 for 
information on repairs, replacement or reimbursement.

LIBRARY NEWS The ADULT BOOK CLUB is a friendly, informal discussion on the 
third Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in the conference room.  February’s 
selection is “The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian” by Sherman 
Alexie. FREE TAX ASSISTANCE will be provided by IRS-certified student 
volunteers for people whose income falls below $52,000. This program offers 
free preparation and e-filing and is sponsored by the Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance Program, or VITA. Appointments are available Wednesdays, Jan. 29 
to April 9 from 2 to 6 p.m. and Saturdays, Feb. 1 to April 12 from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. For more information or to schedule an appointment, call 247-6147 or 
visit taxhelp.davenport.edu. BRIGHT BEGINNINGS WITH JULIE JAMES offers fun 
with crafts, rhymes, songs and more on Monday, Feb. 10. at 1 p.m.  FREE MOVIE 
SCREENING of “Happy: The Movie” for teens combines cutting-edge science 
from the new field of “positive psychology” with real-life stories of people 
whose lives illustrate these findings.  Join us Tuesday, Feb. 18 at 3:30 p.m.  A 
FANCY NANCY SOIREE (a fancy word for party) will be held on Tuesday, Feb. 
25 at 6:30 p.m. Kids can come dressed in their fanciest regalia and baubles 
(or clothes and jewelry) to celebrate the magnificent Fancy Nancy!  Join your 
friends at the bibliotheque (that means library in French) for a Fancy Nancy 
storytime, complete with glamorous crafts and tasty surprises.   FAMILY 
STORYTIME is held at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesdays, Jan. 28 to Feb. 25 and Thursdays, 
Jan. 30 to Feb. 27. Share books, stories, rhymes, music and movement as a 
family while children develop early literacy skills and a love of reading.  At 
EVENING STORYTIME at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesdays from Jan. 28 to Feb. 28, kids can 
bring a teddy bear or other snuggly friend. Pajamas are optional!  SIT N STITCH 
and share ideas and skills while making new friends.  Bring your own quilting, 
appliqué, knitting or crochet projects and supplies at 6 p.m. on Thursdays from 
Feb. 6 to 27.  This is not an instructor-led activity.  For more details on these 
and all KDL programs, stop in the library to pick up a program guide, check out 
the web page at www.kdl.org or call 784-2007! KDL is now on Twitter! Follow 
http://twitter.com/KDLnews for all the latest updates on programs, events and 
resources at your library.
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